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PREFACE. 


Having  waited  two  full  years  for  some  more 
facile  pen,  some  erudite  brother  who  had  known  the 
subject  of  these  sketches  longer  and  far  better  than 
it  had  been  my  happy  lot  to  know  him,  and  yet  feel- 
ing unwilling  that  a  life  so'  noble,  a  character  so 
grand,  a  heart  so  pure,  and  an  ever-dominant  pur- 
pose so'  great  in  all,  and  through  all,  to'  glorify  God, 
and  not  having  heard  of  such  intention  on  the  part 
of  any  one,  after  much  prayer,  I  seemed  to  catch 
from  heavenly  realms,  woman  though  I  be,  an  in- 
spiration to  attempt  the  things  myself. 

For  it  seemed  meet  that  some  one  should  set  forth 
more  fully  than  had  hitherto  been  done,  the  things 
that  W  A.  Dodge  "began  both  to  do  and  to  teach,'*' 
that  we,  our  children,  and  children's  children  might 
hear,  know  and  remember  thereof. 

To  many  brethren  and  some  sisters  I  am  indebted 
for  most  of  the  subject-matter,  very  much  of  which 
remains  unchanged. 

Asking  your  prayers  that  God  will  use  it,  in  His 
own  way,  to  bless  the  world,  the  Church  and  "The 
Holiness  Movement,'*  I  am, 

Yours  for  all  that  is  good, 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Garbutt. 
Wright,  Gav  May  29,  1906. 


INTRODUCTION. 


It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  I  take  my  pen  to  write 
a  few  introductory  words  to  these  sketches. 

Brother  Dodge  stands  in  my  spiritual  memory 
gallery,  first  of  all,  as 

A  BROTHER  B£LOV£D. 

Greater  still  than  a  preacher,  greater  than  a  war- 
rior for  the  faith,  it  is  to  be  a  "brother" — one  yoked 
in  love  to  every  other  minister  and  witness  of  full 
salvation — a  brother  bound  by  tenderest  ties  of  love 
to  every  one  that  misunderstood  or  opposed  the  doc- 
trine he  taught.  A  brother,  too,  to  every  man  for 
whom  Christ  died,  even  if  in  rags,  or  chains  and  sin, 
and  a  brother  indeed  of  the  helping,  giving  kind, 
and  not  simply  the  sort  who  profess  much  and  do 
little.  Christ's  perfect  love  in  him  made  him  a  real 
lover  of  men,  and  I  shall  never  know  him  as  "Doc- 
tor," but  rather  as  "Brother  Dodge." 

Next,  his  memory  stands  before  my  affection's 
eye  as  a  full-length  portrait  of 

A  MAN  FHT^D  WITH  THK  HOLY  GHOST. 

Besides  the  character  traits,  there  are  certain  out- 
ward marks  which  follow  such  a  man  in  any  gen- 
eration. 

Here  are  two  of  them :  First,  a  high  appreciation 
on  the  part  of  the  spiritually-minded ;  and,  second,  a 
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severe  depreciation  on  the  part  of  the  worldly-minded 
within  and  without  the  church.  Brother  Dodge 
wore  both  of  these  marks. 

As  it  was  with  Stephen,  so  it  was  with  him — 
""They  chose  him"  because  he  was  a  man  "full  of 
faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost."  And  for  the  very  same 
•cause,  "they  (the  other  they)  stoned  him." 

Justly  beloved  and  unjustly  discounted  are  the 
crown  and  the  battle-scars  with  which  the  witnesses 
of  the  Spirit  pass  through  this  world  to  their  home. 

Thirdly,  he  next  appears  to  me 

AS  A  PREACHER, 

preaching  the  highest  things  in  the  gospel,  and  he 
always  did  it  in  the  humblest  way.  Never  without 
"bread"  and  "fishes"  in  his  basket,  he  knew,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  take  a  big  blessing  on  these  to 
make  them  go  round.  So  he  spoke  simply,  and  trust- 
ed implicitly  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  explained,  em- 
phasized, enforced,  and  ensampled  the  doctrine  and 
experience  of  "perfect  love." 

He  disentangled  holiness  from  many  other  things, 
good,  bad  and  indifferent,  which  misinformed  per- 
sons and  confused  thinkers  mixed  with  it,  at  its  ex- 
pense, and  to  its  hurt,  and  he  distinguished  it  clearly 
from  other  teachings  concerning  the  Spirit  which 
leaves  unsolved  the  problem  of  sin  in  the  human 
Tieart. 

One  such  life  and  ministry  silences  a  thousand 
voices  which  tell  of  no  better  sanctification  than 
merely  a  covering  for  sin,  and  proves  the  promise 
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true  that  God  will  cleanse  us  from  all  our  idols  and 
filthiness,  and  that  peace  as  a  river  and  righteous- 
ness as  the  waves  of  the  sea  might  be  continually 
manifest  in  the  heart  and  life. 

No  more  fitting  monument  could  be  erected  to 
Brother  Dodge's  ministry  than  some  "upper  room" 
lodge  at  the  Indian  Spring  camp-meeting  which  he 
loved  so  well,  where  his  brethren  in  the  ministry 
might  tarry  to  light  their  torches  from  the  Pente- 
costal blaze,  and  go  forth  "to  spread  scriptural  holi- 
ness over  these  lands." 

Joseph  H.  Smith. 
Redlands,  California,  June  25,  1906. 
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REV.  W    A.  DODGE'S  CONSECRATION  IN 

1876. 


Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  15,  1876. 

I  this  day  make  a  full  consecration  of  all  I  have 
to  God.  Now,  henceforth,  forever.  Myself,  my 
body,  eyes,  tongue,  hands,  feet,  mind  and  heart. 

My  wife,  Mary  Dodge;  my  boy,  Wesley  Atticus 
Dodge,  and  my  little  daughter,  Mae  Belle  Dodge,  my 
books,  clothes,  money,  all  I  now  have,  and  all  I  ever 
expect  to  have.  Yes,  all  my  means  are,  and  shall 
be  thine.  My  time,  and  if  there  is  anything  else  that 
appertains  to  me,  that  I  have  not  mentioned,  I  lay 
it  on  the  altar  to  stay  there  forever. 

I  do  this  from  a  conviction  of  duty — that  all  I 
liave  belongs  by  right  to  Him.  Not  as  a  compro- 
mise, but  from  a  sense  of  duty,  simply  asking  that 
I  may  be  aided  by  Him  to  keep  it  there. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  study  of  St. 
Paul's  Church,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  15,  1876,  in  the 
presence  of  Him  who  sees  all  things,  with  the  Spirit 
to  witness. 

(Signed),  W.  A.  Dodge. 

Several  months  after  Brother  Dodge  went  to  the 
good  world,  the  above  "consecration"  was  found 
written  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  in  an  old  trunk  in  which 
he  kept  valuable  papers. 
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On  the  envelope  enclosing  it,  after  it  had  been 
sealed,  he  wrote  the  following  directions : 

"This  is  to  stay  sealed  during  my  natural  life, 
being  the  instrument  of  my  'consecration'  to  God." 

(Signed),  W.  A.  Dodge;. 


A  BRIEF  TRIBUTE. 


I  regret  very  much  that  I  am  unable  to  contribute 
anything  of  general  interest  to  the  memorial  of 
Brother  Dodge.  His  loyalty  to  his  church  and  the 
great  cause  of  Scriptural  Holiness,  so  clearly  taught 
in  the  Bible,  and  expounded  in  her  standards,  chal- 
lenged my  admiration,  while  his  lovable  character 
elicited  my  warmest  affection.  I  know  that  you  will 
regret  to  learn  that  even  if  I  had  the  material  at 
hand,  I  am  physically  unable  to  put  it  in  shape 
for  the  press.     With  love  I  am, 

Your  brother  in  Christ, 

W.W.   TURNEX 

LaGrange,  Ga.,  June  7,  1906. 


Arouse!  Arouse!!  dear  friend,  before  it  be 
eternally  too  late.  Make  sure  you  are  saved,  and 
remember  that  the  Gospel  alone  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation. 


18  LIFE  0E  REV.   W-   A.   DODGE. 


THE  EARLY  LIFE  OF  REV.  W.  A.  DODGE. 


W.  A.  Dodge's  boyhood  gave  small  promise  of 
the  great  future  to  which  he  attained,  and  there  was 
little  indication  of  the  intense  zeal  that  characterized 
his  life  under  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

There  was  will-power  among  his  native  gifts,  and 
there  was  decision  of  character  there,  and  honesty 
of  purpose,  integrity  and  truth ;  a  cheerful  and  happy 
spirit,  coupled  sometimes  with  more  or  less  of  inno- 
cent fun  and  mischief,  which  were  part  and  parcel  of 
his  nature.  His  devotion  to  his  mother  was  beauti- 
ful to  look  upon.  These  were  some  of  the  basic 
elements  of  his  character;  and  when  touched  and 
taught  by  the  hand  of  God,  each  helped  to  make  a 
man  of  him. 

When  he  was  seven  years  old  his  father  died,  and 
his  mother,  with  four  small  children,  Asbury  the-, 
oldest,  moved  back  to  the  home  of  her  father,  John 
Mercer.  There  little  Asbury  worked  on  the  farm 
and  attended  a  country  school,  as  he  had  opportunity, 
desiring  to  prepare  himself  to  be  of  some  service  to 
his  mother  in  her  needs.  The  responsibility  put  upon 
him  at  this  early  age  was  a  potent  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  his  character. 

His  hard  work  on  the  farm  contributed  also  to- 
developing  him  physically,  and  he  grew  out  of  a. 
lubberly  boy  into  a  man  of  large  physical  stature. 
This  field  of  industry,  moreover,  was  excellent  train- 
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ing  for  the  character  which  would  be  called  upon  in 
the  future  to  surmount  obstacles. 

The  influence  of  adverse  circumstances  in  making 
men  is  a  potent,  palpable  factor.  Lincoln  owed  much 
to  the  humble  log  cabin  in  which  he  was  reared,  and 
also  to  the  muscular  exertion  required  at  the  hands 
of  the  young  frontiersman  in  felling  forests  and 
splitting  rails.  Garfield  was  born  in  poverty,  and  had 
a  sore  conflict  for  existence,  until,  as  a  young  teach- 
er, he  got  a  start  in  the  world  for  the  noble  career  of 
usefulness,  which  landed  him  in  the  White  House. 

And  Asbury  Dodge,  plodding  his  weary  way  be- 
hind the  plow,  was  accumulating  strength  and  gath- 
ering wisdom  necessary  for  the  stern  conflicts  of 
life  into  which  he  was  afterward  thrown.  Where 
there  was  work  to  do,  he  freely  gave  himself  to  the 
task.  Young  as  he  was,  he  had  his  mother  to  lean 
on  him  as  her  prop  and  stay  in  the  absence  of  a  lov- 
ing father. 

Nor  was  he  less  devoted  to  his  grandparents.  Af- 
ter he  grew  up  and  became  a  member  of  the  North 
Georgia  Conference  he  never  failed  to  make  them 
a  visit  at  the  close  of  each  session  of  his  Conference, 
unless  he  was  providentially  hindered.  Money  was 
scarce  at  such  times  as  this,  but  "I  must  see  grand- 
ma," he  would  say  out  of  his  great  big  heart,  larger 
even  than  his  finely-formed  body. 

He  appreciated  no  little  the  meager  advantages  of 
the  country  school  to  which  he  was  sent  in  the  few 
weeks  which  he  could  snatch  in  the  intervals  between 
hard  work ;  and  while  he  did  not  signalize  his  school 

2d 
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days  by  any  special  brilliancy,  he  was  laying-  well 
the  foundations  of  a  thoughtful,  settled,  solid  char- 
acter. It  is  remarkable  that  so  many  great  and  good 
men,  while  in  school,  have  given  so  little  indication 
of  the  wide  sphere  of  usefulness  which  they  were  in- 
tended to  fill. 

Sir  Walter  Scott  was  a  notoriously  dull  boy  while 
in  school,  nor  could  a  single  one  of  his  teachers  have 
predicted  at  that  time  his  future  place  in  the  very 
front  ranks  of  English  literature;  and  Dr.  Adam 
Clark  was  regarded  by  his  tutors  as  a  very  unprom- 
ising boy,  and  yet  he  developed,  later  on,  into  one  of 
the  most  learned  men  of  his  day,  and  a  standard  au- 
thor in  early  Methodism. 

Asbury  Dodge,  with  the  helping  agency  of  the  old 
field  school  was  to  develop  not  only  mentally,  but 
spiritually,  and  immortally. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Mrs.  McCormick,  a  saintly 
woman,  who  more  than  fifty  years  ago  organized  a 
Sunday-school  at  old  Linwood  Church,  in  Columbia 
county,  and  who  continued  in  charge  of  it  for  over 
forty  years,  young  Dodge  was  soundly  converted. 
He  said  "the  sky  never  looked  so  blue,  and  the  stars 
never  shined  so  bright  as  they  did  that  night,"  when 
he  passed  from  death  unto  life. 

This  glorious  fact  in  his  history  changed  the  whole 
current  of  his  character  and  life.  An  interesting  and 
impressive  incident  is  related  of  him  about  that  time. 

His  grandfather  permitted  a  negro  boy  named 
Perry  to  go  with  him  to  church,  three  miles  from 
home.    They  rode  the  same  horse.    Asbury  was  con- 
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verted,  and  when  they  started  home  after  the  service, 
immediately  he  began  to  preach  to  his  colored  com- 
panion, "O  Perry,  give  your  heart  to  God !  O  Perry, 
give  your  heart  to  God!"  and  all  the  way  home  he 
kept  it  up,  shouting  with  all  his  might,  and  preach- 
ing the  gospel  to*  his  colored  congregation,  whi'e 
Perry  was  weeping  and  praying,  and  crying  for 
mercy. 

If  he  had  been  called  later  on  to  be  a  missionary 
in  the  heart  of  Africa,  or  to  go  to>  the  jungles  of  In- 
dia, he  would  have  rivalled  Robert  Moffatt,  or 
equaled  David  Livingstone  in  zeal,  faith  and  fidelity 
to  God,  and  in  his  unwearied  efforts  to  save  souls. 

His  grandmother  rejoiced  with  him  over  his  con- 
version, saying  she  hoped  that  the  Lord  would  call 
"Buddie"  (as  she  called  him)  to  preach  the  gospel, 
and  the  hope  was  fully  realized,  as  we  well  know. 

He  was  licensed  to  exhort  just  as  he  reached  his 
sixteenth  birthday,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  on 
his  seventeenth  birthday.  In  1862  he  joined  the  old 
Georgia  Conference,  and  from  that  time  his  life  was 
wholly  that  of  an  itinerant  Methodist  preacher. 

Bishop  Haygood,  then  Presiding  Elder  of  the 
Athens  District,  took  him  in  hand  and  sent  him  as  a 
supply  to>  the  Watkinsville  circuit.  Asbury  had  a 
meeting  at  Watkinsville,  and  after  the  Presiding 
Elder  had  preached  Asbury  asked  the  congregation 
to  meet  him  at  sundown  and  have  secret  prayer  out 
in  the  grove.  The  Presiding  Elder  said,  when  he 
got  to  the  church  in  time  to  preach  that  night,  he 
heard  Asbury  Dodge  praying  half  a  mile  away,  and 
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begging  God  to  come  down  and  be  with  them  that 
night,  and  God  did  come  in  mighty  power,  and  they 
had  the  best  meeting  he  ever  saw.  But  Asburv  en- 
tirely forgot  at  the  time  he  was  praying  in  secret. 

Blessed  man !  He  lived  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  good  of  others ;  always  ready  to  go  where  there 
was  anything  to  do  for  his  Master,  or  where  he 
could  comfort  and  help  His  suffering  people. 
He  never  knew  how  to  spare  himself.  He  was  one 
of  the  best  nurses  among  the  sick  of  his  own  family 
or  the  families  of  his  neighbors.  For  three  weeks 
he  waited  on  Rev.  Dr.  Lovick  Pierce  in  his  last  sick- 
ness in  Sparta,  Ga.,  sleeping  in  his  room  every  night 
for  that  long  time.  Just  before  the  old  Doctor  died 
he  said  to  him,  "Tell  Sister  Dodge  I  am  trespassing 
on  the  General  Rules  of  the  Church — borrowing 
without  any  probability  of  paying,"  referring  to  the 
very  free  use  he  made  of  her  devoted  husband. 

But  they  are  together  now.  "Not  dead,  but 
sleepeth." 

Thomas  A.  Seals, 
North  Georgia  Conference. 


"O  sacred  union  with  the  Perfect  Mind! 

Transcendent  bliss,  which  thou  alone  canst  give, 
How  blest  are  they,  this  pearl  of  price  who  find, 

And,  dead  to  earth,  have  learned  in  Thee  to  live. 
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A  MAN  OF  PRAYER. 


Brother  W  A.  Dodge  was  a  man  of  prayer.  That 
which  was  conspicuous  in  his  life  was  the  prayer 
habit.  It  was  his  rule  to  pray — this  was  his  busi- 
ness, viz.,  to1  pray.  Duty  as  well  as  habit  compelled 
him  to  pray.  In  the  morning,  rising  from  sleep,  he 
invariably  knelt  and  gave  thanks  to  God,  and  thus 
he  sanctified  the  bed,  the  night,  the  awakening,  and 
the  coming  day  by  prayer. 

It  would  scarcely  be  decent,  surely  not  manly,  not 
to  be  at  prayer  before  going  out  of  the  sleeping 
chamber.  Morning  and  night  his  home  was  but- 
tressed by  public  praise  and  family  prayer,  in  which 
every  one  in  the  home  took  part.  Never  too  busy, 
never  too  late  indulging  in  sleep,  never  too  much  in 
haste,  for  prayer. 

The  home  runs  to  disorder  and  confusion  with- 
out prayer.  The  world  fills  the  home  that  is  not 
filled  with  prayer.  Sin  stains  the  home  that  is  not 
washed  by  prayer. 

A  preacher  he  was,  and,  of  course,  he  had  family 
prayers,  night  and  morning!  A  shame  for  him  not 
to  do  this  family  praying,  but  there  are  many  preach- 
ers who  do  not  thus  call  upon  God. 

Prayer  was  his  strong  resource  in  time  of  trouble. 
Any  one  going  wrong,  any  one  sick,  trials  or  trou- 
bles of  any  kind,  if  not  with  us,  we  knew  where  to 
find  him.  We  knew  that  he  was  praying,  some- 
where.    "When  Brother  Dodge  visited  our  home  he 
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always  made  it  a  rule  to  pray  before  he  left,  and  he 
talked  with  the  Lord  in  such  a  way  that  it  left  no 
doubt  he  was  personally  acquainted  with  Him," 
writes  Brother  Charlie  D.  Tillman. 

Brother  Huckabee,  of  Texas,  says  he  was  with 
Brother  Dodge  one  night  and  half  a  day  at  a  Con- 
vention. When  the  brethren  called  upon  him, 
Brother  Dodge  prayed  with  them  before  they  left. 
Brothers  Dodge  and  Huckabee  were  together  in 
prayer  three  different  times  during  that  night  and 
half-day. 

There  was  a  great  reunion  of  the  Dodge  family 
in  Salem,  Mass.,  in  1879,  and  Hon.  W  E.  Dodge, 
of  New  York,  was  president.  Brother  W.  A.  Dodge 
was  the  one  selected  to  pray,  to  give  thanks  and  in- 
voke God's  blessings.  One  present  said  that  "it 
was  characteristic  of  the  Dodge  family  to1  call  upon 
the  Lord  for  assistance  in  all  their  acts — that  the 
Dodge  family  was  an  honored,  heroic,  God-serving 
race." 

Brother  Dodge  was  a  prayerful  man,  which  means 
more  than  a  man  of  prayer.  The  habit  only,  con- 
science alone,  duty  and  training,  may  make  us  men 
who  pray.  But  the  praying  may  be  the  merest  habit, 
an  onerous  duty-doing,  a  sheer  performance,  a  dead, 
dull  thing,  a  sham,  a  delusion,  a  hypocrisy.  The 
Pharisees  were  men  of  prayer,  but  a  prayerful  man 
is  one  whose  whole  life  has  been  toned,  sweetened, 
refined,  sanctified  by  prayer.  The  essence  of  prayer 
has  gone  into  his  life  and  affected  his  character. 

The  prayerful  man  "prays  without  ceasing."    The 
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fragrance  of  prayer  always  surrounds  him,  the  spirit 
of  prayer  is  always  with  him.  His  soul  is  constantly 
in  the  attitude  of  looking  up  to  God.  The  prayerful 
man  is  ever  talking  with  God,  ever  breathing  out  his 
soul  after  God,  and  ever  communing  with  God.  To 
him  the  sun  of  prayer  never  sets,  nor  does  the  light 
of  prayer  ever  withdraw  itself.  Brother  Dodge  had 
been  in  the  fountain  when  the  angel  of  prayer  was 
there,  and  his  life  and  spirit  and  character  had  the 
healing  incident  to  that  blessed  occasion.  He  re- 
alized the  power  of  prayer,  and  illustrated  his  faith 
by  his  praying. 

His  little  girl,  now  grown  into  womanhood,  was 
once  sick  unto  death  with  pneumonia.  The  Doctor 
stayed  by  her  bed  for  ten  days.  While  praying  for 
the  child  and  earnestly  asking  God  to  show  him 
what  would  relieve  her,  it  was  deeply  impressed  on 
his  mind  to  give  her  water,  which  she  had  not  been 
willing  or  able  to  drink  during  her  sickness.  He 
began  administering  it  by  moistening  her  lips,  and 
then  by  draughts,  oft  repeated,  and  she  began  to 
amend  at  once.  This  but  illustrated  the  simple,  the 
strong,  the  child-like  faith  of  this  man  of  prayer. 

Bishop  Soule,  when  dying,  was  asked  by  Bishop 
McTyeire:  "Are  you  praying?"  The  answer  came 
quickly  and  emphatically :  "Not  now."  The  pray- 
ing time  was  over — the  praying  was  all  done. 

So  with  Brother  Dodge,  there  came  a  time  when 
he  did  not  pray  to  live.  At  the  hospital,  two*  weeks 
before  his  death,  his  wife  said,  "Mr.  Dodge,  why 
don't  you  ask  God  to  cure  you  ?"     "Darling,"  he  re- 
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plied,  "I  believe  that  God  wants  me  to  go  now.  I 
have  prayed  for  Him  to  spare  me  till  the  children 
were  grown  and  settled,  He  has  answered  my  prayer, 
and  I  believe  that  he  wants  me  to  go  now." 

Brother  W.  A.  Dodge  is  dead,  but  his  earnest 
prayers  are  vocal  and  potent.  He  has  left  to  us  the 
rich  legacy  of  his  prayers.  The  richest  inheritance 
the  world  can  have  are  the  prayers  of  a  holy  man. 
They  are  immortal,  never-dying,  and  priceless  in 
value. 

E.  M.  Bounds. 

Washington,  Ga.,  June  15,  1906. 


THIS  MAN  KNEW  HOW  TO  PRAY. 


Some  years  since  the  eldest  daughter  of  Rev.  Sam 
Jones  was  dangerously  ill  in  Carters ville,  Ga.,  and 
her  life  was  despaired  of.  Brother  Jones  and  wife 
were  greatly  distressed,  but  they  believed  in  the 
God  who  answers  prayer.  Telegrams  were  sent  to 
various  persons  known  to  have  power  with  God,  and 
one  went  in  haste  to  W  A.  Dodge,  Atlanta,  to  "pray 
for  Mary,  she  is  near  death's  door."  This  man  of 
prayer  readily  responded,  and  to  the  surprise  of 
many  the  young  woman  recovered.  To  this  day 
Brother  and  Sister  Jones  believe  that  the  deliver- 
ance was  wrought  through  the  prayers  of  Christians, 
one  of  whom  was  Brother  Dodge. 
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A  PREACHER  AND  TEACHER. 


How  different  the  view  of  the  Christian  with  re- 
gard to  life,  its  duties  and  happiness,  from  that  of 
the  world !  The  one  says,  fortune,  fame,  happiness. 
The  other  says,  duty  to  God  and  man,  however 
humble  the  sphere,  brings  success  in  its  highest  sense, 
and  happiness  as  a  moral  sequence — happiness  for 
the  soul  and  peace  for  the  mind.  The  baubles  of 
fame  and  fortune  are  not  to  be  taken  into  the  account 
by  the  child  of  God. 

Brother  W  A.  Dodge's  life  was  a  success  in  the 
sphere  of  a  philanthropist,  and  went  further  by  reach- 
ing the  spiritual.  He  had  the  advantage  that  many 
have  not,  of  being  well  born,  and  properly  reared, 
and,  as  a  natural  result,  gave  his  heart  and  life  to 
God  in  the  days  of  his  youth. 

The  writer's  first  acquaintance  with  him  was  in 
1862.  He  was  then  junior  preacher  on  the  Wat- 
kinsville  circuit,  and  only  eighteen  years  old,  but  had 
at  that  time  that  same  Christian  zeal  and  religious 
energy  which  ever  afterward  characterized  his  life. 

In  his  youthful  ministry  he  gave  promise  of  the 
success  and  usefulness  that  grew  with  age  and  time, 
and  long  before  the  angels  came  for  him  he  was  a 
well-matured  Christian  gentleman. 

If  he  ever  backslid  from  his  first  love,  I  never 
heard  him  mention  it.  He  lived  on  the  plane,  all  the 
time,  where  entire  sanctification  begins.  After  many 
years  of  a  useful  ministry  on  circuit,  station,  and  as 
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The  Goiptl  Song* 

XV  MRS.  JIINMB  CALDmnX. 

tone— "I  Know  thai  My  Redeemer 
Livcth." 

Behold  the  Lamb!  much  loved  of  God, 

Slain  for  oar  sins; 
Be  tore  for  us  the  chastening  rod, 

Remission  wins. 

Oh,  that  blood  1  that  blood !  that  blood  1 
Wis  shed  to  set  ns  free. 

Oh,  that  blood !  that  blood  I 
It  de.inseth  me. 

His  blood,  it  was  tbe  precious  price 

'    Which  paid  our  debt, 
Tbe  all-atoning  sac-iifice, 

.-  It  cleanses  yet. 

And  love  imljelled  him  from  his  throne 

To  snQfer.  here, 
Tbe  Bins  of  all  the  world  atone. 

Then  draw  us  near. 

Come,  then,  by  faith,  and  test  the  wora, 
God's  power  know : 

And  -xr-Hh  vfljjr.jjnrmenia  in  tbe  blood; 
Be  white  as  snow. 

Yes,  come  unite  in  one  accord 

"o  praise  his  name, 

Extroll  the  mercy  of  our  Lord, 

Ever  the  same.       A 

And  as  we  stand  before  the  throne 

With  praise  and  psalm, 
We'll  claim  no  merits  of  our  own ; 

Saved  by  the  Lamb  I 


EXPERIENCE. 


33ro  Dodge :  I  was  converted  15 
years  ago.  I  enjoyed  religion  for 
two  year*,  I  attended  class,  prayer 
meetings  and  enjoyed  religion  as 
ranch  as  any  justified  man  can*. 
Satan  pnt  it  into  my  bead  that  fc 
wag  called  to  preach,  and  I  would 
not  agree.  And  then  for  thirteen 
years  I  wandered  in  the  wilderness, 
never  satisfied  concious,  something 
was  lacking.  Did  uot  know  what 
it  was  until  the  holiness  meeting 
was  in  Gainesville.  About  four 
years  ago  I  began  to  practice  a  sin 
that  continued  up  to  the  Holiness 
Meeting.  Over  this  I  had  a  hard 
struggle,  the  Spirit  on  one  side  and 
Satan  on  the  other.  And  in  the 
midst  of  this  meeting,  and  my  souls 
fight  over  this  sin,. I  had  a  financial 
and  a  personal  difficulty.  I  heard 
the  holiness  brethren  relating  their 
experience,  and  I  said,  I  will  seek 
Holiness.  Then  Satan  came  and 
said  if  you  get  Holiness  you  will 
have  to  go  to  China  and  preach. 
k  O,  how  my  troubles  grew,  and 
by  the  minute  the  burden  increased 
until  I  felt  that  I   could  not  lire 


mnch  longer. .  So  in  my  despera- 
tion I  told  the  blessed  Savior  "I 
will  go  to  China,  or  any  where  else 
preach  or  do  anything  else,  if  thou 
wilt  only  relieve  me.  And  when 
I  did  surrender  it'did  not  take  the 
Lord  long  to  bless  my  soul,  but  I 
did  not  yet  have  holiuess,  the  bless- 
ing I  wanted,  for  I  did  not  have 
faith  to  claim  that  I  was  sanctified 
entire.  About  three  or  four  days 
after,  I  went  out  to  the,  woods  all 
alone  and  after  a  long  struggle  I 
took  Christ  as  my  sanctification  by 
simple  faith  without  any  feeling, 
for  the  feeling  did  not .  come  for 
several  days,  but  it  did  come,  and 
it  abides  most  ol  the  time  nhd  now 
whether  I  have  feeling  or  not,  I 
have  an  abiding  trust  io  Christ  as 
my  perfect  and  complete  Savior. 
R.H.S. 


A  Petmon 

Heavenly  Father,  give  an  ear  to 
one,  yes,  even  hear  my  feeble  peti- 
tion for  I  am  going  to  ask  some- 
thing of  thee,  Lord  thou  hast  been 
so  good  and  merciful  to  me  in  the 
past,  yeB  O  Lord  thou  "hast.  I  was 
a  sinner  and  thou  didst  quicken 
and  convert  my  poor  soul,  and 
made  me  to  rejoice  in  thy  love,  but 
Lord  at  times  I  feel  in  my  heart 
that  I  still  have  sin,  a  very  abom- 
nible  thing  in  thing  in  thy  sight 
and  I  know  that  thou  hast  no 
pleasure  in  it.  Lord  I  feel  it  and 
I  know  it  and  now,  yes  now,  I  ask 
thee  to  give  me  a  heart  cleansed 
from  all  sin,  pride,  envy,  malice  and 
everything  Lord  that  is  displeasing 
to  thee.  I  do  want  a  pure  heart, . 
one  that  can  be  held  blameless  un- 
til the  coming  of  the  day.  Lord, 
hear  me,  my  sou]  hungers  wiili 
thirst  after  more  of  thy  love. 

I  know  I  am  not  worthy  of  snch 
a  blessiog  Lord,  but  thou  hast  said, 
"if  any  man  thirsts,  let  him  come 
unto  thee  and  drink,"  and  "if  ye 
shall  ask  anything  in  my  name  I 
will  do  h."  I  do  ask  this  and  I 
continue  to  ask,  for  thou  hast  said, 
"What  things  so  ever  ye  desire, 
when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  re- 
ceivethem,  and  ye  shall  havethem." 
•  Lord,  I  have  asked  and  thou 
knowest  I  desire  it  above  all  things. 
What  more  can  I  do?  What  must 
I  do  ?  Believe,  yes,  thank  the  Lord 
I  do  believe,  I  do  believe.  Praise 
bis  holy  name.  ..All  oations«say 


praise  his  holy  name,  holy  name. 
The  angels  io  heaven  say  praise  his 
holy,  holy  name.  Thank  the  Lord 
I,  yes  even  I  can  praise  his  holy 
name.  O  Lord  thou  bast  heard 
and  filled  my  poor,  poor  heart ;  O 
why  is  it  thai  all  don't  have  this 
great  prize  fori  know  that  thou  art 
so  ready  and  wiliing  to  fill  any  and 
all  poor  hungering  and  thirsting 
souls,  that  will  only  ask  and  be- 
lieve on  thy  precious  word.  Here 
Lord  I  am,  take  me  and  use  me  as 
thou  seest  best,  and  continue  to  fill 
rue  with  thy  holy  spirit. 

O,  Christ,  to  me  thyself  impart, 
And  reign  unrivalled  in  my  heart; 

From  this  glad  moment  let  me  be, 
Completely  swallowed  up  in  thee. 

Where'er  to  thee  my  thoughts  I  raise, 

I  will  adore  thy  wondrous  grace ; 
Thy  grate  so  vast,  so  rich,  so  free, 

That  reached  to  each  and  reached 

o'er  me. 
*i  ih-xv  «!■;$•  nl)  J  gladly  bring.  _ 

1  rest  beneath  thy  shadowing  wing; 
Since  thou  dost  give  thyself  to  me, 

-'ly  hc.iven  of  love  I  find  in  thee." 
Fairniount,  Geo.  A.  E. 


What  Is  la  Table  Band  T 

What  is  in  thine  hand,  Shamgar? 

An  ox-goad  with  which  I  urge 
my  lazy*  beasts.  -  Use  it  for  God; 
and  Shamgar's  ox-goad  defeates  the 
Philistines.  What  is  in  thine  hand 
David?  My  sling,  with  which 
keep  the  wolves  from '  the  sheep. 

Vet  with  that  sling  he  slew  Go- 
liah,  whom  an  armp  dare  not  meet 

U  hat  is  in  thine  hand  disciple? 
Nothing  but  five  barlay  loaves  and 
two  small  fishes.  Bring  them  to  me 
-wive  them  to  God;  and  the  multi-< 
tude  is  fed.  What  is  inthine  hand, 
poor  widow?  Only  two  mites.  Give 
them  to  God;  aud  behold!  the  fame 
of  your  riches  fills  the  world. 
What  hast  thou,  weeping  woman? 
An  alubasta  box  "  of  ointment. 
Give  it  to  God;  break  it,  and  ponr 
it  upon  the  Savior's  head,  and  its 
sweet  perfume  is  a  fragrance  in  the 
church  till  now.  What  hast  thou 
Dorcas?  My  needle.  Use  it  for 
God;  and  these  coats  and  garments 
keep  multiplying,  and  are  clothing 
the  naked  still!  You  are  a  manu- 
facturer, or  a  merchant,  or  a  me- 
chanic, or  a  man  of  leisure,  a  lady 
of  fortune,  or  a  student,  or  a  sew- 
ing woman.  God  wants  each  of 
you  to  serve  him  where  you  are. 
Yon  have  your  business;  use  it.  for 


God.  Order  it  in  a  goodly  manner. 
Do  not  allow  any  wickedness  in  it- 
Give  goodly  wages;  preach  Jesus  to 
your  clerks,  not  by  a  long  face,  but 
by  being  like  bim — doing  good. 
Use  your  profits  for  God — feeding 
the  hungry,'  clothing  the  naked, 
visiting  tbe  sick,  comforting  the 
wretched,  spreading  the  gospel  far 
and  wide.  Use  your  wealth,  which 
is  in  your  hand  and  as  easily  moved 
as  the  pen  which  gives  your  signa- 
ture to  keep  that  family  io  their 
home  and  to  eject  them.  > 

What  a  field  you  have  to  glorify 
God  in,  jnst  where  yon  are.  If  yon 
have  nothing,  use  your  tools  for 
Him.  He  can  glorify  himself  with 
them  as  easily  as  he  could  with  a 
shepard's  stick,  an  oxgoad,  a  sling, 
or  two  mites.  A  poor  girl  who  had 
nothing  but  a  sewing  machine  -used 
it  to  aid  a  feeble  church.  All  her 
earnings  above,h. z  needs  were  mven 
toward* building  a  htoiise  oVworsbiij 
and  in  a  year  she  paid  more  than 
others  a  hundred  times  richer  than 
she.  So  you  can  do  if  you  will. 
Think  of  tbe  widow  with  her  two 
mites,  the  womau  with  the  alabaster 
box,  and  Dorcas  with  her  garments, 
You  cau  do  as  much,  and  have  a 
great.rcward.— [Free  Church  Re- 
cord, 


Our  Proposition. 


Timmons  Proposition. 

To  give  an  aditional  7Scts  for 
tbe  gratuitous  circulation  of  tbe 
"Tongue  of   Fire."      Responses. 

Rev  B.  E.  L.  Timmons  Cal- 
houn Ga.,  75 

Rev  R.  F.  Evans,  So.  Ga. 
Conf,  1  25 

Rev  W.  C.  Dunlap  Jonesboro 
Ga,  1  00 

Rev  E.  B.  Reese,  Thomson 
Ga,  75 

Mrs  I.  O.  Dodge  Macon  Ga,  75* 
Rev.  J.  W.  Lee,  Dalton,  75 

Mrs.  Mary  J.Bowles,  Macon,  1  00 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Carpenter,  Black-. 

shear,  75 

Bro.  F.  A.  Hall's  Proposition  to 
be  one  to  give  five  dollars  to  raise 
one  hundred  dollars  to  circulate 
the  Way  of  Life,  has  the  follow- 
ing votes.  4 
F.  A.  Hall,  Milledgeville,  $  5  00 
Dr.  G.  P.,  a  G,  10  00 
J.  M.  Augusta,  n  00 
J.  0.  F.,  Augusta,  fl  00 
John  W.  Wallace,  Augusta, 15  00 
A  Sister,                             5  00 

Who  will  be  tbe  nextt 


COPY  OF  "THE  TONGUE  OF  FIRE," 

First  paper  published  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge  in  the  interest  of  the  doctrine 

of  Holiness,  afterward  changed  to  Way  of  Life. 
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presiding  elder,  he  read  the  "Life  of  Carvosso,"  and 
was  convicted  for  that  blessing  which  he  and  -ill  the 
other  Methodist  preachers  who  join  the  Conference, 
tell  the  Bishop  they  are  going  on  unto,  groaning 
after,  and  expect  to  attain  to  in  this  life-  He  sought 
it  definitely  and  specifically,  and  obtained  it  as  a 
second  work  of  grace. 

Since  the  entire  sanctification  of  Dr.  Lovick  Pierce, 
Russell  Reneau  and  Samuel  Anthony,  many  years 
ago,  there  had  been  a  lapse  in  the  preaching  and  ex- 
perience of  full  salvation,  and  Brother  Dodge  was 
one  among  the  first  to  come  under  the  revival 
of  this  Wesleyan,  Scriptural  doctrine,  and  from  that 
happy  period  in  his  life  the  doctrine  of  holiness  was 
the  great  theme  of  his  heart  and  life,  of  his  lips  and 
pen. 

This  was  the  great  secret  of  his  power.  It  ran 
through  all  his  charges  like  a  current  of  salvation, 
and  was  that  which  thrilled  and  made  happy  many  a 
pilgrim  on  his  journey  home,  and  which  saved  scores 
of  souls  from  the  power  and  dominion  of  sin. 

Brother  Dodge  was  the  first  one  in  our  Confer- 
ence after  Dr.  Pierce  to  enter  the  field  with  his  pen 
to  propagate  this  blessed  experience,  and  Scriptural 
doctrine  of  full  salvation.  "The  Way  of  Life,"  at 
first  "The  Tongue  of  Fire,"  which  was  a  blessing 
to  thousands  of  souls,  was  started  by  him.  It  was  a 
little  two-sheet  affair  in  its  beginning,  but  it  grew 
and  entered  into  five  thousand  homes,  which  un- 
doubtedly represented  that  many  readers,  every  week 
before  it  was  merged  into'  "The  Kentucky  Meth- 
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odist,"  now  "The  Pentecostal  Herald,"   of  Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

As  a  writer,  Brother  Dodge  was  pointed  and  pithy. 
He  aimed  at  the  heart,  and  always  struck  it.'  To 
sum  it  up — he  was  a  kind  and  devoted  husband,  a 
loving  father,  a  faithful  and  sympathetic  pastor,  a 
friend  true  and  tried,  a  preacher  full  of  zeal,  of  faith 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  remarkably  gifted  in  prayer, 
and  the  best  all-round  camp-meeting  preacher  that 
I  ever  knew — the  Saint  John  of  the  North  Georgia 
Conference. 

Farewell,  my  golden-hearted  friend!  Sing  and 
shout  on  in  that  far-away,  blissful  clime,  and  we'll 
hail  thee  ere  long  in  that  land  of  eternal  song.  And 
when  the  awakening  sound  of  the  archangel's  trum- 
pet invades  the  death  land  my  hope  is  to  join  you 
with  the  "one  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand," 
and  the  multitude  that  no*  man  can  number,  who  have 
washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  lamb.    Amen! 

E.  G.  Murrah, 

North  Georgia  Conference. 
Macon,  Ga. 
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AS  A  SPIRITUAL  ADVISER  OF  CHRISTIAN 

WORKERS. 


About  1885  I  became  acquainted  with  Brother 
Dodge  through  "The  Way  of  Life,"  which  was  such 
a  blessing  to  thousands  of  people  in  the  years  of  its 
existence. 

As  I  would  read  this  paper,  I  saw  there  was  a  great 
and  good  man  at  its  head.  He  was  kind  enough  to 
print  my  first  newspaper  article,  which  was  the  ex- 
perience of  a  green,  awkward  boy,  just  reclaimed, 
who  mistook  it  for  sanctification,  and  I  was  the  boy. 

The  influence  of  "The  Way  of  Life,"  as  well  as  of 
its  editor,  will  ever  abide.  In  the  meetings  in  which 
I  "now  engage,  I  can  now  and  then  hear  an  experi- 
ence dating  back  to  the  reading  of  "The  Way  of 
Life." 

After  I  was  married  and  moved  to*  Atlanta,  about 
1892,  it  was  our  good  fortune  to  live  neighbor  to 
this  man  of  God.  I  was  often  in  his  office,  and  he 
always  took  time  to  talk  with  me. 

Let  me  say  here,  those  were  my  first  days  in  the 
"song  book"  business.  At  that  time  Brother  Dodge 
held  a  controlling  interest  in  a  song  book,  "Golden 
Harp,"  and  he  was  in  position  to  push  its  sale 
through  "The  Way  of  Life,"  and  was  just  then 
beginning  to>  have  a  good  sale.  Years  afterward  he 
told  me  that  he  saw  I  was  desirous  to  come  on  into 
the  field  of  song,  and  rather  than  compete  with  a 
young  brother  who  seemed  to  have  some  promise, 
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he  quietly  withdrew,  and  the  sale  of  "Golden  Harp" 
was  no  longer  pushed. 

I  do  not  know  how  this  impresses  the  reader,  but 
it  makes  the  writer  feel  like  that  his  own  stock  of 
religion  at  this  point  is  very  low.  This,  and  many 
other  things  in  the  life  of  this  man,  better  known 
to  ourselves  than  to  others,  have  been  of  untold  value 
to  me. 

His  advice  was  always  safe.  More  than  once  I 
have  been  in  doubt  as  to  certain  business  ventures 
which  looked  a  little  questionable,  and  I  would  have 
no  trouble  in  deciding  what  to  do>  after  I  had  talked 
with  Brother  Dodge. 

He  was  my  pastor  for  a  year  at  Walker  Street 
Church,  Atlanta,  and  for  four  years  at  East  Point. 
Some  people  accused  us  of  following  him,  and  I  may 
say  it  is  no>  great  concern  if  they  thought  so.  Pas- 
tors who  knew  him  best  would  not  blame  us  for 
doing  so. 

Just  at  this  time  the  weight  of  immortal  souls  be- 
gan to  grow  upon  me,  and  Brother  Dodge  was  ever 
ready  to  encourage  me,  and  even  let  me  try  to  preach 
at  some  of  his  appointments.  It  was  no'  wonder  that 
I  followed  him.  His  words  of  cheer  and  hearty 
"amens"  would  make  a  little  fellow  feel  like  he  was 
saying  something,  whether  he  was  or  not.  Preachers 
who  read  this  know  just  what  I  am  talking  about, 
and  they  would  have  done  just  as  I  did. 

If  I  ever  do  anything  in  preaching  (and  the  Lord 
has  helped  me  hold  some  good  meetings,  where  scores 
have  been  saved),  I  will  always  give  the  credit  to 
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Brother  Dodge  and  my  sainted  father,  who'  were  so 
patient  with  and  helpful  to'  me  years  ago.  Praise 
be  unto  God  for  help  that  comes  just  at  the  right 
time! 

As  a  pastor,  he  endeared  himself  to  us  all.  He 
was  in  our  home  often  before  and  after  our  first 
child  came,  and  so  much  did  his  prayers  and 
talks  impress  us,  we  counted  it  a  privilege  to 
honor  the  baby  with  his  name.  We  could  think 
of  nothing  so  suitable  to  couple  with  it  as  Jewel. 
So  our  first  born  bears  the  name  of  Jewel 
Dodge.  She  was  baptized  by  Brother  Dodge  at  In- 
dian Spring  camp-ground  when  about  five  months 
old.  We  have  always  felt  that  with  such  a  name  she 
can  not  afford  to  do'  anything  displeasing  to  our 
Heavenly  Father.  Brother  Dodge  was  our  pastor 
when  three  other  little  ones  were  born  to  us,  and  we 
shall  always  feel  grateful  to  God  that  they  ever  had 
the  hands  of  this  man  on  their  heads  in  holy  bap- 
tism, as  we  brought  them  to  Him  in  consecration. 
We  are  praying  that  they  may  live  so  as  to  meet  him 
in  heaven. 

His  visits  to"  our  home  wrere  always  a  benediction, 
and  helpful  in  many  ways.  His  information  on 
general  subjects  seemed  unlimited.  He  was  posted 
on  the  best  methods  of  conducting  a  successful  farm 
and  everything  in  connection  with  it,  as  well  as  the 
best  methods  of  conducting  a  charge  and  every- 
thing connected  with  it.  Many  things  will  be  seen 
from  others'  pens  in  this  book  which  will  show  what 
he  was  as  a  pastor. 
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His  association  on  the  road  while  on  the  way  to 
meetings  was  a  blessing  to  me.  One  of  our  trips 
together  to  be  remembered  was  to  Scottsville,  Texas, 
where,  through  his  influence,  I  did  my  first  work  in 
that  holiness  camp.  ( I  have  been  there  two  or  three 
times  since.)  As  soon  as  we  arrived  I  could  see 
how  much  was  thought  of  Brother  Dodge.  Even 
the  little  children,  who  had  heard  their  fathers  and 
mothers  talk  about  him,  were  eager  to  see  him.  I 
soon  felt  at  home  there;  for  all  that  anybody  cared 
to  know  was  that  Brother  Dodge  said,  "He  is  safe; 
let  him  do  what  he  wants  to,"  and  they  did.  (You 
understand,  Brother  Dodge  was  one  who  helped  to 
establish  Scottsville  camp-ground.)  On  these  trips 
we  would  room  together  and  eat  and  sleep  together, 
and  I  was  a  better  man  by  it. 

Let  me  say  something  of  his  home  life,  something 
I  suppose  which  will  not  be  known  unless  I  tell  it. 
Here  is  one  little  incident  to  show  his  wonderful 
control  of  disturbances  among  children.  Once  when 
there  was  a  misunderstanding  between  his  two<  little 
girls,  and  the  excitement  was  growing  to-  a  very  high 
pitch,  being  mixed  with  scratching  and  hair-pulling, 
their  papa  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  began  to  sing 
in  a  sweet  and  melodious  strain : 

"If  we  knew  the  baby  fingers, 
Pressed  against  the  window  pane, 
Would  be  cold  and  still  tomorrow, 
Ne'er  to  trouble  us  again ; 
Would  the  bright  eyes  of  our  darling 
Catch  the  frown  upon  our  brow  ? 
Would  the  print  of  rosy  fingers, 
Vex  us  then  as  th^v  Hr»  now ?" 
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The  disturbance  was  ended.  The  older  sister  ran 
around  the  house  so  overcome  by  the  rebuke  that 
she  was  more  anxious  to  pray  than  to  become  vexed 
with  sister,  whose  family  name  was  "Baby." 

His  son  Atticus  has  told  me  how  that  more  than 
once  there  was  not  money  enough  on  hand  to  mail 
"The  Way  of  Life,"  but  in  answer  to  prayer  the 
necessary  amount  would  come  in  just  in  time  to  save 
the  disappointment  it  would  have  caused  to  the  many 
anxious  ones  waiting  for  their  weekly  feast.  By 
every  token,  we  ought  to'  be  more  prompt  in  meet- 
ing an  obligation  with  those  who'  so  kindly  trust  us. 

These  were  days  when  Indian  Springs  Holiness 
Camp-ground  was  becoming  established,  and  as  the 
time  was  drawing  near  for  the  camp-meeting,  and 
as  a  matter  of  course  all  the  family  wanted  to  attend, 
they  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible,  as  the  money 
was  not  in  sight. 

They  had  prayed  over  it,  and  had  all  decided  to 
stay  at  home,  if  it  was  God's  will,  and  just  let  papa 
go  by  himself,  when  he  came  in  from  town,  where 
he  had  made  some  purchases,  and  began  counting 
out  his  change  and  found  three  pennies,  which  turned 
out  to  be  three  five-dollar  gold  pieces.  He  had 
"Billie,"  the  horse,  hitched  to  the  buggy,  hurried 
back  to  the  different  places  he  had  been  that  morn- 
ing, but  not  a  trace  could  be  found  from  where  the 
gold  pieces  came.  So  he  decided  that  the  Lord 
wanted  them  all  to  go>  to  the  camp-meeting,  and  they 
did. 

3d 
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I  do  not  know  how  this  impresses  the  reader,  but 
the  writer  is  simple  enough  to  believe  that  if  it  was 
necessary,  our  God  is  able  to  make  five-dollar  gold 
pieces  out  of  pennies,  rather  than  deny  one  of  His 
saints  the  greatest  pleasure  of  his  life.  The  writer 
gets  much  joy  in  believing  this  way  about  it. 

I  could  tell  many  striking  things  in  the  life  of  this 
man  of  God,  but  I  have  said  enough  to  convince  any 
one  that  his  influence  was  a  wonderful  help  and  en- 
couragement to  the  one  who  was  fortunate  enough  to 
be  associated  with  him. 

The  best  of  all,  this  kind  of  a  life  here  helps  us  on 
to  a  country  where  we  will  have  such  companionship 
forever  and  ever. 

In  His  service, 

Charlie  D.  Tillman. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 


FROM  ONE  WHO  KNEW  HIM  WELL. 


Brother  Dodge  was  such  a  patient,  sweet-spirited 
man!  Having  been  associated  with  him  for  eight 
years  in  the  office  of  "The  Way  of  Life,"  I  never 
saw  him  in  a  bad  humor — a  fact  which  has  made  a 
lasting  impression  on  me.  I  loved  him!  He  was 
my  friend.  F.  R.  Seaborn. 

Fairmont,  Ga.,  June  8,  1906. 
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AS  A  PASTOR. 


Just  one  short  year  was  it  my  privilege  to  have 
that  man  of  God  as  my  pastor. 

He  was  a  wonder  to  me,  because  he  was  always 
happy  in  Jesus.  I  said,  "How  is  this,  brother?" 
He  replied,  "I  am  obliged  to  be  happy,  because  God 
has  given  me  a  clean  heart." 

I  said,  "Do  you  believe  that  He  would  give  me  a 
clean  heart?" 

"Certainly,  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons." 

He  made  the  way  so  plain  I  grasped  it  at  once, 
and  in  a  short  time  after  that  I  found  Jesus,  my 
Sanctifier.  He  gave  me  a  clean  heart  also.  Twenty- 
eight  years  have  passed,  and  I  have  never  ceased  to 
praise  God  for  the  teaching  I  received  from  Brother 
Dodge. 

The  Holy  Ghost  was  ever  in  him  a  well  of  water, 
springing  up  unto  everlasting  life.  Always  diligent 
about  the  Father's  business.  _ 

Sabbath  morning,  after  an  early  breakfast,  he, 
with  regularity,  hastened  to  the  mission  Sabbath- 
school,  where  he  made  every  one  glad.  From  there 
to  church,  where  he  held  an  experience  meeting  for 
one  hour  before  preaching.  Sad  hearts  were  re- 
lieved, and  happy  hearts  rejoiced,  as  we  talked,  sang 
and  prayed  in  that  meeting. 

His  sermons  always  fed  the  flock.  No  one  could 
say  they  went  from  his  meetings  unfed.  The  joy  of 
the  Lord  shining  out  from  his  face  was  an  inspira- 
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tion  to  his  hearers.  In  those  days  he  was  an  earnest 
student,  and  to  him  the  Bible  was  the  "Book  of  all 
books." 

He  visited  his  people  and  studied  their  needs, 
hoping  thereby  to  be  a  blessing  to  them.  The  -deso- 
late widow  and  the  lonely  orphan  never  failed  to 
find  a  friend  in  Brother  Dodge. 

Being  well  informed  on  almost  every  subject  that 
would  concern  his  people,  he  was  enabled  to*  advise 
when  it  was  needed.  He  always  took  a  bold  stand 
for  God  and  the  right,  and  advised  his  people  that 
way  regardless  of  consequences.  God  stood  with 
him,  and  always  brought  him  out  on  "the  victory 
side." 

At  one  place  where  he  was  serving,  he  made  a 
fight  on  alcohoj.  The  demon  of  the  pit  rose  against 
him  in  such  power  he  was  at  times  forced  to  give  up 
and  lie  down,  but  God  was  with  him  all  through  the 
mighty  conflict,  finally  bringing  him  out  victorious. 
Great  rejoicing  followed  when  the  alcohol  was 
poured  on  the  ground.  From  that  day  to  this  that 
town  has  never  been  ruled  by  alcohol.  That  year's 
training  established  Brother  Dodge  and  made  him 
strong  to  endure  the  persecutions  that  awaited  him. 

From  time  to  time,  as  I  met  him  in  different 
places,  his  humility  deeply  impressed  me.  He  seemed 
to  stand  still,  while  the  Lord  God  fought  all  his 
battles. 

If  we  could  look  into'  heaven  to-day  and  ask  the 
Father  His  opinion  of  Brother  Dodge  as  a  pastor, 
His  answer  might  be  something  like  this :   "I  am  so 
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well  pleased  with  him  as  a  shepherd  I  would  be  glad 
to  reproduce  his  example  a  million  times  over  this 
earth,  because  My  people  would  be  fed  and  not 
scattered,  as  they  are  to-day." 

I  am  glad  that  he  was  looking  for  the  King  be- 
fore he  went  to*  heaven,  because  a  crown  of  life  is 
promised  to  those  who'  "love  His  appearing." 

Our  separation  from  our  brother  will  be  short. 
The  day  dawn  is  upon  us.  "The  coming  of  the  Lord 
draweth  nigh,"  when  those  who^  sleep  in  Jesus  will 
come  with  him.  "Blessed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath 
part  in  the  first  resurrection;  on  such  the  second 
death  hath  no  power,  but  they  shall  be  priests  of  God 
and  of  Christ,  and  shall  reign  with  Him  a  thousand 
years." 

Let  us  be  glad  and  give  honor  to  Him;  for  the 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come  and  His  bride  hath 
made  herself  ready. 

Mrs.  Sarah  D.  Wooten. 

Milledgeville,  Ga.,  February  21,  1906. 
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AS  EDITOR. 


"Doing  good  of  every  possible  sort,  and  as  far  as 
possible  to  all  men,  especially  to  them  who*  are  of 
the  household  of  faith  or  groaning  so  to  be." 

This  must  have  been  the  sentiment  which  glowed 
in  the  heart  of  W  A.  Dodge,  finding  its  expression 
in  the  undertaking  of  an  onerous  task  with  which 
he  had  no  familiarity,  that  of  editing  and  publishing 
a  religious  paper.  Without  newspaper  training, 
without  experience,  without  type  or  presses,  and 
without  money,  he  entered  upon  an  untried  field  of 
Christian  work;  and  for  thirteen  years  he  stuck 
to  the  task  thrust  upon  him,  believing  that  he  was 
doing  good  and  promoting  the  interest  of  the  King- 
dom of  God  among  men;  and  amid  environments 
that  would  have  crushed  any  but  an  extraordinary 
man,  he  won  victory  for  his  Lord. 

The  painful  anxiety,  and  mental  and  physical  toil 
incident  to  the  publication  of  a  holiness  paper  in  the 
pioneer  days  of  that  movement  in  Georgia,  endured 
by  Brother  Dodge  and  his  wife  and  children,  will 
not  be  known  until  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  are  told, 
and  God  shall  reward  the  martyrs  who  did  not  die 
by  stake  and  fagot,  but  who,  for  the  sake  of  His 
cause,  patiently  endured  toil,  and  care,  and  anxiety, 
by  the  day,  and  by  the  month,  and  for  years. 

Early  in  the  year  1882  Revs.  A.  J.  Jarrell,  George 
H.  Patillo,  W.  C.  Dunlap,  E.  G.  Murrah  and  W  A. 
Dodge  met  together  in   Milledgeville,   Ga.,   in  the 
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office  of  Rev.  Elam  Christian,  and,  after  deliberation 
and  much  prayer,  decided  to  begin  the  publication 
of  a  holiness  paper  in  Georgia.  It  was  also1  decided 
that  W  A.  Dodge  should  be  the  Editor  and  Elam 
Christian  the  Publisher. 

On  the  6th  day  of  March,  1882,  if  I  make  no>  mis- 
take, the  first  copy  came  from  the  press.  It  was 
called  "The  Tongue  of  Fire,"  but  was  some  time 
afterward  changed  to  "The  Way  of  Life."  It  was 
a  small  affair — four  pages,  four  columns  to<  the  page, 
and  offered  at  fifty  cents  a  year;  but  it  was  filled 
with  sound  doctrine  and  had  the  shine  of  truth  on  its 
infant  face,  and  was  destined  to  do1  a  mighty  work 
in  the  spiritual  uplift  of  Georgia  Methodism  on  the 
line  of  Scriptural  holiness. 

The  five  itinerant  preachers  who1  officiated  at  this 
birth  have  all  gone  to  heaven  except  one,  Rev.  E.  G. 
Murrah,  of  Macon,  Ga.,  who  yet  lingers  among  us, 
one  of  the  "Old  Guards"  of  the  North  Georgia  Con- 
ference, who  waits  the  summons  that  will  bring  him 
to  that  eternal  fellowship  with  Jarrell,  Patillo,  Dun- 
lap  and  Dodge.  What  a  joy  of  companionship  will 
that  be ! 

After  it  had  been  published  about  a  year  by  Rev. 
Elam  Christian,  Brother  Dodge  borrowed  some 
money  and  bought  out  the  publisher's  interest,  took 
entire  charge,  and,  with  the  help  of  his  wife  and 
children,  ran  the  paper. 

On  the  24th  day  of  May,  1884,  "The  Way  of 
Life"  was  enlarged  to  a  five  column,  four  page  paper, 
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Na  37. 


-TUB  UFB>B01T." 

,*■/»  aVjasbsg  *ow»  «»  ***■ 
KM.  * 
V*  bftT^rt  (U  kw«  to  ««jr  i 
Tar  storea*  crouds  of  asriaaasa, 
,    WUI  lura  lo  taigblar  da*. 
Tbea  tat  u*  *B  late  eoarasje. 

B*«r  we're  Ml  l«A  atoa>* 
***  Bk-Uait  MM  l«  corolo* ' 
,  TV  Bathes  ft*  Jewel*  BMB*. 


Oar  trfcklt  wtll  soon  be 
Ov  leved  qb<*  w»  *n*B  mwt,  *b  al  I 


***^»  jp>HPaw  ead    we're  etrengvre 

here, 
^Wb'w  suMcs  »  city  tewm 

In*  0b-t>Ott  BOOS  !■  ODfOlDf 

T»i-*tber  th*  JrweU  bom*. 
*«  eometlms*  (ocl  dtososiasoa 

■      And  Mjlui  11  to  all  Id  rsh\ 

y#o*a»tes>e*e  Carat)  an  1U* 
And  walk  ht  JaeuV  name. 
Jfcel  tbea  we  hear  to*  Master  say, 
l     «*m  Lead  yon  a  helping  Law)  ; ' 

.  And  M  you'll  onlr  tiuat  AC, 

f    -M  guide  jreo  to  that  to**1* 


■       B»bd  ej.-of  filth  !m 
*•  As  an*  mofi  through  ***  *»t* 

To  MHJ*flH  Old  DM, 

40>ad  toad  b*  eeMr  to  th«  part 
'    Wleb  Menus  w»  lor*  ao  dear. 
*■  (rot  rwa/i"  <rt«  th*  **ptam, 
v  ©a,  loss.  I  aV«  almost  bar*. 

Ins  EV1U  Or  TflUTK»«01H. 

eLee*  not  the  world,  DeHher  Iba  (Stage 
:  Dui  an  lo  the  *orW.  If  any  bud 
hr*e  to*  world,  lb*  love  of  the  Father 
i«  not  la  am."— I.  Jobs  il :  18. 


I 


HT  IBEV.  CLEMXMT  Ql  CaBT 

}  On*  plum  of  theworld,  lored  by 
tinea  lo  Ibur  tart,  isths  "pleasur** 
.»/    tha   world.?    These    pleas  area 

■»ia*ffC«»hi  iiiiiVyAwaiBM.bDi 

hare  tree  deadly  root  One  of  these 
"plfaaiMO-,"  Of  branches,  to  iAs 
sAsatre,  which  wo  os*  aa  eianding 
lor  show*  of  all  kind* 

»  We  take  th*  ground  that  rfcr  (A* 
Ofra,  m  el  present  conducted,  la  of 
tho  world,  belongs  to  "the  things 
of  tka  world,'*  and  is  ran  and  rulsd 

tf  Uia  world— thai  U  la  hurtful  to 
■our  soar's  best  Interests  To  love 
th*  theatre  fa  to  lore  lha  world, 
*ad  attendance  upon  Il  ia  to  ba 
w»wa  m  a  proof  of  that  love. 

F    "  What  can  you  hope  to  aeeom- 

£  Hah  by  antagonising  th*  theatre?' 
<*»  are  asked.  "Cas  yon  bopa  to 
atop  ttf*  Of  souraa,  we  oonld  not 
expect  to  do  *•-  Bnllhiato 
tt»  polpit  moat  boas  toaUmouj 
asaliwt  popular  erlla,  as  wall  aa 
tipaa  aim-  It  nraat  oot  fail  to 
•aro  vfaoa  danffir  ia  oaar.  The 
|> reacht*  (s  a  watchman  upon  lha 
avail*  of  Jtioo  to  warn  agoinal  dan- 
(az.  The  pulfrit  must  be  a  boiwari. 
•Cntaat  «•  wiekedoaaa,  whether 
*b Jddao  o>  claarlj  appaiant  6one 
Con— laariii    will   be   reached   and 

'Hirnd  by  talking  agaioat  and  ahow- 
log  «tp  the  evils  of  the  the.ttre 
>  Oni  wfO  bo  plaaaed.  The  Holy 
".aSjrirjE  will  cadon*  U,  and  it  will 
toe  lo  bm  with  .Ood'a  Word.  The 
prnaobea  eaawol  atop  to  oonaideT 
1  ttltfiber  or  not  taxf  will  heed  hla 

<  ■raratDRB.  Cao  he  hop*  to  doae 
ai^t^  aaloosa.  ahul  op  the  brotbela, 
and  brewk  op  gambling  heJJi  1  Yet 
ho  must  oppoao  thaaa  thioga  with 

1  might  and  main.  Oppoatog  them, 
a  aooaimeat  wiUbaereated  againit 
tliMn,  and  eaaoj  frill  be  eatad  from. 

the**  anafe*.    And  id  0  u  with 

•Ibftihaaswit 

1  '\  SbaM  tta  UneUnt  ba '  patron- 

"taedr-  Hh  right  to  attend  anoh 
fAmom  of  MWitaoMDtff    . 

Tha  qaartion  fori  boyond 
'CBtacb  nJaa,"  Urn  Ibara  on  be  ao 
qaeetfo*  Ihwlflea  emtrery  atleait 
to  afrtbodM  radaa.  Baaidea,  If  It 
ba  wetanf  otdf  beaanat  tha  Chtaoh 
torbids  •NaodaBoa  «pon  theatraa, 
tbea  the  farther  queatfoo  might 
■WOa,  *wa*  Jfbl  oaa  the  Ohnnh 


to  aatabflab  ataadarda  of  right  aad 
wrong  actloae,  and  to  forbid  what 
b  not  fbrUdden  by  tha  Seriptaraa 
and  by  tha  spirit  of  raUgkiDT 

Bv*o  on  the  ground  that  it  la 
eontrarr  to  Chord)  rnlea  to  attend 
the  theatre,  a  etrong  argument  can 
ba  framed  againat  it  It  ehould  be 
avfBeieol  to  know  the  Chureb  to 
wbiob  era  betoog  farblda  tnaatr*- 
golag,  aad  we  hat*  rolanlarilj' 
[TTTmrlrrd  to  ranonnoa  II  and  all 
other  worldly  things.  When  the 
Chureb  iorbida  engaging  In  any- 
thing qoaitloiiable,  th*  pretnimp- 
lioa  b  that  tha  Church  la  right. 
Christian  people  will 
atop- and  eonalder  betbr*  oreaking 
eref  bU  limits.  Aa  between  the 
Indreidoal  judgment  of  acarnal{y- 
mlndad  proreator,  wno  "mloda  the 
thlnga  of  the  fl«»h."  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  wisest  and  best  men  of 
the  Church  expressod  in  laws  and 
rulae  of  conduct,  it  will  not  lake  a 
moment  to  decide  which  la  moat 
likelrtoberighL 

It  ought  lo  be  a  sufficient  and 
aatiafaotory  answer  to  one  who  has 
any  eooseienoe  upon  this  uueatii 
and  who  honestly  seeks  light,  to 
say  thattbe  theatre  is  of  the  world, 
belongs  to  lha  world,  and  is  run  by 
lha  world,  and  hence  we  aro  not  to 
beconfonnad  to  the  world  nor  lo 
lore  the  things  of  the  world.  But 
this  is  not  sufficient  for  many  who 
hare  no  eyes  to  see  ''the  world"  Id 
"the  thehtra,"  nor  to  perceive  the 
i  acceding  nafulncsa  of  world- 
linese- 

I  The  theatre  is  opposed  by  the 
rery^oirlt  ol  tha  Sor i j.t urrs.  Dote 
such  passages  aa  these  which  teaeb 
of  true  religion,  ebow  lie 
opposition  to  a  worldly  life,  and 
urge*  d  on- conformity  to  the  world. 

"Dames  hath  forsaken  me, 
lag  loved  this  present  world,"  and 
It  n-ieybeeald  of  th*  theatre 
goera,  that  they  hare  foraekeu  God 
of  tho  lore  of  the  world. 
Be  not  eon  formed  to  Aa  world," 
eayt  Paul  "Ye  are  not  of  tha  world, 
but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  toe 
world,"  says  Christ. 

Ye  adulterer*  and  aduherasan, 
know  ye  not  that  the  frioudshipyOf 
tho  world  U  enmity  with  Ood? 
Whosoever  tlterefore,  will  be  a 
friend  of  th*  world  is  th*  enemy  of 
God.'*  James — 1?  4. 

'Where/or*,  com*  out  from 
among  Ihem,  and  be  ye  separate, 
aaith  tha  Lord,  and  touch  not  the 

n*-!*an  thing." — IT.  Cor.  vi:  17. 

Study  these  Scriptures;  for  if 
they  leaefa  anything  at  all,  thej  de- 
clare without  qoefllou  thai  Christ's 
people  are  not  of  the  world,  are 
conformed  to  the  world,  areohosen 
out  of  the  world  and  are  to  be  sep- 
arata from  it,  which  worldlinegB  ia 
found  in  the  theatre,  if  found  any- 
where, and  cannot  be  ipdutgod  in 
without  violating  these  Scriptures. 

"Abstain  from  all  appearance  of 
evO."— I  Thaa.  r  -22.  If  the  thea- 
tre has  oot  the  appearano*  of  evil, 
then  do  all  sign*  fall.     - 

'Dearlv  beloved,  abstain  from 
fleshly-  lusle,  which  war  against  tha 
soul"— L  Peter  ii:  11.  And 
theatre  U  on*  of  those  vary  lusts 
against  which  we  are  warned,  for 
John  lo  enumerating  them  in  hie 
first  epistle  speaks  of  "the  Inst  of 
too  eye,"  which  finds  Its  gratifica- 
tion in  the  eights  iathaplayponae. 
This  Is  of  the  world  and  not  of  Ood, 
and  balosga  to  *-tbo  flesh,"  which 
Paul  talks  ao  touch  about  In  Ro- 

"Y«  oannot  eerve  Ood  and 
Mamo-ion,"  aays  Jeans,  sad  yet, 
thla  b  Just  what  that  Urge  olaas  of 
theatar-going  Church  members  are 
trying  ammeossafully  to  do. 

"Y*  are  a  holy  nation,*  peaoHar 


People."— LPewr  li  B.  Wh*r*ia 
our  peculiarity  and  wherein  ra  our 
hotioea*  if  we  ax*  to  follow  after 
th*  world  In  ttr  -fawot  aAar  oarnal 
pleasnrasT  Where  ia  aenavasian 
from  the  world  to  bagia  if  not  at 
thia  pointT  Tha  rsry  hast  for  the 
theatre  ahowa  acT  attar  lack  of 
that  holiness,  without  which  no 
man  ahaD  se*  the  Lord-" 

"Lovers  of  pleasure*  mora  than 
lovera  of  Ood,"  la  tha  short  and 
pointed  deauription  given  by  Tim- 
othy of  that  worldly  obis*  who 
hare  "a  form  of  goduossa,  but  da 
oy  the  power  thereof."  And  among 
these  are  theatre-goers. 

"If  any  man  will  come  after  me, 
let  him  deny  tilmaalf,  and  come 
after  me."  are  Christ's  words. 
Where  is  setfdsnial  to  ahow  itself 
if  not  at  tha  very  point  we  are  on* 
For  Paul  writing  lo  Tilua,  stales 
that  thla  eolf-denlal  is  the  eery 
lesson  of  salvation:  "Teaching  q*. 
that  denying  ungodUnesa  and 
worldly  huts,  (or  pkuuroraa)  we 
should  live  eoberry,  righteously 
and  godly  in  this  present   world  " 

But  why  quote  further  passages? 
The  whole  tsnor  of  tha  Scriptures 
ia  against  thia  worldly  evil,  clearly 
recognised  by  all  religious  Bible 
students  and  spiritually -minded 
people. 

3.  The  example  of  Jean*  Christ' 
gives  no  euoouragement  to  theatre- 
goers. He  nays, "Follow  art'."'  iiut 
whereio  are  we  to  follow  KimT  In 
His  life,  and  His  spirit.  If  He 
were  Living  with  us,  would  He  fre- 
quent th*  modern  theatre,  on  the 
wildlMwtaar  fsoUfanaj  Vjles«iiv| 
hungry  for  fan  and  paalime'' 
Would  He  go  lo  soeb  *  place  to 
find  Instruction  and  to  learn  Iea> 
sons  In  moralsT  Suppose  Ha 
should  fisit  your  ddo*,  and  the 
theatres  were  ia  full  blast,  as  they 
now  are— does  any  one  who  knowa 
anything  of  His  life  and  chsractar 
as  revealed  fn  tlie  Hew -Testament, 
suppose,  (or  one  moment,  His 
face  would  be  turned  toward  the 
play-bouse*  Hla  feet  might  lead 
Him  up  In  that  section  of  the  city, 
but  Ha  would  more  than  likely  be 
found  preaching  on  the  etreels  to 
dying  men  aa  they  paseed  by.  Oi 
He  would  leek  some  bouse  of  pray- 
er, as  Uhs  custom  was  when  on 
earth.  If  some  noted  actor  we r»  to 
play  one  of  Shakespeare's  plays— 
and  He  were  honored  with  a  com 
plimeolary  ticket — even  this  would 
not  allure  or  tompt  Htm  to  go  to 
such  pleasure  hells.  He  might  at- 
tend If  He  wore  allowed  lo  go  on  the 
stage ;  not  as  an  actor,  but  to  apeak 
to  immortal  beings  about  their 
eouk.  If  Jesus  would  not  attend 
suob  places  as  a  pleasure  aecki 
(and  remember  He  was  a  young 
man)  yon,  as  a  follower  of  Him, 
cannot  afford  to  attend  such  resorts 
of  pleasure.  Where  is  it  rocorded 
that  H*  aought  ont  and  attended 
pieces  for  pleasuref  He  hod 
tber  time  nor  uclbnation  for  such 
things. 

Aa  Jena  Christ  ia  gfren  as  a 
practical  example  to  be  followed, 
so  G-od  has  given  but  one  standard 
for.  living,  to  both  preachers  and 
laymsn.  Is  it  right  for  Church 
msmbere  to  attend  theatraa?  Then 
it  la  not  wrong  for  their  preacher 
lo  go.  Ia  it  not  right  for  your  pas- 
tor to  patronise  nob  resorts  of 
pleasure,  where  tha  world  la  found 
assembled  ia  force  r  Then  Is  it  not 
right  for  the  paator'a  members  to 
pstronlse  Ii,  It  ia  no  mora  harm 
for  one  than  tho  other. 

Yet  ho  w  unreasonable  and  inoos- 
slsUnt  Jo  some  people  talk  I  Not 
one  ss*  them  but  will  toll  you  the 
theatre  is  not  a  proper  plane  for 
a  miniatar  of  the  OoapeL    They 


kn-iw  his  influence  will  be  loet  and 
hle-piety  will  be  earionsly  injured. 
Yet,  with  the  aama  law  for  preach- 
ers and  laymen,  they  cry  out,  '"no 
harm  lo  go  to  tha  theatre."  What 
pre)i*her  ever  attended  a  theatre 
without  being  ssriously  hurt  in  hie 
inUoanoe  over  man!  Thaaa  same 
thijwire-  going  people  would  oot 
wish  to  hare  a  theatre-  going  preach- 
er at  their  bedside  when  dying  to 
mnister  to  and  pray  for  them. 
T.sry  want  a  holy  man  for  such 

0L!W 

i.  Th*  ihritTi  it  irrsUoMus  and 
anH-roligious  in  its  make-op.  Not 
only  is  there  nothing  in  it  that  is 
reaigious;  In  many  of  its  phases,  it 
is  poilUreiy  opposed  to  the  religion 
of  the  Bible.  Its  spirit  Is  contrary 
to*ibe  rery  spirit  of  Christianity, 
and  an  enemy  to  ell  vital  godllneaa. 
The  very  atmosphere  of  the  place 
ie  reath  to  everything  spiritual- 
All  its  surroundings  and  eccom- 
pajiimeuta  lead  the  mind  away  from 
Oot .  They  lend  to  forgetfulaess 
of  die  brevity  of  Ufe  and  the  sol- 
eirTities  of  eternity, 'wad  beget  and 
'oSur  a  spirit  that'  U  carnal,  world- 
t/  and  ungoily.  Than  ia  nothing 
in.  or  belonging  to  It  favorable  to 
Scriptural  piety.  .Here  the  world  is 
ted  in  force,  and  Jesus  Christ 
mi  His  claims  are  neither  known 
nVi  recognised.  A  decidedly 
"  .Idly  spirit  pervades  the  whole 
p  vo  tad  governs  the  people  found 
tl  -re. 

The  name  of  God  is  not  onfre- 

qj^ntly  taken  ia   vain  publicly  by 

.    Drt^lloWed    lips    on    tha  *r*5e 

..'■  y*Ay*r   ie  dtten  made 

lookery;  religion  Is  ridiculed,  rice 
In  robbed  of  Its  most  hideous  feat- 
ures, and  am  Is  made  attractive  and 
plsaslng. 

The  very  plsyS  are  often  wicked 
and  an ti -religious,  bringing  lo  the 
front  the  wicked  and  illustrating 
the  rile  among  men  and  women. 
Leal  the  statement  be  charged  as 
overdrawn  or  untrue,  let  me  give 
some  testimony  from  the  stage  it 
felt 

Lillie  Lewis,  a  noted  actress.  Is 
recently  reported  in  a  daily  paper 
am  giving  utterance  to  the  follow 
ing 

"Some  folks  condemn  actreisea 
for  playing  bad  women.  What  are 
they  to  play,  then?  Surely  not 
good,  easy,  common-place,  every 
day  women  in  whose  uneventful 
lives  there  is  nothing  dramatic— no 
Il  ishiog  up  of  the  darker  passions. 
Who  would  go  to  the  theatre  to  see 
iv  star  interpret  the  life  of  a  Snn- 
d.iyachool  teacher  or  a  sitter  of 
cl.arilyT" 

This  is  pretty  good  evidence  up 
on  the  point,  and  proves  jusl  what 
we  have  declared,  but  just  what 
many  of  the  defenders  of  the  play- 
house have  no  eyes  to  see.  Of 
course  they  "interpret  bad  women." 
for  plays  of  a  more  moral  charac 
ter  wonld  not  bring  the  crowds , 
and  money  ia  what  the  theatre 
wants,  even  though  the  morals 
eorfupted. 

Duriog  my  pastorate  In  a  town 
in  Georgia,  twice  within  a  short 
time,  shows  war*  advertised  to  take 
place  in  an  opera  house  owned  by 
s  Methodist  official  proposing  to 
bnng  religion  Into  ridicule.  The 
feoeaa  contained  ahow  bills  at  one 
time  advertising  tfas  "Deacon1 
Dance,"  the  very  name  of  which 
contained  a  lie.  It  was  a  hit  at 
Church  officials,  tha  tendency  of 
which  was  to  make  light  of  Church 
officer*  and  popularise  the  dam 

At  another  time,  a  show  visited 
the  town  which  advertised  a  carl- 
cettire  of  th*  "Salvation  Army," 
w;  th,  "oom*  and.  b*  shs-red,"  and  "a 
MW  salvation."     I  prolestad  to  the 


soldW  ■hiAnred-.a* 


owner  of  the  opera  house  against 
It  in  the  name*  of  my  Blaster,  and 

th  is  feature,  so  objectionable,  was 
promised  to  be  omitted.  Yet  ao- 
called  Christian  people  were  ready 
to  patronise  and  encourage  IL 

Thia  very  aanw  show,  from  all  re- 
ports, was  so  disgusting  and  oileo- 
slv*  to  even  theatre-goers  (who  can 
stand  atmott  anything)  that  some 
of  them  could  not  stomsch  it.  .Even 
th*  town  paper  spoke  disparaging- 
ly of  it.  Quite  a  wonder ;  for  when 
the  average  secular  paper  cannot 
stand  a  company  or  a  play,  there 
must  be  something  awful  in  it 

And  such  ehows  come  along aami- 
oocasionally  heralded  by  bills  poat- 
edon  your  buildings  and  fences ,ad- 
vertiaiug  scenes  which  an  a  scan- 
dal, a  reflection  on  the  Christian 
sentiment  of  the  community,  and 
the  tendency  of  which  ie  to  bring 
religion  into  disrepute. 

The  "plays"  axe  not  selected  with 
a  view  to  convey  moral  truth  and 
to  teach  virtue?  but  of  at  the  ex- 
pense of  virtue  and  tha  loss  of  mor- 
ality. Everything  is  sacrificed  in 
order  to  get  money ;  and  ao  in  or- 
der to  make  &  popular  hit  and  suc- 
cessful ran,  the  baser  and  coarser 
feelings  are  appealed  to.  No  matter 
what  the>  play  la  lha  great  end  is 
money  receipts. 

Moral  and  instructive  play*  would 
bankrupt  any  theatrical  company 
very  quickly,  because  of  the  deprav- 
ed and  vitiated  tastes  of  the  people. 
This  sort  will  not  be  supported. 
Think  of  this,  when  you  hear  peo- 
ple talk  of  the  valuable  truths 
thefhe*tre>>       .  -t  — — 

We  are  told,  "valuable  lessons 
In  virtus  and  morality  are  there 
taught."  Who  goes  to  the  theatre 
to  be  instructed T  Not  one  in  forty. 
The  great  bulk  of  people  go  there 
to  be  amused.  They  are  hunting  fun 
and  amusement.  This  is  their  aim 
and  desire.  When  people  wish  to 
learn  lessons  in  virtus  and  morals, 
they  go  elaewher*  than  the  average 
theatre. 

All  this  talk  about   tha   theatre 

ing  instructive  is  pore  imagina- 
tion— a  mere  pretext  and  a  snare, 
to  bolster  up  thia  school  of  evil 
Soma  of  you  h  m  attended  theatres. 
Tell  me  candidly,  what  lessons  of 
.11  ty  or  religion  have 
you  learned  at  the  expenBe  of  money 
wasted  and  lima  thrown  away? 
What  vices  have  been  so  portrayed 
as  to  lead  you  to  hat*  and  turn  from 
them*     WheTein  have  you  been 

ade  better  aa  a  cltiien,  a  husband, 
or  a  wife,  a  eonor  a  daughter?  Has 
it  made  you  more  benevolent,  kind- 
hearted,  virtuous,  sober,  truthful 
and  Christ-like?  Where  are  those 
addicted  to  etrong  drink,  who  have 
been  reformed  through  this  great 
so-called  moral  agency?  Where  are 
those  who  have  become  more  lib- 
eral and  God-fearing?  Who  has 
been  led  away  from  an  abandoned 
and  lecherous  life?  Where  are 
they  who  have  graduated  in  this 
great  school  of  morals  and  virtue? 
It  would  be  refreshing  lo  aee  those 
people  who  have  been  educated  on 
a  better  line  of  morals.  On  tbi 
other  hand*,  see  bow  many  have 
bean  lad  into  bad  company,  late 
hours,  wasteful  habits,  and  even  to 
worse  places  and  into  more  serious 
evils.  Here  the  ground  baa  been 
laid  for  departure  from  God,  and 
the  first  steps  taken  in  a  wicked 
and  worldly  career.  Evan  aa  this 
is  written,  news  comes  of  a  young 
bank  oasbiergoB*  wrong  for  a  large 
amount,  a  fugitive  from  justice, 
who,  was  noted  for  his  extrava- 
gance, Us  club  Ufa,  and  his  high 
sod  costly  boxes  at  tha  t 
th*  latter  in  close  cosapsniOnship 
with  other  avils,  and  having  to  do 


with  Ihem.  Inaleadw  of  being  a 
school  of  virtue,  it  baa  practically 
been  a  eehool  of  vios,  more  espe- 
cially to  "tha  young.  Virtue  ha* 
been  often  made  to  appear  hideous 
and  vice  attractive.  The  latter  has 
often  been  so  clothed  and  ILanixod 
aa  to  be  attractive,  while  virtus  has 
been  eo  caricatured  as  to  be  not 
below  paj,  ,  ■ ,  ,   .  _ 

An  afternoon  paper  0?  a  eert&n 
Georgia  city  heads  an  editorial  with 
"A  Sermon  on  the  Stags,"  from 
which  I  bag  leave  to  dissent : 

"If  the  clergymen  of  Augusta 
had  been  in  the  theatre  hut  night 
they  would'hav*  heard  and  seen  a 
serxnoo  on  the  stage  better  than 
most  of  them   hare    preached  la ' 

any  a  long'  day.  A  lesson  in 
rsal  life,  every  day  life,  with  *Ms» 
and  Women*  aa  the  e object  and  th* ' 
actors,  was  taught  to  the  peopls, 
and  th*  impression  made  Was  illiBjjsj 
and  mors  lasting  than  ia  made  in  a" 
large  majority  of  tho  pulpits  cs*  the 
country.  Hen  and  women  avert 
shown  hew  easy  it  is  to  sin,  to  lax* , 
ths  first  wrong  step  in  speouuttuni 
and  shady  tranaaoU one  inbustrsuB, 
and  how  ■  a Logl*. -impulsive  sot 
grow*  into  breach:  of  trust  and  a 
hlg  defalcation.  They  war*  shown 
how  hard  it  Is  to  confess  and  cor- 
rect such  an  overt  act,  and  how  th* 
punishment  of  anoh  a  sin  la  only 
ended  among  men  ia  the  grave." 

If  Ibis  be  correct,  than  verily 
many -very  poor  sermons  must 
have  been  delivered  in  pulpits. 
But  whe  believes  this  but  the  ed- 
itor himself?  Verily,  this  Iss  new 
thing  under  the  sun  Better  ho- 
SJigiyatn  a.  tJienlrwaL.ruUpit.  aniL 
preaon  to  dying  men  th*  new  Gos- 
pel which  theatres  teach.  Th* 
whole  thing  fa  eo  ridiculous  that  it 
is  surprising  to  read  it.  And  yst 
this  ia  the  sort  of  defense  wnbcTis 
mad*  of  the  theatre.  Notestfaasd 
with  putting  the  stage  on  a  par 
with  the  pulpit;  her*  it  ii  placed 
abov*  the  pulpit  in  the  character  of 
itsteacbings  and  in  its  impressions 
-n  human  hearts.    Whohelteveeit? 

If  it  be  a  school  of  virtue,  who 
are  its  teachers?  Who  are  then 
instructors  in  morals?  If  sermons 
preached,  who  are  th*  preaoh- 
era?  What  is  their  moral  charac- 
ter? Will  you  alt  at  th*  fast  of  a 
rake,  eo  adulterer,  a  licentious) 
man,  to  leam  lessons  of  chaetHy 
snd  moral  purity?  Will  yon  haws 
your  wife  and  young  daughter  learn 
lessons  in  lady-like  modesty,  from 
her,  who  is  bold  and  bracea 
euough  to  appear  io  public  in 
tights,  or  with  scarcity  of  apparel, 
and  thus  wantonly  expose  her  per- 
son to  public  gsas  without  a 
blush?  Will  you  have  them  taught 
lessons  of  womanly  devotion  and 
instructed  in  the  duties  of  wires 
and  mothers  by  her,  who  has  been 
untrue  to  her  marriage  vowa,  or 
who  has  been  separated  or  divorced 
from  her  husband?  WOl  your 
refined,  modest  end  virtuous 
wives  and  girls  -  have  aa 
their  tutors  In  public  thoae  be- 
tween whom  and  the  purest  and 
best  society,  en  impassable  line  is 
drawn?  Will  s  profane  men  teach 
you  reverence,  o*r  on  intemperate 
man  matruct  yon  in  sobriety? 
Will  any  good  Icssohs  be  taught 
by  Sabbath-breaking,  ungodly,  and 
profane  actors,  who  fear  not  God, 
nor  keep  His  coinmnndaisntat 
Will  you  matriculate  your  boy  m 
euoh  a  school,  or  send  your  girl  to 
be  taught  by  such  teachers?  Yet 
or*  you  asked  to  do  thla  very 
thing,  (and  some  do  it)  with  th* 
plea  that  moral  lessons  ar*  taught 
at  tho  theatre  ( 

Even  if    the   "plays"   contained 

od     leesons,     the     surrounding* 

e  so  unfavorable  for  the 
pupils,  that  any  good  impres- 
sions are  soon  lost  upon  those  who 
witness  them.  The  amount  of  good 
taught  and  received  in  theatres  ia 
like  a  grain  of  wheat  in  a  cart  load 
of  chaff — like  a  aaed  of  barley  hi  a 
yard  full  of  cockJebura— nhs  a 
single  blade  ot  grass  among  a  yard 
full  of  weeds  and  briars — like 
reaching  fcr  a  grain  of  gold  dnerss 
In  a  barrel  of  sewerage. 

(osMOutanB  is  ssst  nwii 


COPY  OF  "THE  WAY  OF  LIFE," 

Published  for  years  by  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge,  in  the  interest  of  the 

Scriptural  Doctrine  of  Holiness. 
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nearly  double  its  former  size,  and  the  price  advanced 
to  one  dollar  a  year. 

During  his  incumbency  of  the  editor's  chair 
Brother  Dodge  served  the  following  appointments: 
Eatonton  Station,  Grace  Church,  Atlanta  (which  he 
built)  ;  Gainesville,  Cartersville,  Bolton  circuit,  Ful- 
ton circuit,  Forsyth  circuit,  Walker  Street,  Atlanta 
and  Southside  Mission,  Atlanta.  Three  years  he 
was  supernumerary,  on  account  of  throat  trouble. 

Some  idea  of  the  work  done  by  the  paper,  and  its 
circulation,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  when 
it  left  his  hands  there  was  due  Brother  Dodge  on 
his  books  as  much  as  $6,000. 

In  1895,  Brother  Dodge  consented  to  the  merging 
of  "The  Way  of  Life"  into  "The  Methodist,"  edited 
by  Rev.  H.  C.  Morrison  and  published  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  to  whom  the  paper  was  sold.  To  show  the 
mind  of  Brother  Dodge,  we  quote  from  his  words  in 
the  last  editorial  he  wrote  for  the  paper : 

"We  never  started  out  to  be  the  Editor  and  Pub- 
lisher of  a  paper,  but  it  was  thrust  upon  us  in  such 
a  way  that  we  could  not  say  no.  All  along  we  have 
been  ready  to  turn  it  over  when  we  felt  convinced 
that  it  would  be  for  the  glory  of  God  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  Holiness  Movement." 

Editor  Morrison  wrote  when  the  papers  were 
united : 

"  'The  Way  of  Life'  was  the  Morning  Star  paper 
in  the  Holiness  Movement  in  the  South.  It  has 
done  a  noble  work.  Only  eternity  can  tell  the  thou- 
sands of  souls  that  have  been  led  on  to  full  salvation 
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by  the  instructions  contained  in  its  columns.  It  has 
always  been  true  as  the  needle  to  the  pole,  and  sweet 
in  spirit  as  the  honey  of  Canaan.  May  God's  bless- 
ing rest  upon  Brother  Dodge's  work  and  his  devoted 
family,  who  so  faithfully  stood  by  him  in  his  battle 
for  the  greatest  doctrine  of  Methodism." 

W  O.  Butlkr, 

North  Georgia  Conference. 
Chickamauga,  Ga. 


NORTH    GEORGIA     HOLINESS     CONVEN- 
TION. 


The  following  notice  of  the  spring  meeting  of  this 
Convention  will  bring  up  sweet  memories  to  some 
who  have  lived  in  the  past.  It  is  taken  from  an  old 
copy  of  "The  Way  of  Life,"  of  March  8,  1893.  In- 
terest attaches  to  it,  because  Brother  Dodge  was  the 
leading  spirit  in  the  meeting : 

"The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  North  Georgia  Holi- 
ness will  be  held  with  the  Hamilton  Street  Church, 
Dalton,  Ga.,  April  24-30,  Rev.  M.  D.  Smith,  pastor. 
Begin  at  once  to  arrange  for  goirn^.  But  do>  not 
forget  to  fast  and  pray  for  a^wonclcrful  baptism  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  We  must,  under  God,  have  many 
souls  saved  and  sanctified  at  this  meeting. 

"All  are  invited  to  come,  whether  they  are  in  the 
experience  or  not.  We  expect  to1  have  Rev.  George 
D.  Watson  with  us,  D.  V.,  and  also  others." 
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AS  ONE  OF  THE  FOUNDERS  OF  THE  IN- 
DIAN SPRING  CAMP-MEETING. 


While  not  the  first  of  the  preachers  of  the  Geor- 
gia Conferences  to>  come  into  the  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience of  entire  sanctification,  which,  according  to 
Dr.  Lovick  Pierce,  had  "been  lost  from  the  church," 
Brother  Dodge,  from  his  first  entering  into  the  ex- 
perience, became  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  move- 
ment. He  soon  became  almost  its  embodiment.  It 
is  safe  to  say  that  no  ten  men  did  as  much  to<  forward 
the  cause. 

"The  Way  of  Life,"  which  he  for  so>  many  years 
published  alone  and  on  his  own  responsibility,  so 
carried  the  elementary  teachings  of  the  experience 
into  Methodist  circles,  and  so  demonstrated  its  claims 
as  a  Methodist  and  Scriptural  doctrine,  that  to-day 
the  suspension,  or  merging,  of  that  paper  is  a  regret 
to  hundreds  yet  living. 

The  writer  well  remembers  once,  when  shaken  in 
his  own  steadfastness,  and  pressed  to  a  choice  be- 
tween compromise  and  Conference  unpopularity,  as 
the  devil  pictured  it,,  a  sentence  in  a  letter  from 
Brother  Dodge  lighted  up  the  way  and  strengthened 
him  to  walk  in  it :  "From  the  first  I  had  to  be  defi- 
nite, and  God  has  made  it  a  great  blessing  to  me." 

We  will  never  forget  his  big,  happy  face  at  our 
own  Conference,  where,  although  knowing  that  he 
was  preaching  a  doctrine  unpopular  with  most  of 
the  preachers,  and  feared  by  many,  he  was,  in  the 


46  LIFE  OF  RFV.   W.   A.   DODGF. 

sweetness  of  perfect  love,  pressing  what  he  knew  to 
be. his  church's  doctrine,  and,  his  church's  hope. 

When  the  paper  changed  form  and  hands,  and  our 
brother  went  back  to  his  full  Conference  work  with 
all  his  time  and  powers,  his  zeal  for  the  "central  idea 
of  Christianity"  still  burned  beyond  the  possibility 
of  confinement.  His  association  with  the  move- 
ment in  other  places  prepared  him  to  see  the  im- 
portance of  propagating  the  truth  in  the  old  Meth- 
odist way  of  a  great  central  camp-meeting.  It  was 
in  his  heart  that  the  work,  so  widely  known  from 
the  Indian  Spring  center,  was  projected.  The 
"largest  and  best  appointed  camp-meeting  in  the 
South"  was  seen  by  faith  and  love,  before  others  had 
thought  of  it  at  all. 

It  was  during  the  South  Georgia  Holiness  meet- 
ing in  Waycross,  in  the  fall  of  1889,  that  the  matter 
was  first  mentioned.  It  found  a  responsive  chord, 
and  with  a  profound  sense  that  an  important  move- 
ment was  about  to>  be  projected,  the  friends -present 
waited  for  the  unfolding  of  the  plans,  and  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  fittest  place  for  locating  the  caifip- 
ground.  All  instinctively  depended  upon  the  one 
man,  who  had  so  proven  his  capacity  and  devotion, 
that  we  felt,  difficult  as  the  new  movement  was,  love 
would  find  the  way  and  God  would  assist. 

In  God's  providence,  the  spring  meeting  of  the  As- 
sociation was  held  in  a  little  saw-mill  town  called 
Ashburn,  now  the  county-seat  of  Turner  county. 
We  wondered,  as  we  looked  out  on  the  town  the 
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morning  after  our  arrival,  why  we  had  been  directed 
to  SO'  small  and  unpromising  a  field. 

Brother  Dodge,  as  usual,  was  present,  leading  the 
services. 

It  was  this  meeting  that  proved  to  be  God's  plan 
for  making  possible  the  project  of  the  camp-meeting. 
Lumber  and  building  assistance  from  friends,  who 
saw  the  great  light  during  this  week  of  fruitful  serv- 
ice, were  contributions  as  large  as  they  were  timely. 
It  was  one  of  the  providential  links  in  carrying  for- 
ward.that  which  had  been  begun  with  faith  in  God 
to  further  His  plans.  It  was  a  common  thing  to  stop 
in  the  midst  of  any  work  we  might  be  doing  to- 
gether on  the  camp-ground  and  engage  in  prayer. 
When  we  walked  over  the  ground  near  the  spring, 
seeking  out  a  location  for  the  establishing  of  this 
sacred  place,  he  proposed  that  we  kneel  there  in  the 
depth  of  the  woods  and  ask  Divine  guidance. 

He  always  said  that  he  thought  the  Lord  was  in 
the  choice  which  was  made. 

The  site  had  been  selected  during  the  Christmas 
week  following  the  fall  meet  in  Waycross  in  1889. 
Brother  Dodge,  accompanied  by  H.  A.  Hodges,  J.  H. 
Curry  and  the  writer,  walked  that  memorable  day 
over  much  of  the  ground  from  Flovilla  to  Indian 
Spring,  seeking  the  location. 

More  than  once  during  the  day  the  quartette 
kneeled  and  sought  direction  as  to  the  best  place, 
and  when  it  was  thought  that  the  proper  site  had 
been  found,  we  prayed  again  that  God  would  over- 
rule and  change  the  choice  if  He  saw  best.    This  He 
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did  in  a  way  to  show  that  He  had  heard  the  prayer, 
and  the  present  location  proved  manifestly  better  in 
every  way,  and  was  finally  chosen. 

Well  does  the  writer  remember  the  Tuesday  morn- 
ing before  the  appointed  first  meeting,  when,  having 
boarded  the  train  in  Waycross  Monday  night,  he  ar- 
rived on  the  camp-ground  a  little  after  sun-up  on 
Tuesday,  and  saw  Brothers  Dodge  and  Hodges, 
dressed  in  overalls,  and  with  mattock  and  hoe,  dili- 
gently clearing  the  undergrowth  in  the  grove  of  thick 
oaks  leading  to  the  ten  acres  which  then  composed 
the  grounds. 

The  two  had  been  a  week  on  the  grounds  cleaning 
up  and  putting  up  some  small  tents,  which  had  been 
given  Brother  Dodge  by  the  Illinois  Holiness  Asso- 
ciation, and  also  erecting  a  large  cloth  tent,  loaned 
for  the  occasion,  and  under  which  the  first  meeting 
on  the  ground  was  held. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  no  man  put  more  earnest 
and  hard  work  on  the  ground  than  did  Brother 
Dodge.  Ably  assisted  by  Brother  Hodges,  of  like 
practical  ability,  he  was  everywhere  to  be  seen,  and 
no  work  was  too  hard,  or  too  soiling  to  hands  or 
overalls,  for  him  to  perform;  it. 

And  this  was  true  to  the  last.  Always  busy  with 
fresh  details  and  improvements,  for  a  day  or  two  af- 
ter the  meeting  began  it  was  a  marvel  to  some  of  us 
how  he  could  still  be  so  fully  into  every  service.  It 
was  truly  the  "joy  of  the  Lord"  that  sustained  and 
refreshed  him. 

We  will  never  forget  the  day  when  the  new  im- 
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provements  were  finished,  and  he  had  come  regularly 
into  the  worship  under  the  tabernacle.  It  seemed 
that  the  Lord  especially  rewarded  him  for  his  faith- 
fulness. The  mighty  tide  of  the  Spirit's  inflowing 
seemed  to  be  almost  more  than  he  could  bear.  The 
beaming  face  and  dilating  form  were  a  picture  never 
to  be  forgotten.  The  writer  called  his  own  little  son 
to  his  side  and  said :  "Take  that  scene  well  into  your 
mind.  You  will  not  see  his  like  again  in  this  world. 
It  is  a  picture  of  God  rewarding  His  faithful  serv- 
ant, and  it  is  a  foretaste  of  heaven." 

We  still  cherish  that  picture  on  that  occasion  in 
that  place  as  a  rich  reminder  of  the  last  and  Great 
Holiness  Meeting  where  we  confidently  expect, 
through  the  keeping  grace  of  God,  to  meet  him 
again ! 

It  was  perhaps  three  years  before  his  death,  that 
sitting  one  moonlight  night  after  a  hard  day's  work 
of  preparation  for  the  next  camp-meeting,  and  speak- 
ing of  his  love  for  the  beautiful  and  hallowed 
grounds,  that  he  said,  "I  would  like  to  be  buried 
here  where  heaven  has  always  seemed  so  near,  and 
where  God  is  working  so  mightily  to  quicken  His 
church  and  by  that  means  to  save  the  world." 

He  felt,  as  others  of  us  feel,  that  there  is  no  spot 
on  earth  where  it  would  be  more  easy  and  natural 
to  meet  and  greet  the  Lord  than  here,  where  He 
has  always  seemed  so  near,  and  has  so  revealed  His 
glory. 

Dublin,  Ga.  G.  W  Mathews, 

South  Georgia  Conference. 
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RECOLLECTIONS  BY  MRS.  W.  A.  DODGE. 


In  1869  we  were  married.  That  year  Mr.  Dodge 
was  instrumental  in  building  Evans'  Chapel,  Atlanta, 
now  Walker  Street  Church.  In  1871  we  were  sent 
to  Dahlonega,  the  charge  composed  of  one  Church 
in  town  and  three  in  the  country.  One  was  at  Gaddis- 
town,  sixteen  miles  distant.  The  former  pastor  had 
used  a  borrowed  horse  for  his  country  appointments, 
but  now  there  was  no>  horse  in  town,  either  to>  hire 
or  borrow.  Mr.  Dodge,  however,  managed,  in  Janu- 
ary and  February,  to  secure  an  animal,  but  in  March 
he  failed.  When  the  day  came  to  leave  for  Gaddis- 
town  he  went  up  town  to  see  if  he  could  secure  a 
way  to  get  to  his  appointment,  but  met  with  failure. 
When  he  came  back  I  told  him  not  to*  go1 — that  there 
would  only  be  a  few  out  to  hear  him  anyway.  His 
reply  was,  "Yes,  that  is  so,  but  I  must  go."  This 
was  his  life-long  rule — to  go<  to  the  post  of  duty  at 
any  cost.  When  I  asked  him  how  he  was  going,  he 
quickly  replied  he  would  walk.  And  walk  he  did. 
He  left  me,  starting  out  to  go  sixteen  miles 
across  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  a  very  rough  and 
steep  way  to  travel.  He  reached  Gaddistown  about 
sundown,  preached  that  night  and  the  next  day  at 
1 1  o'clock.  Then,  starting  back  home,  he  preached 
at  another  appointment  at  3  p.m.,  and  again  at  night. 
Coming  to  Jones's  Chapel,  three  miles  from  home, 
he  preached  the  next  Sunday  at  11  o'clock,  when 
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a  good  brother  was  thoughtful  enough  to  go  out  and 
bring  him  home. 

His  feet  were  so  blistered  and  he  was  so  sore,  he 
could  scarcely  walk  for  several  days.  After  he  had 
left  home  on  this  trip  mentioned,  several  called  at 
the  house  to  see  him,  when  I  told  them  he  had  gone 
over  the  mountains  to  his  appointment.  "How  did 
he  go,  Sister  Dodge?"  was  asked.  "He  walked," 
I  replied.     And  I  cried  myself  sick  about  it. 

But  there  was  a  happy  sequel  to  it.  The  people 
were  exceedingly  sorry  when  they  heard  of  his  walk- 
ing to  his  appointment,  and  said  it  should  never  oc- 
cur again.  So  Monday  afternoon  Brother  William 
Worley  came  riding  up  to  the  parsonage  with  a  beau- 
tiful horse  and  saddle,  and  said:  "Brother  Dodge, 
this  is  your  horse.  The  citizens,  after  they  found  that 
you  had  been  compelled  to  walk  to  your  churches, 
made  up  a  purse,  and  bought  this  horse  for  you." 
No  more  blistered  feet  now ! 

When  Conference  removed  us  from  Dahlonega 
he  left  seven  preaching  places  for  the  poor  people 
in  that  section.  Then  Mr.  Dodge  was  on  the  Dah- 
lonega District  two  years,  and  on  the  Gainesville 
District  one  year.  From  there  we  went  to  St.  Paul's, 
Atlanta,  where  he  finished  paying  for  the  church 
building  and  erected  a  parsonage.  From  there  we 
went  to  Sparta,  staying  two  years.  He  soon  dis- 
covered there  was  no  preaching  at  the  cotton  factory 
nearby,  and  organized  a  Sunday-school,  where  he 
went  every  Sunday  morning  at  8  o'clock,  then  back 
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to  town  to  preaching,  the  town  Sunday-school  being" 
in  the  afternoon.  Every  Tuesday  night  he  preached 
to  the  factory  people,  for  he  always  had  a  tender 
feeling  for  these  hard-working  people. 

I  remember  that  year  Bishop  Pierce's  granddaugh- 
ter married  at  the  church,  and  Rev.  Lovick  Pierce 
performed  the  ceremony.  We  were  invited  to  the 
church,  and  also  to  the  reception.  But  it  was  Tues- 
day night,  the  occasion  of  preaching  to  the  factory 
people,  so  we  went  to  the  factory,  then  back  to  the 
reception.  Of  course,  we  were  late.  Bishop  Pierce 
met  us  at  the  door  and  said,  very  pleasantly,  "Very 
fashionable  pastor  and  wife!"  Mr.  Dodge  said, 
*  'Bishop,  I  went  to  fill  my  appointment  at  the  fac- 
tory first."  The  bishop  replied,  "God  bless  you, 
Brother  Dodge !  Duty  before  pleasure  with  you  al- 
ways."    How  true  was  that  of  him ! 

After  leaving  Sparta  we  were  sent  to  Eatonton. 
living  there  four  years.  Here  we  found  a  nice  town, 
but  there  were  seven  bar-rooms  in  it.  Mr.  Dodge  com- 
menced immediately  in  dead  earnest  to  work  for 
their  overthrow.  Every  week  he  prepared  an  article 
for  the  town  paper  on  temperance,  and  on  acount  of 
his  great  activity  on  this  burning  question  many  hard 
things  were  said  about  him.  But  he  was  not  turned 
aside.  He  kept  oh  working  and  praying,  and  the 
second  year  all  the  bar-rooms  were  put  out  of  busi- 
ness except  one. 

While  he  was  at  Conference  at  the  close  of  his 
second  year,  some  one  in  Eatonton  was  expressing 
publicly  a  wish  for  him  to  be  sent  back  again.     An 
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old  darkey,  hearing  the  remark,  said,  "I  don't  know 
what  you  want  Mr.  Dodge  to  come  back  for.  He  has 
■got  all  the  bar-rooms  out  but  one,  and  if  he  comes 
back  again,  he  will  get  that  one  clean  out,  too."  He 
came  back,  and  the  darkey  was  right — the  last  bar- 
room did  get  out. 

That  year  we  had  a  wonderful  meeting,  the  best 
I  ever  saw.  Everybody  seemed  to  get  religion,  and 
the  liquor  had  to>  go.  Mr.  Dodge  was  the  happiest 
man  I  ever  saw.  He  would  walk  the  streets  nearly 
all  day  long,  and  rejoice,  "The  victory!  The  vic- 
tory! God  has  given  us  the  victory!" 

The  brethren  gave  him  a  well-filled  purse  and  a 
vacation  after  this,  in  order  to  go  off  and  rest.  But 
instead  of  doing  so  he  went  to  Cartersville,  Ga.,  and 
helped  the  pastor,  Rev.  A.  J.  Jarrell,  ten  days.  He 
would  not  take  time  to  rest — said  he  "would  rather 
wear  out  than  rust  out." 

He  was  put  on  the  Atlanta  City  Mission  in  1883, 
when  he  succeeded  in  building  what  was  then  Grace 
Church,  now  a  strong  city  charge,  erecting  a  fine 
building.  They  were  enabled  to  worship  in  the  base- 
ment April  20,  1884.  He  preached  his  first  sermon 
in  it  on  "Gratitude  and  Courage."* 

In  1885,  he  went  to  Gainesville;  in  1886,  to  Car- 
tersville, then  to  Fulton  Circuit,  just  outside  of  At- 
lanta. During  the  years  1895,  1896  and  1897,  he 
took  a  supernumerary  relation,  living  in  Atlanta.  He 

*Note — It  is  a  coincidence  that  just  about  the  time  Sister  Dodge 
was  writing  the  article  above  in  which  she  refers  to  the  erecti  m  of 
Grace  Church,  Atlanta,  under  her  husband's  ministry,  this  eame  church 
had  erected  and  was  preparing  to  dedicate  a  handsome  edifice,  costing 
many  thousand  dollars,  to  take  the  place  of  the  first  building. 
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helped  very  much  Brother  Thomas  C.  Mayson  in  his 
mission  work  on  Peters  Street,  a  locality  noted  for 
its  great  sinfulness  in  this  large  city.  Here  a  Sun- 
day-school was  in  operation,  prayer-meeting  held 
every  Sunday  morning  at  8  o'clock,  and  a.  breakfast 
served  for  the  poor  people  at  9  o'clock.  The  first 
Thanksgiving  dinner  these  people  ever  saw  was  ar- 
ranged by  Mr.  Dodge  (see  newspaper  clipping  be- 
low) and  Brother  Mayson. 

The  last  charge  he  served  before  he  left  us  for 
heaven  was  St.  James',  Atlanta,  where  he  received 
over  one  hundred  members. 

So  it  will  be  found  he  was  a  Sunday-school  work- 
er, temperance  laborer,  a  faithful  preacher,  a  toiler 
on  missions,  one  who  did  his  best  in  every  place  in. 
which  he  found  himself  in  the  providence  of  God- 
Blessed  man ! 

East  Point,  Ga.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Dodgs. 

After  Sister  Dodge  wrote  the  foregoing,  and  in- 
close connection  with  Brother  Dodge's  work  as  At- 
lanta City  Missionary,  and  the  starting  of  what  is 
now  Grace  church,  one  of  the  leading  Methodist 
congregations  in  Atlanta,  the  following  card  was 
found  among  his  "sketches"  of  sermons,  which  gives 
an  item  of  interest  about  the  erection  of  the  first 
Methodist  structure  in  that  part  of  the  city,  which 
marked  the  beginning  of  that  influential  church.  It 
is  an  appeal  for  help : 
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"Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  i,  1883. 

"The  City  Missionary  has  much  expense  unpro- 
vided for,  such  as  rents,  lights,  Sunday-school  litera- 
ture, and  many  calls  from  the  poor,  etc. 

"He  is  now  trying  to  build  a  plank  tabernacle  on 
Houston  street,  between  Jackson  and  Boulevard, 
where  he  can  begin  to  preach  and  hold  Sunday- 
school,  prayer-meetings,  etc.  Brother  Brewer,  a 
member  of  First  church,  has  been  employed  for  a 
month,  at  least,  to  help  in  visiting,  and  securing 
money  and  subscriptions  for  the  new  church  on  the 
Boulevard. 

"Will  you  help  him?  Anything,  much  or  little. 
Please  put  the  amount  on  this  card,  and  drop  in  the 
collection-basket  to-day. 

"The  money  you  can  hand  to  the  pastor,  the  City 
Missionary,  or  to  Brother  Brewer. 

"W.  A.  Dodge, - 

"Atlanta  City  Missionary." 

"I  promise  to  pay  the  sum  of  $ for  the 

-support  of  Atlanta  City  Missions  during  the  present 
year,  payable  in  installments^  as  follows : 

Signature 

No Street." 

On  the  back  of  this  card  is  a  "sketch"  of  a  sermon, 
when  and  where  preached  is  not  stated,  possibly 
while  he  was  working  at  that  point. 

Text. — Numbers  10:29:  "And  Moses  said  unto 
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Hobab,  We  are  journeying  unto  the  place  of  which 
the  Lord  said,  I  will  give  it  to  you !  come  thou  with 
us,  and  we  will  do  thee  good,  for  the  Lord  hath, 
spoken  good  concerning  Israel." 

I.  Israel  was  journeying — 
i.  They  were  in  Egypt. 

2.  They  were  on  their  way  to  Canaan. 

II.  They  were  unselfish — 

i .  They  wanted  others  to  go  with  them. 

2.  They  were  willing  to  divide. 

3.  They  could  safely  promise  them  good — 
"for  the  Lord  hath  spoken  good  concerning; 
Israel." 

a.  He  was  able  to  perform. 

b.  He  did  perform. 

c.  And  they  did  divide. 


FROM  AN  OLD  COPY  OF  "THE  WAY  OF 

LIFE." 


The  Cordele  District  Holiness  Meeting  will  be 
held  at  Ty-Ty,  Georgia.  Those  going  will  please 
send  their  names  to  Rev.  J.  J.  Williams,  Ty-Ty,  at 
once,  that  homes  may  be  provided. 

Revs.  R.  O.  Smith  and  D.  M.  Crawford  will  be 
present  to  help  the  home  force  push  the  battle.  The 
time  will  be  March  20. 

Ashburn,  Ga.  J.  Lawrence. 
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HOW  THE  POOR  WERE  FED  AT  THE 
GOSPEL  MISSION. 


The  following  account  of  this  interesting  incident, 
referred  to  in  the  foregoing  article  by  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Dodge,  is  taken  from  an  Atlanta,  Ga.,  paper,  which 
appeared  the  next  day : 

"Thanksgiving  day  was  more  than  a  name  to 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  who  gathered  at 
the  Peters  Street  Gospel  Mission  this  afternoon  be- 
tween the  hours  of  12  and  2  o'clock.  There  a 
Thanksgiving  dinner  was  served  to  the  poor  people 
of  the  neighborhood,  and  later  this  afternoon  sundry 
well-filled  baskets  will  go>  out  from  the  mission  into 
the  homes  of  the  sick  and  suffering  poor  in  the 
squalid  alleys  in  that  section  of  the  city- 
All  the  morning  religious  services  were  conducted 
at  the  mission  by  different  ministers  and  laymen,  and 
a  large  crowd  was  present.  The  lame,  the  halt  and 
the  blind  were  there,  for  in  addition  to  their  spiritual 
wants  their  bodily  wants  were  supplied,  and  thus  they 
looked  with  much  more  favor  on  the  gospel  truths 
that  were  presented  to  them  in  such  a  substantial 
manner. 

A  HUNDRED  WERE  FED. 

"Mr.  T  C.  Mayson,  the  founder  of  the  mission, 
Rev.  W  A.  Dodge,  and  others,  wore  beaming  faces 
when  the  hour  for  serving  the  dinner  arrived.  There 
were  in  the  rooms  of  the  mission  about  a  hundred 
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people,  some  o<f  them  wan-faced  children  who  had 
never  known  what  it  was  to  have  a  good  square  meal. 
They  had  heard  of  Thanksgiving  dinners,  but  re- 
garded them  as  something  afar  off,  in  some  enchant- 
ed land,  to  which  they  never  expected  to  draw  near. 
When  they  stood  face  to  face  with  a  genuine  Thanks- 
giving dinner,  with  turkey  and  trimmings,  their 
pleasure  can  better  be  imagined  than  described. 

"As  the  hour  of  noon  approached  the  children 
had  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  back  door,  for  just  out- 
side, behind  the  mission,  the  dinner  was  being  pre- 
pared. A  long  counter  stood  there  over  which  was 
an  awning  to  shut  off  the  dampness  of  the  morning. 

"On  this  counter  was  a  pile  of  good  things — tur- 
keys, chickens,  roast  beef,  roast  mutton,  cake,  pies, 
sweet  fresh  rolls,  crackers,  celery,  cranberry  sauce, 
and  everything  else  that  could  go  to  make  a  good  din- 
ner. 

"A  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  with  sleeves 
rolled  up,  were  at  work  carving  up  the  meats  and 
serving  the  plates  that  were  piled  up  around  them. 
Each  plate  was  filled  until  it  could  hold  no  more,  and 
when  all  were  ready  the  door  was  opened  and  the 
workers  at  the  mission,  both  old  and  young,  carried 
the  plates  in  and  passed  them  out  until  everybody 
was  supplied. 

"It  would  have  done  the  heart  of  any  man  good 
to  have  seen  the  looks  of  gratitude  that  settled  on 
the  face  of  one  poor  woman  and  her  six  children,  all 
little  fellows,  as  they  saw  the  tempting  food.  They 
are  very  poor  and  the  only  square  meals  they  ever 
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get  are  at  the  mission  where  they  go  regularly  every 
Sunday  morning.  To-clay  the  meal  was  square  with 
an  extra  crown  of  good  things  on  top  to  run  it  over. 

HAD   NFVFR   SKFN   TURKEY. 

"The  children  didn't  know  what  the  turkey  was, 
and  had  to  be  told.  Their  delight  knew  no  bounds 
when  they  realized  that  they  were  actually  eating 
sure  enough  turkey  and  cranberry  sauce.  Some  old 
men  were  there  and  old  women,  and  their  eyes,  dim- 
med with  age,  were  streaming  as  they  took  with 
thankful  hearts  the  food  that  was  given  them,  sug- 
gesting to  some  better  days  they  had  known  in  the 
long  ago  when  they  lived  in  comfort  on  the  old  plan- 
tation where  want  never  showed  his  haggard  face. 

"The  dinner  was  served  from  12  to  2,  and  some- 
where in  the  neighborhood  of  200  people  were  fed, 
"This  afternoon  when  order  has  been  fully  restored  all 
the  food  that  is  left  will  be  taken  out  to*  the  highways 
and  hedges  to  feed  those  who  were  unable  to  come, 
to  the  dinner.  In  many  of  the  lanes  and  alleys  run- 
ning off  from  Peters  street  there  are  bedridden  poor, 
some  paralyzed  and  others  dying  for  the  delicacies 
of  life.  The  good  men  and  women  of  the  mission 
have  hunted  them  out,  and  since  the  place  has  been 
opened  these  poor  have  been  fed.  To-day  they  were 
made  unusually  glad  by  the  abundance  of  good 
things  that  were  brought  them. 

"Among  the  articles  of  food  sent  in  to  the  mission 
this  morning  were  seven  fine  turkeys,  a  large  number 
■of  chickens,  200  light  rolls,  an  endless  quantity  of 
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light  bread,  several  big  boxes  filled  with  roast  beef 
and  roast  mutton,  three  boxes  of  cakes,  genuine  cake 
with  icing  on  the  top,  and  then  there  were  biscuits,, 
sweetmeats  and  crackers. 

"To  make  the  day  one  of  genuine  thanks  a  box  of 
hats,  twelve  in  number,  and  a  quite  as  large  quan- 
tity of  clothing  for  all  classes,  were  sent  out  and  dis- 
tributed among  the  poor.  It  was  a  day  of  genuine 
thanksgiving,  and  long  will  it  be  remembered  by  the- 
workers  and  attendants  at  the  mission." 


A  LETTER  FROM  BISHOP  J.  S.  KEY. 


Sherman,  Texas,  February  i,  1904. 

My  Dear  Sister  Dodge  :  I  give  you  my  sympathy 
and  prayers  in  this  the  darkest  hour  of  your  life. 
You  are  sorely  bereaved,  and  so  am  I.  The  best- 
friend  of  my  whole  life  is  gone.  I  counseled  with 
him  and  confided  in  him,  and  loved  him.  He  was 
worthy  of  it,  and  I  knew  it. 

I  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood,  and  never 
saw  in  him  one  solitary  wrong  act  or  suspected  in. 
him  a  wrong  motive.  He  was  the  Lord's  own,  and, 
is  at  home  with  the  God  he  loved  and  served. 

I  mourn  for  you  and  for  myself.    The  loss  is  ours. 
The  gain  is  his.      I  am  trying  to  live  so  as  to  meet: 
him.    The  thought  of  it  relieves  the  sorrow  over  his- 
loss. 

God  bless  you,  my  afflicted  sister,  and  give  you. 
support  in  this  dark  hour. 

Affectionately, 
(Signed)  Joseph  S.  Key. 
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CONVERTED  UNDER  HIS  MINISTRY. 


When  I  was  quite  a  boy  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge  was 
a  young  preacher,  and  held  a  protracted  meeting  at 
old  Mt.  Charlotte  schoolhouse  in  the  summer  of 
1866.  I  was  fourteen  years  old,  and  was  going  to 
school.  The  teacher  would  let  us  out  for  the  eleven 
o'clock  service.  After  one  week,  all  of  the  minis- 
terial help  left  him.  Monday  morning  came,  and 
Brother  Dodge,  in  his  jovial  way,  said,  "I  am  all 
alone  to-day,  but  I  will  do  my  best  to  pull  the  load." 
He  held  the  meeting  under  a  bush  arbor  at  the  back 
of  the  schoolhouse,  as  the  house  was  crowded. 

After  one  of  the  best  sermons  I  ever  heard,  from 
Romans  8:14:  "For  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  they  are  the  sons  of  God,"  I  made  a  sur- 
render to  God,  and  when  I  left  my  seat  to  give  my 
hand  to  join  the  church,  God  wonderfully  saved 
my  soul  before  I  got  to  the  preacher,  who  took  me 
in  his  arms  and  shouted  for  joy.  Oh,  what  a  bright 
spot  in  my  history ! 

After  a  short  time  he  lost  his  wife,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  married  my  aunt,  Mary  Jones,  which 
made  the  tie  between  us  all  the  stronger. 

After  several  years  he  sold  out  his  paper,  "The 
Way  of  Life,"  and  went  out  in  the  evangelistic  work. 
So  we  traveled  together  a  good  deal.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1897  we  went  to  Monticello,  Ga.,  to  hold  a 
three-weeks'  meeting  in  the  Methodist  church.  Rev. 
H.  L.  Embry  was  the  pastor,  and  we  had  a  hard  pull. 
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the  first  week.  The  second  week  it  got  better,  and 
the  people  got  to  confessing  and  making  up  with 
their  neighbors,  and  getting  their  accounts  straight- 
ened up  with  each  other.  The  third  week  the  hoops 
fell  down  and  the  staves  fell  in,  and  there  was  a 
glorious  time  in  the  old  town  of  Monticello. 

The  last  night  of  the  meeting  the  devil  overdid  his 
work  in  sending  a  one-legged,  drunken  man  to  the 
church.  While  the  preaching  was  going  on,  the  poor 
man  fell  asleep,  and  a  bottle  of  whiskey  fell  out  of  his 
pocket  and  broke  and  spilled  out  on  the  floor,  and 
later  a  pistol  fell  out.  When  the  meeting  closed  his 
friends  began  to  beg  for  him.  The  pastor  was  firm 
and  was  going  to1  present  him  to  the  grand  jury. 
Before  we  left  Monday  morning  his  wife  came  in, 
begging  the  pastor  for  him,  and  before  we  left 
Brother  Dodge's  great  big  heart,  which  was  always 
full  of  love  for  poor  dying  men,  got  to  begging  the 
pastor  for  him,  too,  and  under  some  good  promises 
from  the  poor  sinner,  the  pastor  pushed  the  case  no 
further. 

We  traveled  together,  talked  together,  prayed  to- 
gether, slept  together.  He  preached  and  I  tried  to 
sing,  while  we  worked  for  God,  trying  to  get  people 
saved. 

In  1899  we  went  to  Indian  Spring  Camp-meeting. 
One  night,  after  the  lights  were  all  out  and  the  good 
people  had  retired,  some  mischievous  boys  went  to 
the  tabernacle  to  hold  a  mock  service.  Hearing  them 
from  the  preacher's  tent,  Brother  Dodge  arose,  and 
several   followed.      Surrounding  the  tabernacle  we 
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struck  matches,  and  of  all  the  running,  those  boys 
did  some  of  it.  Later  he  caught  a  young  man  who 
had  violated  the  law  on  the  grounds,  and  the  begging 
process  began  again.  Brother  Dodge  played  firm. 
After  awhile  an  old-maid  aunt  of  the  young  culprit 
came  to  the  preacher  saying,  "If  you  will  let  him  go 
this  time,  I  will  get  religion."  Of  course  he  was 
released,  all  of  which  shows  this  man  of  God  could 
be  firm  to  protect  his  Master's  cause,  but  if  you  re- 
pented, the  preacher  would  too,  and  the  poor  sinner 
went  free. 

In  the  spring  of  1904,  he  left  us  and  went  up  to' 
glory ;  it  seemed  to  me,  still  a  young  man.  But  God 
knew  best,  and  does  all  things  well.  Some  day  we- 
shall  sing  and  praise  God  together  again. 

J.  L.  Sims. 
Hapeville,  Ga.,  June  1,  1906. 


A  NOTE  FROM  THE  FIELD. 


(Found  in  a  copy  of  Way  of  Life,  March  15,  1893.) 

Rev.  Thomas  H.  Leitch,  Laurens,  S.  C.,  writes:: 
"Closed  here  last  night  an  old-time  meeting.  The 
first  one  to  get  blessed  was  the  pastor,  who  came  out 
clearly  into  the  blessing  of  sanctification.  One  Pres- 
byterian sister  found  out  the  best  she  could  do  wa& 
to  send  up  in  smoke  some  thirty-six  novels,  and  the 
Lord  blessed  her  there.  Somebody  over  here  is- 
getting  mad." 
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WHAT  I  REMEMBER  ABOUT  REV. 
W  A.  DODGE. 


The  first  recollection  of  my  friend  and  esteemed 
brother  dates  back  to  about  the  time  when  I  first 
joined  St.  James  Church,  Augusta.  His  excellent 
mother,  Mrs.  Isabella  Dodge,  was  then  a  member  of 
that  Church,  and  to  know  her,  one  will  not  wonder 
that  she  had  such  a  son  as  Asbury  Dodge. 

Really,  when  we  begin  to  give  credit  for  what 
-our  good  brother  was,  his  mother,  who  gave  him 
life,  and  from  whom  he  received  his  first  impres- 
sions, must  not  be  left  out  of  the  account.  To  her 
great  credit  is  due.  Sober-minded,  regular  in  at- 
tendance at  the  house  of  God,  a  woman  who  loved 
her  Lord — this  was  the  mother  of  Brother  Dodge. 

The  year  after  I  entered  upon  a  religious  life,  it 
became  my  duty  to'  collect  monthly  from  the  mem- 
bers their  contributions  for  the  pastor.  Regularly 
as  the  time  came  round,  about  the  first  of  the  month, 
she  paid  cheerfully,  without  complaint,  what  was  as- 
sessed her,  never  complaining,  never  putting  off  the 
collector,  always  making  it  pleasant. 

There  comes  to1  me  now  the  first  time  I  ever  heard 
Brother  Dodge  preach.  It  was  in  St.  James'  Church. 
I  suppose  he  was  on  a  visit  to  his  mother.  His  ser- 
mon was  on  blind  Bartimeus,  and  while  none  of  his 
points  now  come  to  mind,  the  subject  sticks  to  my 
memory.  One  thing  I  distinctly  recollect.  He  sang  at 
the  close,  largely  by  himself,  the  song,  now  old,  then 
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new,  "Lord  Jesus,  I  long  to  be  perfectly  whole,"  and 
while  some  would  now  put  it  into  the  mouths  of 
penitents  seeking  pardon  as  expressing  their  desires, 
his  after-experience  shows  conclusively  the  sense  in 
which  Brother  Dodge  used  it  on  that  occasion. 

Another  recollection  of  him  was  about  1871,  at  a 
District  Conference,  at  Sparta,  Ga.  Then  these  an- 
nual gatherings  were  not  mere  business  meetings,  nor 
cold,  dull  sessions,  but  peculiarly  religious  occasions, 
as  they  were  originally  intended  to  be.  It  was  cus- 
tomary to  have  a  Sunday-school  anniversary  on  Sun- 
day afternoon,  for  the  District  Conference  always 
lapped  over  and  included  Sunday,  many  of  the  dele- 
gates remaining. 

This  anniversary  was  really  a  large  children's 
meeting.  Brother  Dodge  had  charge  of  it  (for -he 
was  peculiarly  fitted  for  just  such  a  task),  and  spoke, 
closing  it  with  some  proposition.  The  Lord  was 
there,  and  impressions  of  that  service  remain  with 
me  till  this  day.  Our  brother,  by  the  way,  loved 
dearly  to  hold  children's  services,  and  would  have 
made  one  of  the  finest  Sunday-school  agents. 

A  kind  friend  volunteers  the  pleasing  informa- 
tion that  every  second  Sunday  was  "Children's  Day" 
on  stations  served  by  him,  and  every  three  months 
on  circuits.  The  sermons  on  these  occasions  were 
addressed  especially  to  the  children,  and  every  effort 
was  made  to  bring  them  to  Christ.  In  fact,  he  was 
an  all-round  man,  fitting  most  any  place  in  which 
you  could  put  him,  never  failing  at  any  post  of  duty. 

Candor  compels  the  statement,  he  was  not  appre- 
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ciated  by  his  Conference,  nor  was  his  worth  even 
known  by  the  leaders  in  the  Methodist  Church.  This- 
was  clearly  apparent  the  last  years  of  his  Conference 
life.  He  would  have  made  a  fine  presiding  elder,, 
religious,  efficient,  thorough,  evangelical,  aggressive, 
conservative.  As  good  as  was  this  man  of  God,  he 
would  have  been  otherwise  than  human  had  he  not 
noticed  in  his  own  mind  and  keenly  felt  his  non- 
appreciation  by  his  own  Church  in  the  character  of 
the  appointments  he  received,  but  no  one  would  have 
discovered  it  by  his  utterances  or  by  the  manifesta- 
tion of  any  ugly  tempers. 

While  he  was  stationed  at  Sparta,  the  dancing 
question  was  up,  and  much  interest  was  felt  in  it. 
This  town,  long  under  the  direct  influence  of  Bishop 
Pierce,  who  lived  nearby,  was  plain  and  sim- 
ple in  its  ways,  and  had  been  entirely  free  from 
this  worldly  evil.  During  Brother  Dodge's  pasto- 
rate, dancing  had  invaded  the  place,  and  had  gotten 
a  foothold.  Bishop  Pierce  scented  evil  afar  off,  and 
sought  an  occasion  to  preach  on  the  subject.  It  was 
known  what  was  coming;  a  large  congregation  was 
present,  and  he  did  not  spare  this  questionable  world- 
ly influence,  but  was  very  severe  upon  it.  The 
sermon,  by  the  way,  leaving  out  all  local  allusions, 
has  a  place  in  a  book  of  sermons  of  Southern  Metho- 
dist preachers  issued  shortly  thereafter  by  the  South- 
ern Methodist  Publishing  House.  It  created  a  stir 
in  the  town,  and  if  my  recollection  is  not  at  fault,  a 
leading  Methodist  man,  wealthy  and  influential  in 
the  community,  who  had  encouraged  dancing  in  his 
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home,  felt  the  rebuke  very  keenly,  ~and  withdrew 
from  the  church,  joining  another  denomination. 
Brother  Dodge  took  notes  of  that  memorable  ser- 
mon, and  that  year  at  White  Oak  Camp-meeting, 
gave  the  preachers  in  the  tent  a  synopsis  of  it. 

He  was  a  fine  general  in  a  revival  or  holiness  con- 
vention,  such  as  was  once  held  in  Georgia.  By  com- 
mon consent  he  was  given  the  leadership,  for, he  was 
a  leader  among  leaders.  He  knew  just  what  to  do, 
and  when  to  do  it,  when  to  close  an  altar  service,  as 
well  as  when  to'  bring  a  meeting  to  a  close.  How  he 
stands  out  in  memory  in  those  glorious  by-gone 
meetings ! 

What  an  altar  worker  was  he !  No  more  efficient 
one  could  have  been  found.  He  hesitated  not  one 
moment  to  go  to  a  penitent  or  a  seeker  after  a  clean 
heart  when  he  presented  himself  at  the  altar.  With 
his  arms  about  him,  he  knew  exactly  what  to  say. 

It  will  take  the  records  of  eternity  to  tell  how 
many  he  helped  in  this  way  into  the  light  of  salva- 
tion. Peculiarly  gifted  in  this  respect,  he  used  the 
gift  for  all  it  was  worth,  and  God  signally  honored 
him.  How  his  voice  used  to  ring  out  as  he  would 
sing,  "O  mourner  in  Zion,  how  blessed  art  thou!" 
And  that  same  voice  now  rings  through  the  high 
arches  of  heaven  in  sweeter  tones  and  in  more  tri- 
umphant strains.  How  he  must  revel  in  that  world, 
forever  saved,  never  more  to  go-  out  again,  with  no 
one  to  oppose  and  none  to-  try  him ! 

Brother  Dodge,  though  an  intense  believer  in  en- 

5d 
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tire  sanctificatfon,  ever  ready  to  advocate,  explain 
and  defend  it,  would  never  engage  in  controversy  on 
the  subject,  nor  deal  in  conversation  merely  to  gratify 
curiosity.  Some  good  people  might  learn  wisdom 
from  his  practice.  He  was  at  White  Oak  Camp- 
meeting  in  1879,  and  I  also  was  present.  This  Wes- 
leyan  doctrine  was  up,  for  he  had  preached  upon  it, 
and  was  known  as  a  professor  of,  this  rich  grace,  for 
professors  of,  and  believers  in  it  at  that  time,  were 
Very  rare.  I  ventured,  in  the  preacher's  tent,  to'  ask  him 
about  it,  not  then  knowing  exactly  what  I  wanted, 
nor  clearly  understanding  myself.  He  quietly  told 
me  if  I  was  seeking  truth,  he  would  gladly  talk  with 
me,  but  not  to  gratify  any  curious  questions  or  en- 
gage in  a  discussion  over  it.  Then  we  walked  to 
the  rear  door,  where  he  spoke  of  the  subject  in  his 
own  way. 

In  his  later  years,  before  his  going  away  to<  heaven, 
I  was  about  as  close  to  him  as  most  any  other  preach- 
er. I  was  on  the  inside  while  he  was  publishing  the 
"Way  of  Life,"  that  remarkable  paper  devoted  exclu- 
sively  to  the  doctrine  of  entire  sanctification  as  taught 
by  Wesley,  and  as  enjoyed  by  Brother  Dodge.  This 
periodical  had  a  mission  to  fulfil,  and  right  well  did 
it  fulfil  that  mission.  Few  ever  understood  the  la- 
bor, were  aware  of  the  great  perplexity  of  mind,  or 
even  knew  the  fearful  mental  strain  it  cost  to>  run  it, 
for  it  was  an  individual  concern,  having  no<  one  back 
of  it  but  Brother  Dodge  himself,with  his  limited  re- 
sources. He  never  made  any  money  out  of  it,  and 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  his  wife  and  children 
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did  quite  all  the  work,  it  would  have  been  issued  at 
a  loss.    In  fact,  it  could  not  have  been  issued  at  all. 

Sometimes  I  thought  he  was  altogether  too  easy 
with  delinquent  subscribers,  for  be  it  known,  hun- 
dreds of  them  never  paid  him  a  cent  for  the  paper. 
Once  I  asked  him  to  tell  me  candidly  how  many  sub- 
scribers he  had,  and  how  much  he  realized  in  cash 
from  his  subscription-list.  In  round  numbers  he 
had  at  that  time  6,000  subscribers,  and  did  not  re- 
ceive more  than  $3,500,  not  quite  fifty  cents  each, 
when  the  subscription  price  was  $1.00  per  year. 

The  financial  strain  he  was  often  under  was  never 
known  even  by  some  of  his  best  friends,  growing 
out  of  this  carelessness  and  injustice  on  the  part  of 
those  who  ought  to  have  not  only  known  better,  but 
to  have  done  better.  And  those  unpaid  subscriptions 
remain  until  this  day.  What  will  the  judgment  day 
have  to  do  with  them?    Echo  answers — what? 

No  one  will  ever  know,  besides  his  wife  and  his 
Lord,  how  much  was  upon  him  during  those  years. 
He  was  a  busy  pastor,  an  itinerant  preacher,  and 
that  means  much  when  time  and  strength  are  taken 
into  account.  He  had  the  paper  to1  look  after — mat- 
ter to  get  up,  mailing  to  do,  finances  to>  arrange.  Be- 
sides, his  brethren,  who  did  not  know  how  to  spare 
him,  were  constantly  calling  him  to  help  in  revival 
services,  and  he  never  knew  how  to  refuse. 

Often  when  at  home  working  in  the  office  of  the 
paper,  attending  to  correspondence,  he  would  fall 
asleep  at  his  desk,  he  was  so  completely  exhausted. 
Sometimes  I  would  presume  to  gently  chide  him, 
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telling  him  he  ought  to  hold  up,  go<  slow,  and  spare 
himself,  lest  he  should  break  down.  Even  now,  it 
is  not  altogether  certain  but  that  the  labor,  strain  and 
overwork  of  those  strenuous  years  tended  to  weaken 
his  system  and  shorten  his  days. 

While  it  was  a  positive  loss  to  the  cause  of  true 
holiness  in  Georgia,  when  he  disposed  of  the  "Way 
of  Life,"  from  which  we  have  never  recovered,  yet  it 
was  somewhat  of  a  relief  to'  me  when  it  was  sold  out, 
for  our  good  brother  was  relieved  of  a  burden  alto- 
gether too  heavy,  which  he  had  carried  upon  his  head 
and  heart  for  many  years. 

That  paper,  however,  was  dear  to  Brother  Dodge's 
heart,  and  with  it  he  did  a  work  which  was  of  un- 
told benefit  to  the  cause  of  holiness,  as  well  as  a 
great  blessing  to>  its  subscribers.  It  did  not  live  in 
vain,  for  upon  its  tombstone  might  well  be  writ- 
ten  the  inscription,  "Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die 
in  the  Lord,  for  their  works  do  follow  them."  Well 
it  is  that  there  is  an  all-wise  God,  taking  knowledge 
of  His  servants,  who  rewards  men  according  to  their 
works.  Asbury  Dodge's  work  on  that  little  paper 
will  not  be  overlooked  in  the  final  awards  of  the 
judgment  day. 

He  was  always  careful  of  annoying  any  one,  or 
of  making  unnecessary  labor  for  others.  The  "Way 
of  Life"  was  a  movable  publication.  It  went  where 
its  publisher  went,  and  resided  where  he  did.  In 
1885  he  was  sent  to  Gainesville.  The  paper  went 
with  him.  On  every  publication  day  several  large 
sacks  of  mail  would  go  down  to  the  Southern  depot 
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to  be  sent  off.  As  a  rule,  it  always  struck  the  same 
train,  with  the  same  mailing  force. 

It  is  only  fifty-three  miles  to  Atlanta,  and  this 
large  mail  must  be  distributed  while  the  train  was 
between  these  two  points.  It  got  to  be  very  burden- 
some to  the  railway  mailing  clerks,  and  not  having 
the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  they  would  swear, 
and  curse  the  paper  and  its  publisher,  publicly  damn- 
ing the  "Way  of  Life"  because  of  the  increased  bur- 
den put  upon  them.  After  awhile  a  brother  who  knew 
of  this  cursing,  mentioned  it  to  Brother  Dodge. 

Instead  of  declaring  it  was  their  duty  to  distribute 
whatever  mail  was  put  on  the  train,  and  they  were 
paid  for  it,  he  quietly  said  he  had  never  thought  of 
the  matter  that  way,  that  he  would  have  the  mail  di- 
vided and  sent  to  different  trains,  so  as  to  make  the 
burden  easier  on  the  hard-worked  mail  clerks,  even 
though  it  might  delay  the  paper  a  day.  It  was  but 
the  goodness  of  this  man's  heart  breaking  out  into 
action. 

A  truer  man  never  lived — true  to  his  friends,  true 
to  his  church,  true  to  his  convictions.  We  were  to- 
gether at  a  District  Conference  at  McDonough  in 
1893,  quartered  at  the  same  house,  ate  and  slept  to- 
gether, and  would  walk  to  a  near-by  pond  in  which 
to  bathe.    What  sweet  converse  we  had  together ! 

He  was  appointed  to  preach  one  day  at  1 1  o'clock, 
by  that  other  excellent  man,  now  deceased,  Rev. 
Thomas  F  Pierce,  then  our  Presiding  Elder,  a 
strong  friend  and  admirer  of  Brother  Dodge.  What 
should  he  preach !     Prayer  and  meditation  settled 
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his  mind,  and  upon  that  subject  so  dear  to  his  heart, 
sanctification,  he  spoke,  and  a  strong  sermon  it  was — 
clear,  convincing,  scriptural — from  the  text,  He- 
brews 13:12:  "Wherefore,  Jesus  also,  that  he  might 
sanctify  the  people  with  his  own  blood,  suffered  with- 
out the  gate.  Let  us  go  forth,  therefore,  unto  him 
without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach." 

Things  said  in  that  sermon  remain  with  me  till 
this  day,  especially  his  utterances  about  the  reproach 
incident  to  the  experience  and  profession  of  sanctifi- 
cation. In  every  age  there  was  some  point  to  which 
reproach  attached.  In  Luther's  day,  it  was  justifi- 
cation by  faith.  In  Wesley's  time,  it  was  the  witness 
of  the  Spirit.  Now  it  was  sanctification.  Few  were 
the  times  the  Lord  was  not  consciously  with 
Asbury  Dodge  when  he  preached,  and  this  time  he 
felt  sensibly  the  Divine  presence. 

It  was  indeed  a  fortunate  thing  that  men  like  A.  J. 
Jarrell  and  W  A.  Dodge  were  at  the  head  of  the 
Holiness  movement  in  Georgia — fortunate  for  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church,  when  the  fight  was  so1 
intense  upon  this  movement  on  the  part  of  officials 
and  individuals.  The  conditions  were  such  at  that 
time  that  a  word  from  these  two  brethren  would 
have  carried  hundreds  of  members  into  a  separate  or- 
ganization. This  was  specially  true  of  what  is 
known  as  the  Gainesville  District,  where  at  one  time 
the  fires  of  experimental  godliness  actually  swept 
over  this  section  of  Georgia,  during  which  some  most 
remarkable  things  occurred. 

A  sanctified  presiding  elder  was  removed  by  the 
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appointing  power,  and  another  entirely  out  of  sym- 
pathy with  this  doctrine  took  his  place.  A  crisis  was 
reached,  and  nothing  but  the  loyalty  of  Dodge,  Jar- 
rell,  and  a  few  other  leaders,  held  the  people  in  the 
church.  They  never  received  any  credit  for  it  from 
the  powers  that  be,  but  the  Lord  knows,  and  He  will 
give  credit  where  it  is  deserved. 

He  was  one  man  who  stood  for  years  almost  alone 
in  the  North  Georgia  Conference  for  the  Wesleyan 
doctrine  of  entire  sanctification,  for  he  received  it 
after  earnest  seeking,  enjoyed  it,  lived  it  and  pro- 
fessed it.  Nobody  who  ever  knew  Asbury  Dodge 
doubted  he  had  what  he  claimed  to  possess.  You 
might  differ  with  him,  you  might  not  theoretically 
see  it  as  he  did,  but  you  could  not  question  the  man's 
goodness  and  his  devotion  to  God.  Upon  his  con- 
science in  a  peculiar  manner  seemed  to  be  laid  the 
burden  to  confess  definitely  what  the  Lord  had  done 
for  his  soul  in  this  second  work  of  grace.  Others 
might  not  have  felt  this  as  he  did,  but  on  all  occasions 
when  he  told  his  experience,  those  who  heard  him 
were  informed  of  the  inward  work  done  for  him  by 
the  Sanctifying  Spirit. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  he  seemed  to  have  once  or 
twice  lost  this  happy  experience  because  he  said  he 
"failed  to  confess  it."  As  he  said,  he  had  failed  to  take 
in  the  idea  of  the  "keeping  power"  of  this  grace.  At 
last  he  got  hold  of  two  passages  which  held  him  fast. 
First,  with  one  foot,  he  stepped  upon  the  promise, 
"Wherefore  he  is  able  to-  save  unto-  the  uttermost  all 
that  come  unto  God  by  him."     Then  placing  the 
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other  foot  of  faith  upon  another,  "Now  unto  him 
that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,"  he  rested  se- 
curely, and  never  afterward  had  occasion  to  doubt 
the  grace  received,  or  to  mourn  over  its  loss. 

We  were  closely  associated  officially  upon  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension,  he  being  Treasurer,  and 
I  Secretary,  and  were  thrown  much  together. 
It  was  at  the  Conference  at  Griffin,  two  months  be- 
fore he  went  to  the  good  world.  He  was  detained 
at  home  by  the  illness  which  afterward  carried  him 
away,  and  he  was  greatly  needed  in  order  to  carr^ 
on  our  work.  After  some  days'  delay  he  put  in  his 
appearance,  but  no  one  will  ever  know  what  it  cost 
him  in  strength  and  suffering  to'  make  the  trip. 

He  sat  at  the  table  with  me  in  the  Conference- 
room  enduring  excruciating  agony.  At  last  he  had 
to  give  up  and  return  home.  I  was  at  the  depot  with 
him,  and  so  intense  was  the  pain  he  was  suffering 
he  had  to  get  down  on  his  knees  while  waiting  for  a 
delayed  train.  I  helped  him  on  board  and  put  him 
in  his  seat,  but  immediately  he  had  to*  again  get  on 
his  knees  on  account  of  the  agony  he  was  enduring. 
I  felt  quite  anxious  about  him  making  the  trip  home, 
for  he  had  with  him  several  thousand  dollars  O'f 
Church  Extension  money.  But  a  merciful  and  pro- 
tecting providence  was  over  him,  and  he  arrived  at 
home  safe,  if  not  sound.  No  word  of  complaint  ever 
escaped  his  lips,  and  beyond  an  occasional  groan,  no 
one  would  have  suspected  the  suffering  he  was  un- 
dergoing. 

That  was  the  last  time  I  ever  saw  his  glad  face. 
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I  shall  see  Asbury  Dodge  again,  for  I  know  where  to 
find  him.  Farewell,  thou  friend  of  my  life,  till  we 
greet  each  other  on  the  other  shore,  where  all  are 
understood,  and  where  a  good  God  rewards  his  serv- 
ants according  to  their  works ! 

ClFmfnt  C.  Cary, 
North  Georgia  Conference. 
Gainesville,  Ga.,  June  28,  1906. 


A  NOTE  FROM  THE  FIELD. 


(Printed  in  Way  of  Life,  March  15,  1893.) 

Dr. .  F.  E.  Yoakum,  Denver,  Colorado,  writes  as 
follows :  "I  enclose  you  $2  to  send  the  Way  of  Life 
to  the  following  parties.  The  first  named  was  con- 
verted in  my  office  two  weeks  ago.  He  had  brought 
Tiis  blind  father-in-law  to  my  office  for  consultation 
about  his  eyes.  I  asked  the  young  man  if  he  was 
a  Christian.  He  replied,  'No,  but  I  want  to  be.' 
'How  bad!'  said  I.  'Right  bad,'  he  answered.  'Bad 
enough  to  get  right  down  here  in  my  office  and  ask 
God  to  give  you  a  new  heart?'  'Yes,'  he  replied.  In 
less  than  two  minutes  he  was  converted  and  praising 
God.     Praise  the  Lord !" 

Note  by  Editor. — O  for  more  M.D.'s  after  this 
sort! 
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A  TRYING  TIME  TO  OUR  BROTHER. 


One  of  the  sorest  trials  which  came  into  the  life 
of  our  brother  occurred  in  1902,  when  he  was  at 
Second  Church,  Rome.  In  getting  off  the  electric 
cars,  his  wife  fell  and  broke  her  hip,  from  which  she 
never  entirely  recovered,  though  'she  survives 
Brother  Dodge.     We  will  let  her  tell  the  story : 

About  our  home,  in  Fourth  Ward,  Rome — it  was 
one  of  the  best  and  sweetest  homes  we  ever  had — 
the  people  all  seemed  to  love  us,  and  seemed  as  if 
they  could  never  tire  doing  little  kindnesses  for  us. 
We  were  both  in  perfect  health  all  the  year  till  Oc- 
tober 10th. 

On  that  day  we  went  over  into  town  to  do  some 
shopping,  and  while  there  Mr.  Dodge  heard  that  one 
of  his  stewards  was  sick,  and  we  boarded  the  street- 
car to  visit  him.  In  some  way,  in  getting  off,  I  fell 
and  broke  my  hip.  It  appeared  as  if  the  whole  town 
knew  it  in  quite  a  short  while,  and  many  came  tx>  see 
what  they  could  do  for  us.  The  doctors,  four  in 
number,  said  it  was  a  bad  break,  and  that  I  would 
never  walk  again.  I  told  Mr.  Dodge  to  pray  for  me, 
for  I  knew  the  Lord  would  answer  his  prayer.  I  felt 
I  would  walk  again.  He  prayed  earnestly  for  God 
to  lay  his  hand  on  the  broken  bone  and  heal  it.  In 
his  prayer  he  said :  "Lord,  I  know  you  can,  and  I  be- 
dieve  you  will."  The  Lord  must  have  heard  and  an- 
swered him,  for  I  never  suffered  but  little  with  the 
break,  and  was  not  sick  a  minute  during  the  seven 
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weeks  I  was  lying  on  my  back  in  an  iron  frame.  The 
eighth  week  Mr.  Dodge  moved  me  to  Atlanta  to  my 
daughter's  home,  so  my  children  could  wait  on  me. 

Christmas  Day  I  walked  with  one  crutch  to  the 
table  to  eat  my  dinner.  So  the  Lord  graciously 
heard  my  husband's  prayers. 

The  Rome  people  could  not  have  treated  their  own 
children  better  than  they  treated  us. 

A  piece  came  out  in  the  Rome  paper  after  we  left, 
bearing  date  of  December  13,  1902,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"a  tribute  to  rev.  w.  a.  dodge. 

"The  Methodists  of  Rome  are  distressed  at  giving 
up  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W  A.  Dodge,  of  the  Second 
Methodist  Church.  As  a  mark  of  love  for  the  pas- 
tor and  his  wife,  a  beautiful  dinner  was  given  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  in  their  honor  by  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church." 

A  writer  in  one  of  the  Rome  papers  pays  this 
tribute  to  Mr.  Dodge  : 

"The  pure,  simple  gospel  has  been  preached  in  all 
sincerity,  tenderness  and  kindness  every  week. 
Hearts  have  been  touched  and  lives  quickened  into 
activity  which  have  hitherto  been  cold  and  dormant. 
Aside  from  this,  bereaved  hearts,  over  which  the 
shadow  of  shadows  has  fallen,  have  been  comforted 
by  the  message  of  the  glorious  resurrection  from  the 
lips  of  this  consecrated  man  of  God." 

The  only  place  Mr.  Dodge  ever  spoke  of  wanting 
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to  make  a  visit  during  his  last  illness,  when  he  hoped 
to  get  well,  was  to  see  friends  in  Rome.  He  told  me 
so  at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  where  he  was  sick. 
I  said  to  him  in  reply  that  when  we  both  got  well  we 
would  go  to  see  our  friends  in  that  town.  But  God 
ordered  it  otherwise.  He  went  to  see  his  friends 
in  heaven.  God  bless  everybody  in  Rome. 
East  Point,  Ga.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Dodgs. 


IN  ROME,  GEORGIA. 


Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge  stayed  only  one  year  in  Sec- 
ond Church,  but  that  year  counted  for  much  to  the 
people  there,  for  his  influence  abode  long  after  he 
left  the  charge.  He  had  a  very  successful  year,  held, 
I  think,  two  meetings,  kept  in  close  touch  with  all 
his  members,  and  was  greatly  beloved.  His  influence 
over  a  nephew  of  mine,  was  wonderful,  and  he  was 
most  kind  and  helpful  during  much  sickness  in  my 
sister's  family.  This  very  naturally  drew  us  all  close 
together,  and  shows  what  manner  of  man  he  was. 

I  think  his  wife  was  one  of  the  best  women  I  ever 
knew.  When  she  was  so  severely  injured  by  the 
accident  on  the  street-car,  she  bore  her  suffering 
with  great  submission  to  the  Divine  will.  As  each 
doctor  'came  in  that  day,  she  asked  immediately, 
"Are  you  a  Christian?"  thus  showing  her  interest  in 
things  divine. 

I  heard  Brother  Dodge  say  that  one  night  on  hear- 
ing a  noise  in  her  room,  he  arose  and  went  in,  asking 
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her  if  she  was  suffering.     She  replied,   "No,  Mr. 
Dodge,  I  am  praising  God." 

Rome,  Ga.  Mrs.  H.  D.  Hiix. 


A  LETTER  FROM  REV.  W.  A.  DODGE. 


De;ar  Cl£m  :  Conference  comes  on  apace.  Are 
you  ready  ?  Will  you  be  ready  ?  I  would  be  glad  if 
you  would  join  me  in  prayer  daily  for  our  Confer- 
ence, at  its  next  session,  and  for  our  presiding 
Bishop.  He  will  need  Divine  guidance,  for  he  will 
not  be  able  to  get  all  the  light  he  needs  in  the  cabinet. 

I  do  not  know  what  will  be  done  with  poor  Brother 
Blank.  The  odor  of  his  case  does  not  get  any  the 
less  offensive.  If  his  position  could  not  hold  him 
steady,  I  see  nothing  but  shame  and  disgrace.  There 
will  possibly  be  those  who  will  whitewash  him  if 
they  can.  I  would  rather  be  in  heaven  than  in  his 
place,  by  long  odds. 

That  other  once  promising  brother, , 

has  settled  his  own  case.  He  is  here  in  the  city.  I 
see  him  occasionally.  Poor  fellow!  I  could  weep 
over  him.  It  is  indeed  sad.  What  a  useful  life  his 
could  be,  and  what  evil  his  course  will  work  with 
some  people ! 

God  bless  you.     Love  to  you  both. 

Yours  in  Jesus, 

W.  A.  Dodge:. 
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CONFERENCE  MEMOIR. 


The  following  memoir  was  prepared  and  read  at 
the  "Memorial  Service,"  held  at  the  North  Georgia 
Annual  Conference,  at  Marietta,  Ga.,  in  November, 
1904: 

William  Asbury  Dodge  was  born  September  30. 
1844,  in  Columbia  County,  Ga.,  near  Harlem,  and 
departed  this  life  January  16,  1904,  in  East  Point, 
Ga.,  after  a  lingering  illness,  in  which  he  suffered 
intensely.  He  was  soundly  converted  before  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  was  licensed  to  exhort  on  his 
sixteenth  birthday  and  licensed  to  preach  on  his 
seventeenth  birthday.  He  entered  the  Georgia  Con- 
ference in  1862,  was  a  chaplain  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  and  spent  more  than  forty  years  in  the  min- 
istry. 

In  1862  he  was  first  married  to  Miss  Henrietta 
Williams,  of  Oxford,  Ga.,  who  did  not  live  very 
long  thereafter.  While  he  was  on  the  Decatur  Cir- 
cuit, in  1867,  she  passed  away.  He  was  married  the 
second  time  to  Mrs.  Mary  Chandler,  widow  of  Rev. 
W.  B.  Chandler,  a  local  preacher,  December  21, 
1869,  of  DeKalb  County,  Ga.  Four  children  were 
born  unto  them,  three  of  whom  survive. 

As  to  what  he  was,  let  others  who  knew  him 
speak : 

The  Wesley  an  Christian  Advocate,  in  noticing  his 
death,  said:  "He  was  cheerful,  active,  robust,  and 
from  the  date  of  entering  the  Conference,  was  ef- 
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fective  and  an  efficient  Methodist  minister.  He  was 
a  good  preacher,  scriptural,  sensible,  strong,  and  had 
rare  gifts  as  a  revivalist,  and  many  souls  through  his 
ministry  have  been  led  to  Christ  and  established  in 
their  religious  lives." 

Rev.  George  G.  Smith  says :  "He  ought  to  have 
been  good.  He  had  good  parentage.  His  mother 
was  a  superior  woman,  of  deep  religious  character. 
His  father  belonged  to  the  sturdy  New  England 
stock,  which  gave  the  great  philanthropist,  Wm.  E. 
Dodge,  to  the  world.  He  lived  up  to  his  profession 
for  thirty  years,  and  never  wavered  in  his  adherence 
to  his  position,  that  there  is  a  distinct  second  work 
of  grace,  called  entire  sanctification,  to  be  reached 
now  by  faith  instantaneously,  and  he  became  a  leader 
in  the  movement  which  sought  to  further  the  work  of 
holiness.  Warm-hearted,  benevolent,  hospitable,  up- 
right, always  ready  for  every  good  work,  he  had  the 
full  confidence  of  all  who>  knew  him.  The  godless 
recognized  him  as  a  good  man  who  aimed  all  the 
time  to  lift  up,  and  to  comfort  and  direct  in  the  right 
way  He  was  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  was  his 
religion  that  made  him  good.  He  had  learned  much 
of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  of  that  gracious  benedic- 
tion called  the  'fullness  of  God,'  and  religion  to 
him  was  an  abiding  thing,  and  not  something  inter- 
mittent. The  crowning  fruit  of  the  Spirit's  indwel- 
ling is  love,  and  his  great  heart  overflowed  with  it. 
Toward  his  'Holiness  brethren'  who  were  advocat- 
ing and  seeking  to  advance  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
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highest  truth,  his  heart  went  out  in  constant  love, 
but  toward  all  the  Good  Spirit  made  him  affectionate, 
tolerant  and  kind.  He  was  a  true  exemplar  of  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  meek,  patient,  gentle,  faithful. 
He  always  had  a  well  spring  of  joy  within.  He  was 
no  time-server,  no  conformer  with  anybody,  nor  any- 
thing, in  the  matter  of  duty  He  might  have  been 
mistaken  as  to>  what  was  right,  but  what  he  saw  was- 
true  he  was  ready  to  die  for.  He  fully  believed  the 
power  of  the  gospel  he  preached.  He  was  a  great 
evangelist.  He  expected  souls  to  be  converted  and 
Christians  to  be  sanctified,  and  the  fullness  of  his 
faith  led  him  to  dare  great  things  and  expect  great 
things.  He  believed  that  God  was  willing  to  save 
sinners,  and  it  was  the  most  natural  thing  that  they 
should  be  saved.  Dear,  warm-hearted  Dodge !  How 
sadly  we  will  miss  him !" 

Brother  Dodge  thus  speaks  in  some  of  his  writ- 
ings, of  his  religious  experience  after  his  conver- 
sion : 

"In  the  fall  of  1876,  the  second  year  of  my  pasto- 
rate at  St.  Paul's,  Atlanta,  my  heart  began  to>  hunger 
for  the  blessing  of  entire  sanctification.  After  earn- 
est prayer  for  more  than  one  hour,  the  Holy  Spirit 
brought  to  my  remembrance  Hebrews  7  125  :  'Where- 
fore He  is  able  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that 
come  unto>  God  by  Him,  seeing  He  ever  liveth  to 
make  intercession  for  them.'  I  immediately  said : 
'Yes,  there  is  a  full  salvation.  I  see  it.  He  is  my 
utmost  Saviour  and  my  Keeper,  too-,'  and  in  a  mo- 
ment the  storm  was  over,  and  the  sweetest  calm  came 
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into  my  soul.  The  work  was  done.  I  claimed  the 
blessing  and  the  keeping.  On  my  way  home,  the 
Spirit  said:  'Now  will  you  tell  it?'  Satan  said: 
'What  will  your  brethren  say  about  it?'  Then  this 
passage  came  into  my  mind :  John  5  44,  'How  can 
ye  believe  which  receive  honor  one  of  another,  and 
seek  not  the  honor  that  cometh  from  God  only?'  If 
they  turn  me  out  of  the  Church,  I  must  and  will  con- 
fess what  He  hath  done  for  my  soul.  This  was  April 
15,  1876,  at  St.  Paul's  Church." 

For  twenty-eight  years  he  enjoyed  this  rich  relig- 
ious experience,  never  doubting  it  for  once,  and 
humbly  confessing  it  before  men,  and  faithfully  ex- 
emplified it  to  them. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Lloyd,  formerly  of  the  South  Geor- 
gia Conference,  has  this  to  say : 

"He  was  one  of  the  purest,  sweetest-spirited  men 
that  our  Methodism  has  given  to  the  world.  He  was 
truly  a  man  who  put  his  whole  soul  into  his  work. 
He  was  no  self-seeker,  nor  was  he  ever  triflingly 
employed.  With  all  his  earnest  advocacy  of  entire 
sanctification,  he  never  ignored  nor  abused  the 
church,  but  on  the  contrary,  co-operated  in  all  her 
missionary,  Church  extension,  and  other  benevolent 
enterprises  to  the  fullest  extent." 

His  brethren  who  labored  with  him  in  the  Con- 
ference know  this  is  true  in  every  particular.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  the  faithful  and  efficient 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  and 
no  man  was  truer  to  this  interest  of  the  Church,  nor 
more  faithful.    His  place  was  hard  to  fill. 
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With  all  his  earnest  advocacy  o<f  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  Wesleyan  view  of  holiness,  he  was  tolerant 
of  others,  and  no  man  can  rise  up  and  say  he  ever 
showed  the  slightest  disloyalty  to  the  Church  of  his 
choice,  nor  that  he  ever  gave  any  encouragement 
whatever  to  division,  schism,  or  "come-outism."  He 
loved  the  Methodist  Church,  was  true  to  his  ordi- 
nation vows,  and  gave  the  best  part  of  his  life  to 
her  ministry,  ever  going  cheerfully  without  question 
where  he  was  sent. 

The  life  of  this  good  man  was  far  from  being  free 
from  trials  peculiar  to  the  life  of  a  Methodist  itiner- 
ant. He  was  an  excellent  pastor,  and  sought  to  be 
true  to  the  discipline  of  the  Church.  At  one  of  his 
appointments,  dancing  had  taken  root  among  the 
membership,  and  Brother  Dodge  endeavored  to  ad- 
minister judicious  discipline  at  the  time.  As  every 
preacher  knows  who  has  had  to  do  this  strange  work, 
it  is  not  pleasant,  and  he  sought  advice  from  Bishop 
Pierce,  who  wrote  him  a  very  tender  and  touching 
letter  now  preserved,  in  which  this  noble  Bishop  en- 
couraged him  in  the  course  he  was  pursuing,  and 
heartily  endorsed  him  in  seeking  to  rid  the  Church 
of  dancing  members. 

The  last  hours  of  our  departed  and  now  glorified 
brother  were  full  of  thrilling  interest.  No  terror 
of  death  was  there.  His  death  was  one  of  the  most 
triumphant,  just  such  a  death  as  we  would  have 
supposed  Asbury  Dodge  to  have  died.  On  Thurs- 
day night  before  he  left  this  world  for  the  good 
world,  he  said  to  Rev.  G.  W.  Matthews,  one  of  his 
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most  intimate  friends,  as  he  went  into  the  room  to 
greet  the  dying  man :  "George,  I  am  almost  in 
heaven." 

Calmly  he  viewed  his  approaching  end,  and  said 
he  believed  God  wanted  him  to  go  then — that  he  had 
prayed  ever  since  God  had  given  him  children  that 
he  might  live  to  see  them  grown  and  settled,  and  God 
had  graciously  granted  his  request,  and  he  believed 
wanted  him  to  go  now  For  four  months  preceding 
his  departure  for  the  skies,  his  prayer  every  day  at 
family  prayer  was,  "Lord,  prepare  us  all  for  what 
Thou  art  preparing  for  us."  His  wife  thought  that 
prayer  had  particular  reference  to*  his  next  Confer- 
ence appointment,  but  after  Conference  it  was  the 
same  prayer.  So  when  the  last  hour  came,  and  his 
family  had  to'  give  him  up,  then  it  was  seen  .for  what 
he  had  been  so  constantly  praying,  and  that  for  which 
his  Father  had  been  preparing  him. 

When  his  ransomed  spirit  left  the  tenement  of 
-clay,  for  several  minutes  there  was  not  a  tear  shed, 
for  it  seemed  to  those  present  that  the  very  room 
was  filled  with  the  presence  of  angels. 

Just  before  he  breathed  his  last,  his  devoted  and 
afflicted  wife,  holding  him  by  the  hand,  asked  him 
if  he  felt  that  the  Lord  Jesus  was  still  with  him.  He 
bowed  his  head  a  moment,  and  promptly  answered, 
"Yes,  and  He  has  been  with  me  all  the  time."  Show- 
ing deep  interest  in  and  concern  for  the  wife  of  his 
bosom,  he  would  forget  himself,  and  when  he  would 
see  a  tear  in  her  eye  he  would  lift  his  hand  and  say, 
"Don't,  don't." 
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His  home  life  was  indeed  beautiful,  and  his  devo- 
tion to  the  good  woman  who  had  so  long  stood  by  his- 
side,-  the  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows,  and  the- 
companion  of  his  toils  and  travels,  was  indeed  touch- 
ing. Fourteen  months  before  he  died,  his  wife  met 
with  an  accident  in  Rome,  which  made  her  an  in- 
valid for  life,  and  she  necessarily  required  much  of 
his  time  and  attention.  No  husband  could  have  been) 
more  careful  and  attentive,  and  never  for  one  mo- 
ment did  he  ever  grow  weary  in  waiting  upon  and' 
caring  for  her  in  her  suffering  and  helplessness. 

His  wife  bears  testimony  to  this  tender  care  and 
sincere  devotion,  for  she  says  that  during  these  long" 
weary  months  he  nursed  her  as  if  she  were  a  baby. 
Once  she  said,   "Mr.   Dodge,   don't  you  ever  get 
tired  ?"  and  he  quickly  replied,  "No,  as  long  as  you 
keep  sweet,  I  never  will  grow  tired  waiting  on  you."' 

To  her  he  would  frequently  repeat  the  precious- 
promises  of  God's  word,  such  as  "My  grace  is  suffi- 
cient for  thee,"  "Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord  and' 
He  will  sustain  thee,"  "I  can  do  all  things  through 
Christ  which  strengtheneth  me,"  while  the  last 
Scripture  uttered  by  him,  just  before  he  went  away 
to  come  back  no  more,  was,  "The  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ,  thy  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin." 

He  was  fully  aware  his  end  was  near,  and  acted.' 
as  if  he  was  just  going  away  on  a  journey.  About 
an  hour  before  he  died,  he  called  his  loved  ones  to- 
him  and  bade  them  a  final  and  affectionate  farewell. 
He  bade  his  loving  and  devoted  wife  good-bye,  drew 
her  down  into  his  arms  in  an  affectionate  embrace,. 
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•.and  then  each  one  of  his  children,  whom  he  embraced 
.and  bade  farewell  in  turn,  then  the  last,  Wesley,  the 
faithful  colored  man,  who  had  been  with  the  family 
.for  nearly  twenty  years,  came  for  the  final  farewell, 
•.and  he,  too,  was  clasped  by  the  dying,  triumphant 
man  of  God,  to  whom  death  had  no  sting  and  grave 
no  victory.  And  thus  he  left  them  to<  meet  them  again 
in  heaven,  whither  he  has  gone.  With  his  benedic- 
tion falling  upon  those  about  his  dying  couch,  he 
^gathered  up  his  feet,  and  quietly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus, 
just  outside  the  gates  of  the  celestial  city,  to  awake 
the  next  moment  in  the  home  of  the  good. 

Clement  C.  Cary. 


The  Conference  history  of  Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge  is 
.as  follows : 

1862,  November,  admitted  on  trial. 

1863,  Watkinsville  Circuit,  Junior  preacher. 
1 864- 1 865,  Chaplain  in  Confederate  Army. 

1865,  January,  ordained  Deacon  by  Bishop  Pierce. 

1866,  December,  ordained  Elder  by  Bishop  Mc- 

Tyeire. 

1867,  1868  and  1869,  Decatur  Circuit. 

1869,  Atlanta  City  Mission. 

1870,  Evans'  Chapel  and  Mission,  Atlanta. 

1 87 1,  Dahlonega  Circuit. 

1872  and  1873,  Presiding  Elder  Dahlonega  Dis- 
trict. 
1874,  Presiding  Elder,  Gainesville  District. 
1875  and  1876,  St.  ParVs,  Atlanta. 
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1877 

and  1878,  Sparta. 

1879, 

1880,  1 88 1,  1882,  Eatonton. 

1883, 

Atlanta  City  Mission. 

1884, 

Boulevard  and  Exposition  Mills   Mission 

Atlanta. 

1885, 

Gainesville. 

1886, 

Cartersville. 

1887, 

Fulton  Circuit. 

1888, 

Supernumerary. 

1889, 

Junior  preacher,  Walker  Street,  Atlanta.. 

1890, 

Forsyth  Circuit. 

1891, 

Bolton  Circuit. 

1892, 

Conference  Colporteur. 

1893. 

Walker  Street,  Atlanta. 

1894, 

South  Atlanta  Mission. 

1895, 

1896,   1897,  Supernumerary. 

1898, 

1899,  1900,  1 90 1,  East  Point. 

1902, 

Second  Church,  Rome. 

1903. 

St.  James,'  Atlanta. 

1904, 

Fairburn. 

Just  in  proportion  as  we  die  to  this  world  do  we- 
live  in  His  resurrected  life.  "He  that  will  lose 
his  life  for  my  sake  shall  find  it."  We  never  havej 
complete  victory  until  we  forsake  all  for  Him.  Luke- 
13:14.  Let  us  separate  ourselves  from  sin  and  die- 
with  Him  to  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  through 
Him  rise  in  newness  of  life  to'  victory  over  the  wotrld,. 
the  flesh  and  the  devil. 
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MY  IMPRESSIONS  OF  REV.  W.  A.  DODGE. 


I  first  met  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge  in  Atlanta  at  Rev. 
A.  G.  Haygood's,  I  think  it  was  in  the  fall  of  1866. 
If  memory  serves  me  correctly,  he  was  then  on  the 
Stone  Mountain  circuit.  He  seemed  so  cheerful, 
glad  and  happy  in  his  work,  that  I  almost  envied  him. 
We  were  near  the  same  age,  perhaps  he  was  two 
years  my  senior.  I  think  with  us  both,  it  was  love 
at  first  sight,  for  we  ever  afterwards  loved  one  an- 
other, and  sometimes  when  he  met  me  he  would 
shout,  and  my  heart  would  leap  for  joy  at  the  very 
grasp  of  his  hand. 

In  the  year  1871  we  were  on  adjoining  circuits  in 
the  mountains  of  North  Georgia.  We  worked  to- 
gether that  year,  especially  in  our  camp-meetings. 
At  the  great  Lumpkin  camp-meeting  he  was  beset  by 
an  almost  unconquerable  temptation,  but  he  obtained 
the  victory  like  a  man  of  God.  I  saw  him  just  about 
the  time  the  victory  came.  Oh,  what  gladness  and 
rejoicing  filled  his  heart,  and  how,  with  his  tongue, 
he  gave  glory  to  God ! 

The  years  rolled  on,  and  "The  Holiness  Move- 
ment," as  it  was  called,  reached  out  over  the  North 
Georgia  Conference.  I  do  not  know  the  circum- 
stances under  which  he  claimed  the  blessing  of  full 
salvation,  I  only  know  that  he  was  one  of  the  first 
men  who  deeply  impressed  me,  in  the  midst  of  the 
great  revival.  As  preacher,  pastor,  evangelist  and 
editor  of  "The  Way  of  Life,"  he  threw  himself  into 
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the.  work  with  a  zeal  that  was  absolutely  quenchless. 
I  always  enjoyed  his  preaching.  It  was  to  me  scrip- 
tural, clear,  and  powerful.  He  preached  almost  from 
sea  to  sea,  and  everywhere  he  went  his  name  be- 
came as  a  household  word,  and  now  that  he  has  gone 
his  memory  is  like  precious  ointment,  poured  forth. 

At  the  holiness  convention  held  in  Griffin,  Ga.,  in 
the  Methodist  church,  in  the  spring  of  1882,  the  next 
morning,  after  the  opening  of  the  meeting  in  the 
afternoon,  I  went  early  to  the  church,  and  met  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  brethren,  who>  came  before 
the  services  to  pray  and  praise.  I  was  standing  at 
the  organ,  helping  to>  sing,  when  Brother  Dodge  en- 
tered the  door,  and  walked  swiftly  down  the  aisle, 
with  his  usual  elastic  step.  Without  saying  "good- 
morning,"  or  giving  any  usual  greeting,  he  threw 
his  arms  around  me  and  began  to  shout.  How  long 
he  rested  his  head  on  my  shoulder  and  praised  God,  I 
do  not  now  recall.  I  only  remember  that  the  Pente- 
cost of  the  day  began  to  fall  on  us,  and  it  was  al- 
most like  "fire  and  the  sound  o<f  a  rushing  mighty 
wind." 

I  followed  him  in  his  pastorate  at  Cartersville, 
and  with  the  truly  devoted  and  spiritual  membership 
of  the  church  and  town,  I  never  served  a  people  who 
had  been  better  trained  in  the  doctrines  of  Method- 
ism and  of  the  Bible,  and  who1  received  more  gladly 
the  word  of  God. 

The  last  time  I  saw  Brother  Dodge  was  in  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  in  Atlanta.  The  end  was 
not  far  off",  but  he  was  lying  there  with  his  daugh- 
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ters  each  holding  his  hands,  and  he  was  talking  of 
salvation,  Jesus  and  heaven,  and  was  thanking  God 
for  his  Christian  daughters. 

I  would  have  been  among  the  mourners  at  his 
funeral,  but  I  was  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  great- 
est meetings  of  my  life,  and  the  news  of  his  death 
•came  a  day  too  late. 

We  shall  rarely,  if  ever,  see  his  like  again.  We 
loved  like  David  and  Jonathan.  Some  sweet  day 
we  shall  walk  together  with  Jesus,  in  white,  with 
the  blood-washed  on  the  other  shore. 

B.  E.  L.  Timmons, 
North  Georgia  Conference. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  25,  1906. 


LIFE  OF  MILLER  WILLIS. 


{An  advertisement  from  Way  of  Life,   March  8, 

1893.) 

The  Life  of  this  Holy  Ghost,  fire-baptized  Layman 
vcan  be  had  for  only  ONE  DOLLAR. 

It  is  a  benediction  to  read  it.  He  was  a  living  il- 
lustration of  the  power  and  blessedness  of  "Full  Sal- 
tation." 

Address  with  the  cash, 

Rsv.  W  A.  Dodge;, 
48  Stonewall  St.,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
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SOME  INTERESTING  INCIDENTS. 


My  first  knowledge  of  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge  was* 
when  he  was  sent  to  Sparta,  Ga.,  in  1879.  A  meet- 
ing was  going  on  at  Culverton,  five  miles  distant, 
and  he  came  out  to  help.  He  did  not  preach  the  day 
I  was  there,  but  was  called  on  to1  pray.  I  was  very 
much  impressed  with  the  prayer.  He  seemed  to>  be 
so  full  of  the  Spirit  that  not  only  myself,  but  all- 
present,  felt  that  a  man  very  near  to  God  was  in  our 
midst.  Mr.  Waller,  of  the  Methodist  church,  a  man  of 
ripe  religious  experience,  said  he  did  not  know  when: 
he  had  been  so  stirred  in  his  soul  as  during  that 
prayer. 

I    was    sent    to    the    Dawsonville    circuit,     for" 
my  first  appointment.     I  had  him  to  come  to>  Lump- 
kin Camp-meeting  that  year.     I  sent  my  horse  and' 
buggy  to  Gainesville  for  him.     The  road  was  hilly,, 
had    several    creeks    and   two1   rivers   to   cross — no' 
bridges  then.     The  horse  brought  him  and  his  bag- 
gage through  safely.     When  he  got  to  the  camp- 
ground he  said :  "Your  horse  must  be  a  consecrated' 
animal — he  was  faithful  on  all  parts  of  the  road."" 
I  told  him  he  was  "on  the  altar  to  haul  preachers  to- 
meetings." 

The  people,  by  hundreds,  came  to*  hear  him.  His 
preaching,  praying,  singing,  and  personal  work, 
were  signally  owned  of  God.  It  was  a  marvelous- 
meeting.  Nearly  every  tent  became  an  altar  where 
souls  were  saved.     Many  entered  the  experience  of 
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perfect  love,  and  to  this  day  they  talk  of  that  revival. 
I  received  about  fifty  into  the  church  at  Lumpkin, 
and  the  fire  started  there  and  swept  all  over  the 
mountain  country.  Brother  Dodge  could  be  heard 
at  midnight  praying  for  some  one  seeking  pardon 
or  purity. 

He  was  the  instrument  of  leading  many  preachers 
into'  the  experience  of  "perfect  love."  Many  would 
attend  the  Holiness  Conventions,  and  would  be  im- 
pressed with  his  fervent  spirit,  joyful  experience,, 
and  untiring  zeal,  and  be  led  to  seek  for  perfect  love. 
How  he  rejoiced  to  welcome  a  colaborer  into  the 
experience  of  a  triumph  over  all  sin ! 

He  was  a  power  at  all  the  meetings ;  his  theme 
was  the  promoting  of  holiness.  He  wanted  a  work 
of  grace  that  would  take  out  the  last  remains  of  sin. 

I  have  seen  him  crawling  on  his  knees  from  one 
to  another  in  the  slums  of  Atlanta,  praying  that  God 
would  give  the  poor  sinners  clean  hearts,  that  they 
might  be  able  to1  resist  the  temptations  peculiar  to 
their  class.  I  believe  that  Peters  street,  Atlanta,  felt 
his  power  as  it  did  no>  other  preacher,  and  his  Mis- 
sion there  did  more  to  purify  the  moral  atmosphere- 
than  anything  that  had  been  done.  The  police  force 
of  the  city  have  some  idea  what  he  did  to  make  their 
work  lighter  in  the  slum  district. 

I  was  with  him  during  his  revival  at  Eatontom 
It  was  a  great  meeting.  The  town  was  stirred  from 
side  to  side.  To  show  what  a  heart  of  love  and 
sympathy  he  had  for  the  sinner — a  young  lady  came 
into  the  sitting-room  at  the  parsonage  one  morning,. 
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all  broken  down  under  conviction.  She  threw  her- 
self on  her  knees,  and  asked  him  to  pray  for  her.  I 
never  heard  such  pleading  for  a  sinner.  He  reached 
the  ear  of  God,  and  she  arose  with  her  face  radiant 
with  the  glow  of  God's  love.  I  believe  he  took  more 
pleasure  in  leading  a  soul  to  God  than  any  man  I 
-ever  saw. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge  and  Rev.  George  H.  Patillo, 
deceased,  were  close  friends  in  the  ministry.  Brother 
Pattillo  began  his  meeting  at  Smyrna,  of  the  Cul- 
verton  circuit,  and  had  Brother  Dodge  to  assist  him. 
His  preaching  moved  the  people  as  no>  other  up  to 
that  time,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes.  Numbers 
were  converted  and  the  church,  which  was  supposed 
■to  be  dead,  took  on  new  life,  and  the  effects  lingered 
for  years.  As  one  of  the  results,  two  preachers  are 
itinerants  in  the  North  Georgia  Conference. 

I  soon  saw  that  he  was  a  God-appointed  evangelist. 
His  preaching,  exhortations  and  altar  work  were 
marvelous  in  power  and  production. 

John  H.  Litti^, 
North  Georgia  Conference. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 
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THE  HARDEST  FIELD  AND  THE  GREAT- 
EST VICTORY. 


Yes,  dear  Brother  Dodge  was  in  Eatonton  several 
years — four,  I  think — and,  as  I  see  it,  after  an  in- 
terval of  over  twenty  years,  he  did  a  greater  work  in 
this  town  than  any  other  pastor  since  the  civil  war. 

The  parsonage  in  which  I  now  live  was  built  by 
him,  and  when  I  first  came,  and  made  some  criticism 
of  some  parts  of  the  house,  a  good  woman  replied : 
"It  was  built  by"  dear  Brother  Dodge,  one  of  the 
best  men  who  ever  lived,  who  is  in  heaven  now,  we 
all  hope  and  believe."  I  said  very  little  more  about 
the  house,  for  my  mind  and  heart  were  turned  to- 
ward the  memory  and  the  present  abode  of  this  man 
I  loved  so  dearly. 

His  picture  hangs  in  a  frame  on  the  wall  of  the 
parsonage,  with  those  of  former  pastors  at  Eaton- 
ton.  It  is  in  my  study,  the  same  room  he  used  for 
his  study,  and  I  often  refer  to  it  and  to  him  in  my 
preaching. 

One  oi  the  brethren  told  me  last  year  that  at  first 
Brother  Dodge  could  not  have  a  meeting  here  till 
he  turned  out  of  the  church  some  of  the  members 
who  were  not  living  right.  Then  the  Lord  gra- 
ciously gave  him  a  revival,  and,  from  what  I  learn, 
nearly  all  who  had  been  expelled  came  back,  while 
numbers  of  sinners  were  converted  and  joined  the 
church.    All  of  which  proved  that  the  judicious  ad- 


'96  LIF£  OF  R£V.   W.  A.  DODGE. 

ministration  of  discipline  did  not  hurt  the  church, 
but  helped  it. 

Sister  Dodge  once  told  me,  when  they  first  came 
to  Eatonton,  they  had  a  hard  time.  Many  men  an- 
tagonized Brother  Dodge  because  he  opposed  sin. 
But  he  began  a  meeting,  was  greatly  burdened,  and 
got  the  promise  of  Rev.  Sam  Jones  to  help  him. 
Brother  Jones  came,  and  the  power  of  God  rested 
upon  the  services.  It  was  not  long  till  men  who>  had 
been  hating  Brother  Dodge  came,  with  weeping  eyes 
and  broken  hearts,  and  threw  their  arms  around  his 
neck  and  asked  his  pardon  for  having,  wronged  him, 
and  begged  for  his  prayers.  "When  a  man's  ways 
please  the  Lord,  He  maketh  even  his  enemies  to  be  at 
peace  with  him."  The  meeting  was  a  great  one,  and 
moved  and  swept  the  town. 

Since  I  have  been  here,  men  of  fine  sense  and  good 
judgment  have  told  me  that  Brother  Dodge  was  the 
cause  largely  of  prohibition  winning  in  Putnam 
county.  He  championed  this  just  cause  with  such 
invincible  determination  that  it  is  generally  conceded 
he  was  the  main  agent  in  the  success  of  the  contest. 
So  it  appears  to  me  at  this  day  that  prohibition  here 
is  a  standing  monument  to  the  faith  and  praters,  the 
push  and  power  of  W.  A.  Dodge. 

The  Chairman  of  my  Board  of  Stewards  has  a 
son,  about  twenty  years  of  age,  named  for  Brother 
Dodge.  He  graduated  in  dentistry  a  few  days  ago 
in  Atlanta,  and  doubtless  will  settle  here,  to1  follow 
iiis  profession.      Brother   Dodge   is   also>  living   in 
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many  other  families  in  Eatonton,  in  name,  in  love 
.and  in  character. 

One  of  my  best  men,  J.  C.  Reid,  a  steward,  and 
for  several  years  Sunday-school  superintendent,  was 
converted  during  the  pastorate  of  Brother  Dodge. 
He  once  dissipated  much,  and  was  a  leading  sinner 
in  the  town,  who  tried  in  every  way  to  shun  the 
preacher  as  much  as  possible.  One  day  in  passing  the 
parsonage,  Brother  Dodge  came  out  and  meeting 
him  cordially,  began  to  talk  to  him  about  his  soul, 
and  got  him  to  promise  to  "come  out  to  meeting." 
He  came,  and,  like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  the  Lord  met 
him  there,  convicted  him  pungently,  and  he  was 
gloriously  converted.  Brother  Reid  is  a  good  man, 
and  is  another  monument  to  the  work  of  W.  A. 
Dodge. 

A  man  living  out  in  the  country,  in  talking  to  me 
last  year  about  one  of  the  Methodist  churches  in  the 
county,  said  that  the  best  meeting  ever  held  in  that 
church  in  a  long  time  was  conducted  there  by  J.  C. 
Reid  when  Rev.  T.  A.  Seals  was  on  the  circuit. 

This  gives  but  a  very  meager  idea  of  the  work  and 
the  influence  of  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge  during  the  years 
Providence  put  him  in  Eatonton. 

Frank  S.  Hudson, 

Pastor  Eatonton  Methodist  Church. 

Eatonton,  Ga.,  June  2,  1906. 
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A  VOICE  FROM  THE  PAST. 


Here  is  a  voice  long  silent  in  death,  of  one  who 
was  loved  and  esteemed  by  the  entire  church,  which 
bears  testimony  to  the  fidelity  of  Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge,, 
and  shows  conclusively  that  our  much  loved  departed 
Bishop,  George  F.  Pierce,  was  in  perfect  accord  with 
all  disciplinary  efforts  to  rid  the  church  of  dancing. 

Brother  Dodge  was  stationed  in  Eatonton  at  the. 
time,  and  was  having  trouble  with  wordly-minded, 
dance-loving  church  members.  He  was  seeking  to 
enforce  discipline  against  them,  a  lost  art  in  the 
present  day  Methodist  church,  and  had  requested 
Bishop  Pierce  to  come  and  preach  for  him.  The 
following  letter  is  in  answer  to  that  request,  and_ 
shows  the  heart  of  that  great  man  of  God.  After  so- 
many  years  it  affords  fine  reading : 

"Sparta,  Ga.,  February  8,  1881. 

"My  Dfar  Brothfr:  Oh!  that  I  could  be  with 
you  next  Sunday!  But  my  throat  will  not  bear 
preaching  just  now.  I  have  been  vocally  out  of  fix 
all  this  bad  weather. 

"I  hope  you  will  stand  firmly  by  the  Discipline  in 
dealing  with  your  disorderly  members.  The  Church 
must  stop  this  trifling  with  her  rules.  I.  am  more 
than  ever  convinced  that  dancing  professors  know 
nothing  even  of  the  first  principles  of  Christ's  reli- 
gion. No  one  in  the  enjoyment  of  religion  ever 
danced  since  the  world  was  made.  No  loving,  self- 
denying,  obedient  Christian  ever  will.      The  whole- 
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thing  as  now  carried  on  is  of  the  earth  earthly,  sen- 
sual and  devilish.  The  Church  can  not  allow  it. 
Those  who  will  not  give  up  this  and  kindred  sins 
must  go  out  by  withdrawal  or  expulsion.  The 
Church  of  God  can  not  be  a  saloon  for  the  children 
of  the  devil.    They  must  go  where  they  belong. 

"I  can  not  find  the  Journals  you  ask  for.  But  the 
General  Conference  did  interpret  the  General  Rule 
to  forbid  all  dancing — round  and  square,  private  and 
public.  The  Bishops  were  directed  to  say  so  in  the 
pastoral  address.  The  testimony  of  the  Church 
against  dancing  has  been  uniform  and  steady  and 
unequivocal  all  along.  All  the  churches  have  de- 
nounced it  as  sinful  and  corrupting. 

"All  the  people  in  the  Church  who  indulge  in  this 
ungodly  pastime  violate  their  baptismal  vows,  ignore 
Church  authority,  grieve  their  pastors,  sin  against 
God,  and  disgrace  their  Christian  profession.  Oh! 
Shame — shame — shame ! 

"I  thank  God  for  His  grace  to  you.  I  like  the  way 
you  talk.  God  fill  us  always  with  all  spiritual  bene- 
diction and  grace.  My  heart  swells  in  sympathy 
with  you.  I  love  God  and  the  Church,  I  hope,  with 
a  pure  heart  fervently  I  pant  for  all  the  fullness  of 
God.  I  never  profess  great  things,  but  I  am  ready 
to  confess  Jesus  in  His  life  and  death,  and  power  to 
save.     May  He  save  us  unto  the  uttermost. 

"Ann  joins  me  in  love  to  you  and  Sister  Dodge 
and  the  children.    God  bless  you  all  evermore. 

"Affectionately, 

"G.  F.  Pisrce." 

7  d 
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FROM  A  DISTANCE. 


In  the  summer  of  1885,  August,  I  think,  I  at- 
tended a  camp-meeting  at  Murdock,  111.  Holiness 
was  the  theme  of  the  many  evangelists  and  workers 
from  many  States.  Many  scenes  of  interest  were 
witnessed,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  was  present  in  mighty 
power.  One  scene  never  forgotten  by  the  writer 
occurred  here,  such  as  I  have  never  seen  repeated 
through  years  of  service  in  revival  and  camp-meet- 
ings, which  I  will  give. 

Brother  Dodge,  whose  face  was  beaming  with 
holy  love  and  light,  plead  that  the  Spirit's  voice  might 
not  be  quenched,  and  that  those  who  heard  Him 
calling  for  service,  might  right  then,  resist  no  longer, 
but  say  "yes"  to<  God.  Instantly  a  young  married 
woman,  the  wife  of  a  Quaker  minister,  sprang  to 
her  feet  and  began  telling  how  she  had  resisted  the 
call  of  the  Spirit  to>  preach  the  gospel,  because  it  was 
not  popular  for  women  to<  preach,  although  her 
church  licensed  and  believed  in  women  prophesying. 
Just  as  she  said,  "I  resist  no  longer,  I  will  obey  the 
call,"  the  fire  of  the  Holy  Ghost  apparently  fell  on 
the  whole  audience.  Instantly  some  were  shouting, 
others  fell  where  they  were  praying,  and  holy  pande- 
monium reigned.  Immediately  another  call  was 
made,  and  such  a  turning  to  the  Lord  I  have  never 
seen  repeated. 

The  writer  had  heard  the  call  for  years,  and  up 
to  that  time  was  walking  in  all  the  light  she  had. 
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During  the  same  meeting,  before  this  incident  oc- 
curred, while  Brother  Dodge  was  pleading  for  us 
to  "say  yes  tx>  God,"  he  paused  and  said :  "If  God 
should  call  any  of  you  to  work  in  the  South,  would 
you  be  willing  to  go?"  Then  we  went  to  prayer  and 
were  earnestly  urged  by  Brother  Dodge  to  examine 
our  hearts  and  walk  in  the  light  o>f  the  Spirit's  il- 
lumination. 

I  shall  never  forget  that  moment;    conscious  of 
being  wholly  surrendered   to  God   and   filled   with 
His  Spirit,  my  life,  filled  as  it  was  with  active  serv- 
ice for  church  and  home,  seemed  to<  pass  before  me 
like  a  panoramic  scene.    I  loved  my  church  work  so 
much  it  seemed  for  an  instant  impossible  that  God 
would  want  me  to  give  it  up.     But  the  still,  small 
voice  urged,  "Will  you  go  to  the  Southland?"     I 
said,  "Yes,  Lord,  anywhere  Thou  leadest."     I  was 
conscious  of  this  step  being  an  unusual  one  for  me, 
but  knew  it  was  the  voice  of  the  Spirit.    A  quietness 
and  an  assurance   of  being  in   complete  abandon- 
ment to  His  will  then  came,  which  was  wonderful. 
A  few  months  later  a  door  opened  for  my  going 
South,  and  I  was  not  disobedient  to  this  call,  but 
with   careful   steps   and   Divine  testings   I   obeyed. 
After  all  these  years,  during  which  I  have  spent  a 
number  in  the  Southern  field,  I  can  say  it  was  a  Di- 
vine call,  attended  by  my  Saviour's  approbation. 

Mrs.  Amy  Cooper  had  been  taking  Brother 
Dodge's  paper,  "The  Way  of  Life."  I  subscribed 
for  it,  and  continued  taking  it  until  it  was  merged 
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into  "The  Methodist,"  then  the  "Pentecostal 
Herald,"  not  missing  a  single  year. 

Several  years  afteiward  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Cooper,  stating  that  she  and  her  husband  stu- 
died and  preached  together,  and  at  that  time  she 
was  at  a  fashionable  watering  place  in  California, 
and,  by  request  of  the  people,  filled  her  husband's 
pulpit,  he  having  died  a  few  months  before. 

I  have  not  heard  from  her  since,  but  expect  to  meet 
up  there,  bringing  sheaves  for  Him  whom  we  serve. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Dimmitt, 

Evangelist  of  Illinois  Holiness  Association,  Spring- 
field, 111. 

Griggsville,  111. 


Ten  things  necessary  in  a  pure  life : 

Live  a  pure  life. 

Hearing  before  judging. 

Thinking  before  speaking. 

Harboring  clean  thoughts. 

Standing  by  your  principles. 

Being  generous  to  an  enemy. 

Stopping  your  ears  to  gossip. 

Bridling  a  slanderous  tongue. 

Being  square  in  business  dealings. 

Putting  the  best  construction  on  the  acts  of  others. 
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SEVERAL  THINGS  OF  INTEREST. 


Rev.  William  Asbury  Dodge  was  one  of  the  purest 
men  I  ever  knew.  Sincerity  was  a  prominent  trait 
in  his  character.  No-  one  ever  suspected  him  of  self- 
seeking-,  or  place-hunting,  in  his  appointments  in  the 
Conference.  He  was  fully  given  to  the  Lord  in 
every  phase  of  his  work. 

As  Presiding  Elder  and  pastor,  he  and  I  were  in 
close  relationship.  He  never  intimated  to  me  any- 
thing of  his  preference  as  to  appointments.  He  was 
stationed  in  Gainesville  in  1885,  and  it  was  the  de- 
sire of  the  people  that  he  should  succeed  me  on  the 
Gainesville  district,  and  I  urged  his  appointment  to 
the  district,  that  he  might  continue  the  revival  work 
then  in  progress  throughout  the  district.  However, 
Bishop  Wilson  did  not  agree  with  me,  and  appointed 
Rev.  A.  G.  Worley. 

It  was  known  to  all  that  Brother  Dodge  professed 
entire  sanctification,  according  to  the  Wesleyan  and 
Bible  doctrine.  He  lived  up  to  what  he  professed,, 
and  preached  up  to  what  he  lived.  He  was  a  large 
factor  in  what  was  called  the  "Holiness  Movement" 
in  the  Gainesville  district  and  other  parts  of  Geor- 
gia. He  seemed  to'  have  settled  it  that  his  lot  was 
with  the  holiness  movement,  and,  like  Moses,  was 
willing  to  suffer  for  his  choice. 

He  and  Revs.  A.  J.  Jarrell  and  W.  C.  Dunlap 
were  a  trio  in  the  evangelistic  work  of  "spreading 
Scriptural  holiness  over  these  lands."     Some  of  the 
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Bishops  and  most  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  North 
Georgia  Conference  were  opposed  to  this  doctrine, 
and  consequently  opposed  to  those  who1  were  behind 
the  movement.  This  opposition  was  demonstrated 
in  the  character  of  many  appointments  made. 
Whether  Brother  Dodge's  appointments  were  up  to 
his  ability  or  not,  he  always  went  uncomplainingly 
to  his  work,  and  did  all  he  could  to  bring  the  people 
up  to  a  higher  plane  of  Christian  living. 

Whatever  extremes  there  may  have  been  in  the 
preaching  and  methods  of  Brother  Dodge  and  others 
on  what  was  called  the  "holiness  line"  (and  there 
was  far  less  than  was  charged),  there  was  certainly, 
and  beyond  all  doubt,  the  power  of  God  in  the  move- 
ment. 

In  the  year  1885,  when  Brother  Dodge  was  sta- 
tioned in  Gainesville,  and  he,  Bros.  Jarrell,  Dunlap, 
Miller  Willis,  and  others,  were  preaching  holiness 
over  Northeast  Georgia,  and  great  spiritual  power 
was  in  the  churches,  there  were  added  to  the  Gaines- 
ville District  that  year,  on  profession  of  faith,  thir- 
teen hundred  and  sixty-five  souls ;  while  six  hundred 
and  fifty  additions  was  the  next  highest  in  districts 
nearly  twice  as  large  in  membership.  "By  their  fruits 
ye  shall  know  them." 

If  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  had  joined  in  the 
movement,  and  had  had  the  same  baptism  of  power 
these  men  had,  and,  if  necessary,  had  eliminated 
what  was  thought  to'  be  extreme  in  the  movement, 
there  would  have  been,  I  verily  believe,  a  different 
state  of  things  in  the  church  at  this  day. 


LIFE    OF    REV     W     A.    DODGE.  105 

Ever  since  the  decline  of  that  movement  the 
church  papers,  and  many  of  the  pastors,  have  been 
lamenting  the  want  of  power  and  success  that  at- 
tended the  ministry  of  Brother  Dodge  and  others 
wherever  they  preached. 

Whether  at  the  Scottsville  Camp-meeting  in  Texas 
or  the  Indian  Springs  Camp-meeting  in  Georgia,  or 
in  his  regular  pastoral  work,  Brother  Dodge  had  a 
great  zeal  for  souls.  In  editing  "The  Way  of  Life," 
and  in  his  consistent  Christian  life,  and  his  zealous 
evangelistic  work  of  so  many  years,  doubtless  few, 
if  any,  ever  led  more  people  to  Christ  and  encour- 
aged so  many  in  the  Christian  life. 

Brother  Dodge  was  not  only  a  successful  soul- 
winner,  but  he  was  one  of  the  most  lovable  of  men. 
His  brethren  of  the  Conference,  as  well  as  all  who 
knew  him,  loved  him. 

He,  Bros.  Jarrell,  Dunlap,  Miller  Willis,  and 
many  others,  with  whom  the  writer  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder  for  many  years,  have  passed  over  to 
their  reward,  and  he  to  the  margin  is  come,  "willing 
to  stay — ready  to  go." 

W.  A.  Parks, 

North  Georgia  Conference. 

Whitesburg,  Ga.,  June  2,  1906. 
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PLEASING  RECOLLECTIONS. 


W  A.  Dodge !  Did  I  know  him  ?  Can  I  speak  a 
word  concerning  him  ? 

That  beautiful  passage  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to 
the  magnificent  bay  on  which  lovely  San  Francisco 
was  built  is  called  the  "Golden  Gate."  Sheened  by 
the  morning  and  evening  sun,  this  passage  ripples 
into  golden  laughter.  It  is  golden,  in  that  it  is  the 
passage  to  safety  to  every  storm-pursued  craft;  it 
is  golden,  in  that  it  brings  daily  a  wealth  of  business 
prosperity  to  the  lap  of  this  queen  of  the  West ;  it  is 
golden,  in  that  it  admits  to<  our  hospitable  shores  all 
the  world,  who  seek  bread  or  who  look  for  the 
Christ;  and  is  golden,  in  that  it  passports  to  "all 
the  world"  every  man  and  woman  to<  whom  God  has 
given  a  charge,  to  the  "regions  beyond."  Such,  to 
my  mind,  was  Brother  Dodge  to'  the  "Holiness 
Movement,"  in  the  South  in  general,  and  Georgia  in 
particular. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  him  when  he  was 
a  pastor  in  Eatonton,  Georgia.  I  heard  of  how  he 
laid  siege  to>  that  little  town ;  of  how  he  would  fast 
and  pray;  crying  to  God  all  night.  Of  how  days  in 
advance  of  victory  he  got  the  assurance,  and  would 
come  in  and  say,  "O  wife,  God  has  given  us  the  city, 
God  has  given  us  the  city."  He  had,  too,  for  that 
was  Eatonton's  great  revival. 

Who  that  ever  looked  into  his  face  doubted  its 
transformed  character.     The  serenity  of  faith,  the 
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joy  of  faith,  the  innocence  of  faith,  the  friendship 
of  faith,  the  victory  of  faith,  played  over  his  great, 
honest  face  like  the  kaleidoscopic  tides  of  the  Golden 
Gate,  breaking  in  innocent  consciousness  against  the 
water-guards  of  some  great  ocean  palace  in  the  set- 
ting sun  of  a  crimson  November. 

I  often  met  Brother  Dodge,  in  counsel  and  in  a 
number  of  campaigns,  often  preaching  side  by  side 
with  him.  Candor  compels  me  to  say  he  was  closer 
to  me  than  I  was  to>  him.  There  was  reason  for  this. 
He  was  so  transparent  that  you  knew  him  and  trusted 
him  at  once.  The  dangers  which  I  scented,  and  often 
spoke  of  in  those  days,  were  not  seen,  suspected  or 
feared  by  him.  It  was  all  bright  to  his  bright  faith 
and  glowing  experience.  I  have  heard  him  expound 
the  Word  until  I  said,  "I  see  Jesus  in  those  doctrines." 
I  have  heard  him  sing  "Is  not  this  the  Land  of  Beu- 
lah?"  until  the  lilies  of  the  land  intoxicated  me;  the 
grapes  of  Eschol  fell  in  showers  from  the  branches 
above,  and  the  pomegranates  rolled  in  profusion, 
while  the  dews  of  Herman  cooled  me,  and  I  said 
Christ  is  singing  in  my  very  soul.  I  have  heard  him 
tell  his  experience  until  I  felt  like  saying  I  was  mis- 
taken. Christ  is  not  so  much  in  those  great  doc- 
trines, nor  in  that  heaven-born,  heaven-sung  song, 
but  the  great  Christ,  the  all-Christ,  lies  in  a  deep 
experience.  Then  I  have  turned  and  looked  on  him. 
Centripetal  and  centrifugal  fires  surged  through  my 
soul,  while  I  exclaimed,  "O,  I  was  mistaken,  for  there 
is  the  Lord  of  my  life,  the  Christ  of  my  own  cruci- 
fixion, the  Saviour  of  my  own  soul,  sitting  in  holy 
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transfiguration  on  the  face  of  Asbury  Dodge!" 
Hanging  my  head  in  confusion  I  have  sobbed  out, 
"O,  my  Lord,  to  shine  like  that,  even  in  glory,  would 
be  much !" 

I  have  not  known  much  of  him  for  the  last  twelve 
years  of  his  life,  but  am  not  concerned,  for  the  dia- 
mond returns  not  to  charcoal. 

J.  B.  Culpepper, 

Evangelist. 
June  25,  1906. 
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TENDER  MEMORIES. 


As  memory  unrolls  the  scroll  of  the  past,  some 
faces  and  figures,  some  times  and  places,  stand  out 
upon  the  canvas  thereof  as  do  pictures  upon  the 
walls  of  our  homes.  How  strange,  and  yet  how  true 
it  is,  that  one  will  thus  have  one  person  indelibly 
stamped,  and  another  will  have  another! 

Just  so,  dear  reader,  it  was  that  Rev.  W  A. 
Dodge  impressed  this  humble  handmaiden  of  the 
Lord  from  the  first  Sunday  that  she  ever  spent  on 
Indian  Springs  Holiness  Camp-ground,  some  years 
since.  In  company  with  dear  Aunt  Hodges,  of 
blessed  memory,  I  was  passing  a  small  canvas  tent, 
when  awful  groans  were  heard.  My  companion  re- 
marked, "Brother  Dodge  is  sick  there,"  and  stopped 
to  inquire  after  the  sufferer.  Involuntarily  I  raised 
my  eyes  for  a  moment,  and  beyond  the  forms  of 
those  speaking  together  in  the  tent  door  I  caught  a 
glimpse  of  two  muscular  arms  grasping  a  small  oak 
around  which  the  tent  was  built,  to  which  he  was 
clinging,  so  excruciating  were  his  sufferings. 

Brother  J.  B.  Culpepper  led  the  night  service,  and 
the  meeting  preceding  it  was  led  by  dear  Dr.  Godbey, 
of  Kentucky.  At  the  conclusion  Brother  Culpepper 
called  for  any  physician  in  the  audience  to  meet  him 
just  outside  the  Tabernacle,  and  I  felt  sure  that  it 
was  for  Brother  Dodge.  How  my  heart  went  down 
before  God  for  the  sufferer,  for  many  had  spoken  to 
me  of  his  pure  and  useful  life ! 
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A  year  later  I  met  him  under  that  same  Tabernacle 
pouring  out  his  heart  for  the  Church — the  Church, 
not  the  world — his  arms  extended,  as  in  agony  he 
pleaded.  Immediately  there  came  into  my  mind  the 
Saviour's  words,  "O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  how 
oft  would  I  have  gathered  thee  as  a  hen  doth  gather 
her  brood  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not,"  and 
there  was  in  them  a  far  deeper  meaning  than  ever 
before,  for  if  a  man  could  feel  for  the  Church  what 
this  man  evidently  felt,  no  wonder  that  the  Saviour 
of  the  world,  "being  in  an  agony,  prayed  the  more 
earnestly." 

Each  succeeding  year  found  us  both,  and,  for  the 
most  part,  our  families,  at  the  dear  camp-ground. 
How  joyously  each  family  hailed  the  coming  of  the 
other ! 

He  seldom  (many  felt  too  seldom)  preached  at 
Indian  Springs  Camp-meeting;  for  he  was  busy 
always  with  its  many  interests,  to  which  he  ever 
gave  close  and  constant  attention. 

Well  do  I  remember  one  year  especially,  when  it 
seemed  that  all  the  powers  of  darkness  were  in  full 
battle  array  against  God  and  all  that  the  camp- 
ground stood  for !  Loving,  yet  firm,  brave,  true  and 
strong,  Brother  Dodge  was  here,  yonder,  every- 
where when  most  needed.  Always  the  same  sancti- 
fied personality,  whether  preaching,  praying,  exhort- 
ing sinners  to  give  their  hearts  to  God,  or  witnessing 
in  a  court  of  justice  against  those  same  sinners,  it 
was  impossible  to  forget  Brother  Dodge. 

In  the  spring  of  1897  or  1898  he  and  Brother  G. 
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W.  Mathews  held  a  joint  session  of  the  North  and 
South  Georgia  Holiness  Associations  in  Lovett,  Ga., 
at  that  time  a  small  whiskey-soaked  town  (what  it  is 
now,  God  knoweth),  in  Laurens  county,  Ga.  How 
those  sinners  had  sneered,  boasted  and  criticised  the 
idea  of  such  a  meeting  in  their  town !  But  God 
came  with  the  preachers,  and  to  all  eternity  many 
will  rejoice  that  God  sent  such  power  into  their 
midst,  as  is  referred  to  in  Acts  i  :8 :  "But  ye  shall 
receive  power  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
upon  you." 

Lovett  being  near  our  town  of  Garbutt,  our  peo- 
ple attended  the  services  at  night  almost  en  masse. 

Saturday  night,  in  the  quietude  of  my  own  home, 
God  called  on  me  to  perform  one  of  the  most  difficult 
tasks  for  Him  I  had  ever  yet  done,  to  wit,  to  talk  the 
next  night  to  a  negro  District  Conference  on  "Per- 
sonal Piety  and  Power."  This  was  just  a  short  time 
after  the  Palmetto  tragedy. 

I  shall  never  forget  Brother  Dodge's  words  of 
cheer  and  encouragement :  "Yes,  do  it  by  all  means, 
Sister  Garbutt,  for  the  only  way  to  grow  in  grace 
steadily  is  to  enter  every  door  of  opportunity  that 
the  Lord  opens  for  you."  I  followed  his  advice  then, 
and  have  followed  it  ever  since,  with  victory  in  my 
soul  as  a  result. 

The  working  man's  attire,  with  carpenter's  tools 
in  hand,  seemed  just  as  fitting  as  broadcloth  and  a 
pulpit  for  this  man  of  God. 

The  last  Indian  Springs  Camp-meeting  which  he 
attended  he  came  to  our  cottage,  and,  asking  for 
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every  member  of  the  family,  wanted  to*  know  if  any 
of  us  objected  to<  his  building  his  cottage  next  door 
to  ours.  My  first  thought  was,  "As  if  we  could 
object  to  living  next  door  tx>  the  angels !" 

Elsewhere  in  these  papers  will  be  found  the  per- 
sonal, written  consecration  of  himself  and  his  all  to 
God. 

Mrs.  Callahan  (Annie  Pierce)  his  baby,  then  un- 
born, says  she  has  always  considered  herself  a  part 
of  that  consecration. 

Sister  Dodge  tells  of  it  this  way :  They  were 
boarding  with  an  elegant  Presbyterian  lady,  who 
seemed  always  to  regard  Brother  Dodge  as  a  para- 
gon of  goodness.  Of  the  day  of  which  he  writes,  she 
says :  "He  was  in  the  Church  study,  and  did  not 
come  home  to  dinner.  I  sent  Attie  and  the  nurse 
for  him.  Attie  came  back,  saying,  'Mamma,  I  can't 
make  papa  hear  me.  He  is  walking  the  floor,  sing- 
ing and  crying.    He  won't  hear  me.' 

"I  said  to  the  lady,  'He  is  so  anxious  about  the 
Church  he  is  almost  crazy.'  She  said,  'Don't  say 
anything  to  him,  Mary,  he  is  so>  good  he  wants 
everybody  else  to  be  good.'  I  knew  it  was  himself 
he  was  anxious  about,  but  was  ashamed  to  tell  her, 
for  I,  too,  thought  him  as  good  as  he  could  be,  but 
soon  saw  the  mistake,  as  he  was  so  much  better 
afterward.  We  had  company  that  day,  and  I  being 
proud  of  my  good-looking  husband,  wanted  them 
to  see  him,  as  my  pride  was  wounded.  In 
about  two  weeks  I  sought,  and  he  helped  me  to  find, 
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the  same  blessing.     Then  what  power,  joy  and  love 
attended  us  everywhere!" 

I  only  pause  to  say  I  wish  each  reader  of  these 
pages  could  have  been  at  the  Indian  Springs  Holi- 
ness camp-ground  last  year,  the  day  his  dear  ones 
took  possession  of  the  lovely  little  cottage  next  door 
to<  mine,  where  loving  hands  had  already  spread  the 
noonday  meal,  sent  in  from  the  various  tents,  as  a 
small  token  of  love  to  the  "Mother  of  our  camp- 
ground," their  children  and  grandchildren. 

God  help  you  and  me,  dear  reader,  to  seek  the 
truth,  walk  in  the  light,  and  die  in  the  faith,  as  did 
W  A.  Dodge. 

Mrs.  S.  S.  Garbutt. 

Wright,  Ga.,  June  23,  1906. 
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THREE  SOULS  TOUCHED  BY  THIS  MAN 

OF  GOD. 


Some  twenty  years  ago,  or  less,  among  the  hills  of 
North  Georgia  there  dwelt  a  youth.  He  was  in  no 
special  sense  a  paragon  of  goodness,  of  badness,  or 
indifference,  so  far  as  spiritual  things  go: 

He  sometimes  attended  church,  usually  on  "big 
meeting"  occasions,  quarterly  conferences,  and  per- 
haps the  neighborhood  "singings,"  taught  usually  by 
a  master  of  the  character  note  system,  who<  generally 
made  up  his  class  to  take  in  two*  Sundays.  What  a 
happy  week  for  young  folks !  Lots  of  rides,  many 
walks,  much  "sweethearting,"  and  plenty  of  merry 
chatter  among  young  and  old,  as  they  gathered  in 
the  morning  at  the  designated  school-house  or 
church;  or  at  "recess"  went  to  the  nearby  well  for 
nature's  own  remedy  for  many  ills,  the  cool,  limpid 
water;  or  in  season  cut  the  lovely  luscious  water- 
melon, brought  in  plenty  from  their  homes. 

In  those  days  folks,  especially  the  young,  were 
more  willing  to  go  long  distances  to  gatherings 
than  at  the  present  day,  nor  were  they  quite  so  fas- 
tidious as  to  the  mode  of  travel.  Carriages,  buggies, 
wagons,  ox-carts,  with  a  good  sprinkling  of  young- 
sters who  rode  horseback  or  came  on  foot,  made  up, 
as  a  rule,  "the  big  meeting"  or  "all  day  singing" 
congregation. 

Well,  a  youth  who  had  scarcely  attained  as  yet 
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his  majority,  attended  a  revival,  was  deeply  con- 
victed and  gloriously  converted. 

Soon  after  this  he  heard  that  Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge, 
a  sanctified  itinerant  minister,  would  preach  at  a 
certain  place  on  a  certain  day.  Wondering  what 
manner  of  man  this  was,  he  determined  that  the 
plow  should  stand  still  in  the  field  and  the  horse  re- 
main in  the  stall,  while  he  walked  the  intervening 
space  of  some  miles  to  find  him  out. 

It  so  chanced  that  the  young  man  got  there  first, 
and  at  last  among  the  arrivals  he  saw  a  lone  man 
drive  up,  get  out  of  the  buggy,  and  as  he  tied  his 
horse  this  youth  was  mightily  convinced,  before  the 
preacher  had  spoken  a  word,  that  this  man  had 
something  in  his  soul  which  he  himself  did  not  have, 
but  greatly  needed. 

It  seems  almost  useless  to  add  that  just  a  little 
preaching,  just  a  little  teaching,  just  a  little  explain- 
ing of  the  way,  and  that  young  man's  hungry  soul 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  power  and 
he  went  away  on  fire  for  God  and  has  all  these  years 
been  mightily  used  of  Him,  having  wisdom  such  as 
no  earthly  seminary  can  impart,  and  knowledge  not 
born  of  this  world.  East  or  west,  'tis  just  the  same 
— a  mighty  lifting  up  of  Christ  in  heart  and  life  and 
pulpit,  and,  as  is  promised,  a  wondrous  drawing  to 
Him. 

While  in  Americus  recently  I  learned  how  our 
dear  Vashti  Blasingame  Home  and  School  idea  of 
management  was  born  in  the  heart  of  a  dear  little 
woman   who  sat  under  the  Tabernacle  at  Indian 

8  d 
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Springs  .Canip-gTound.pne  stormy-  Sunday  evening 
and  heard  Brother  Dodge  preach.  .As  he  expounded 
the.  -word,  and  the  elements  warred  without,  ..the 
: Spirit;  warred  within  her  soul..  Finally  she  made 
-the  consecration*  and  got  that  blessed  experience; 

"There's  a  deep  settled,  peace  in  my  soul, 
Tho'  the  billows  of  sin  near  me  roll, 
He  abides.,  Christ  abides/" 

■\nd  she  assured  trie  that  from  that  dav  there  had 
-been  unbroken  peace  and  constant  abiding. 

\Tnr  can  I  forget  the  dav  or  cease  to  give  God  the 

glorv  for  the  fact  me  own-  little  daughter  came  into 

•the  same  experience  during -one  of  the  f  ew :  sermons 

die  preached  there.      She  possible  met  him1  on  the 

""golden   shore,"    having   preceded   him  home  some 

aime  - 

Mrs..  S.   S.  Gar-butt. 

Yv  rn-'ht.;  Ga. 
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HIS  EXPERIENCE  \S  RECORDED.  BY 

HIMSELF 


I  have  taken, this  method  to  keep  m  remembrance 
important  items  of  my  Christian  experience.  I  have 
often  felt  that  I  needed  a  deeper  work  of  grace  in 
my  heart. 

I  have  twice  sought  "perfect  love,"  and  twice  I 
lost  it.  Once,  and,  the  first  time,  in  1870,  in  the  lat- 
ter part,  of  September  I  walked  moment  by  mo- 
ment in  the  light  of  Cod's  favor  until  about  the 
middle  of  the  month  of  April,  1 871,  when  I  lost  it. 
I  -continued  thus  until  about,  the  middle  o£.  JJylay. 
,18^73,  when  I  sought  more  deeply  the  work,  in  my 
own  heart,  making,  a  complete  consecration  verbally 
to  God,  and.a^ain  I  was  made  happy  in  love. 

I  continued  thus  until  the  month  of  August,  1874, 
and  this  time  I  felt  that  God,  for  sin,  not  overt  and 
damning,,  but  sin  nevertheless,, again  withdrew  from 
me  the  light  of  His  countenance,  and  I  continued  in 
this  state  for  twelve  hours,  when  again  I, felt  that  all 
was  peace>  and  continued  so  for  about  a  month.,  ,J3ut 
I  fell  to  doubting  at  the  remembrance  of  my  -sin, 
and  again  the  light  went  out,  and  in  this  state  I,  re- 
mained until  April,  187- 

At  the  Conference  in  tne  winter  ot  Jq74  i:  was 
taken  off  the  Gainesville  District  and  put  in  charge 
of  St.  Paul's  station  in  the  city  oJf  A,t]anta.,  I  passed 
the  hrst  ot  this  year  with  no  very,  bright  manifesta- 
tion of  God's  presence  and  love  in  my  heart;    ,4)ften 
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cast  down,  and  preaching  without  any  distinct  sense 
of  Divine  presence. 

On  the  first  Sunday  night  in  the  month  of  April 
I  began  a  protracted  service  in  the  church.  It  con- 
tinued for  more  than  a  week  without  any  visible 
manifestation  of  God's  presence.  My  own  heart 
was  cold.  The  church  was  like  a  floating  Greenland 
iceberg,  and  sinners  as  hard  as  adamant. 

I  began  to  turn  my  eyes  within,  and  under  the  light 
of  God's  Spirit  I  felt  that  I  needed  to  be  washed — 
my  own  self,  for  there  was  much  of  the  carnal  mind 
remaining.  So  on  the  8th  of  this  month  I  sat  down 
and  did  what  I  never  did  before,  namely,  to  make  a 
written  deed  of  myself  to  God,  with  all  I  had.  This 
is  about  the  sum  it — (for  after  signing  it  I  sealed  it 
up,  and  desire  that  it  remain  sealed  until  after  I  am 
dead) — that  I  consecrate  myself  to  God,  mind,  soul 
and  body,  time,  influence,  wife  and  two  children,. 
Wesley  Atticus  and  May  Belle,  books,  clothes,  prop- 
erty, all — yes,  all  that  I  have  on  the  earth  now,  or 
ever  will  have. 

This  is  about  the  sum  of  it.  After  writing  it  out, 
I  got  down  on  my  knees  and  prayed  God  in  mercy, 
for  Jesus'  sake,  to  have  respect  unto  my  poor  offer- 
ing, for  I  felt  that  it  was  so  poor  that  nothing  but 
mercy  could  move  Him  to  accept  it,  and  on  my  knees, 
in  His  presence,  I  signed  it,  put  it  in  an  envelope 
and  sealed  it  up.  I  looked  every  minute  for  God 
to  come  and  accept  the  offering,  and,  blessed  be  His 
name,  He  did  not  keep  me  long  in  waiting. 

On  Friday,  April  9th,  the  day  following,  in  the 
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study  of  the  church,  about  half-past  twelve  o'clock, 
I  felt  that  God  sent  His  fire  and  consumed  the  offer- 
ing. I  felt  that  He  went  through  me  and  cleansed 
my  poor  soul  from  all  sin,  and  oh !  what  views  I  had 
of  Jesus,  such  as  I  never  had  before. 

I  went  to  the  congregation  with  new  light  and 
addressed  them,  and  God  began  to1  approve  by  con- 
victing the  church,  and  others  began  to  seek,  and 
still  the  work  went  on. 

But  my  own  experience  is  that  now,  moment  by 
moment,  I  look  up  to  Jesus  to  cleanse  me  and  keep 
me  clean.  I  am  sometimes  overwhelmed  with  the 
glory  of  His  presence.  At  other  times  I  am  filled 
with  such  heavenly  tranquility,  and  now  my  con- 
stant prayer  is,  "Jesus  keep  me,"  and  Jesus  does,  for 
His  is  the  power  to  do  it. 

On  Sunday,  the  18th,  I  sounded  the  alarm  to 
"Zion  that  "without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the 
Lord,"  and  God  came  in  mighty  power  upon  us,  and 
His  people  sought  and  found.  It  will  soon  be  three 
weeks,  and  God  is  still  moving  on  the  church. 

April  24th.  Yesterday  was  a  day  of  no  powerful 
display  of  Divine  presence,  but  I  feel  that  God  is 
doing  for  me  now  what  the  cold  winter  does  for  the 
forest  timber  after  months  of  growth — "harden- 
ing." 

I  feel  that  I  am  being  established  in  the  way  of 
Christianity  as  never  before. 

April  27th.  Saturday  last  was  a  day  long  to  be 
remembered.  The  four  o'clock  prayer  meeting  was 
one  of  the  most  precious  hours  I  have  enjoyed  for  a 
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long  time.  God  came  with  power  into' my  Soul-. 
Salvation  came  in  streams' df-light  and  joy;-  1  was^ 
made  to  say;-  "the  fullness  of  'God."  !'*  ^l;l 

Sunday '  was1  'a-  day  long  tcV be  remembered. '  •  The 
nine  o'clock  prayer  "meeting  Was  an  occasion  of 
p61wer!  When'  the1  invitation  wjas  given  to  stand  up' 
for  Jesus,  as  one  after  another  rose  up  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  His  love- and  mercy,  my  soul  was  "'filled1  with 
love  and  joy-  At  n  o'clock  Fpreached  from  John 
3': 1 6,  with  comfort,  I  trust,  to  some',  and  joy  to  my 
own  heart."  Again  at  night,  to  a  very  Targe  congre- 
gation, on  the  effects  of  sin,  temporal,  spiritual  and 
eternal.  I  trust  som£  good  was  done. 
"Monday  This  was  the  day  set  apart 'to  decorate' 
the  p'6'or  soldiers' -; graVes Vu 'I  had  forgot, '  and  "an- 
nounced a  prayer  meeting  t6  come  off  at  the  hour,- 
arid  after  I  had  made  the  appointment  I  felt  bound  to 
attend.  God  manifested'  Himself  to  us  'in1-  great 
power.  At  the  Service  at  night"  two  souls  were 
brightly  converted,  and'  one  sister  that  had'  been 
praying  alfthe  meeting- for  amew  heart  was  made  t6 
feel  that  her  prayers  had  been"  heard.  T'hirty^five 
have;  joined"  in  all  up  to  date.  r  Ohl1  how  meager  is 
drie's1  faith!' 
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HOLINESS-  CONVENTIONS, 


^ilt  is  peculiarly,  fitting  that  a  word  should' be  said, 
about'  these »  reliq'u jus  gathef mgs  in  .■  Georgia  m  the 
years  that  are  'gone,,  for  one  of  the1  leading -spirits-  irtit 
them  was.  .Yvoi  Ai  'Dodge,  who,  had' -as  much>to  do 
with  .-organizing'  the  "Georgia  Holiness,  'Associationr; 
and,  with  holding  "Holiness  Conventions"  as  any 
other  advocate  of;  sanctifieation  in  this  section.  .:  t 
I  /flits ■"Association"  was  simply'a  company  of  peo- 
pk\  either  in  the  ^experience  of  ■perfect1  love,  or  seek* 
l.ng  the- same,  all  .of  thetn  believing  in;  the  'Wesleyaia 
statement  of, .the  doctri'necof  rentire  sauetification, 
banded  together  for.  a  contmofc  purpose,'  whose  main 
object  was  to  hold  meetings  for  the  promotion1  of 
this  >rieh  experience.  The  "Conventions,"'  therefore, 
were1  not  gatherings  for  the  transaction  -of .business 
matters*' for  little  or, nothing  was'  done  on  that  line; 
but  purely  to  preach  definitely  the  doctrine  and  urge 
the  experience  upon  believers,  as  well  as  to  seek  the 
salvation  of  sinners.  Many  are  living  to-day  wdio 
are  the  religious  products  of  these  soul-refreshing 
meetings.  Really,  the  "Indian  Springs  Camp- 
ground" was  born  in  these  "Conventions." 

Only  those  who  were  privileged  to  attend  them 
can  form  any  correct  idea  of  what  seasons  of  grace 
they  were,  and  what  wonderful  spiritual  power  at- 
tended them.  Remarkable  scenes  were  often  wit- 
nessed, and  wonderful  things  frequently  occurred. 
Even  the  singing  itself  was  soul-stirring,  the  volume 
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of  song  and  the  heartiness  of  it  being  prominent 
features.  These  were  glorious  occasions,  drawing 
together  from  far  and  near  not  only  believers  in 
and  professors  of  this  high  grace,  but  attracting 
many  spiritually-minded  persons  who  did  not  see 
this  doctrine  in  the  same  light  as  did  these  "Holi- 
ness people."  At  one  of  them,  held  in  Warrenton, 
Ga.,  in  1884,  Bishop  Pierce,  who  did  not  accept 
the  "second  blessing"  theory,  was  present,  and 
preached  with  unusual  power,  the  Holy  Spirit  being 
graciously  manifest.  A  young  man  was  converted 
and  ran  up  into  the  pulpit  and  gathered  the  Bishop 
in  his  arms,  rejoicing  aloud.  Eternity  alone  will 
reveal  what  was  done  at  these  "Holiness  Conven- 
tions," in  which  W.  A.  Dodge  took  such  a  leading 
part. 

These  things  are  mentioned  in  order  that  what 
follows  about  the  organization  of  the  "Georgia  Holi- 
ness Association"  may  be  the  better  understood. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  "GEORGIA  HOLI- 
NESS ASSOCIATION"  IN  1883. 


The  Holiness  Convention  held  its  business  meet- 
ing at  the  house  of  Rev.  A.  J.  Jarrell,  in  Gainesville, 
Ga.,  May  17,  1883. 

President  A.  J   Jarrell  was  called  to  the  chair. 

W.  A.  Dodge  was  elected  Secretary  pro  tern. 

Present:  C.  A.  Jamison,  Milton  Harris,  Miller 
Willis,  W  O.  Butler,  B.  E.  L.  Timmons,  J  H.  Lit- 
tle, S.  D.  Evans,  William  Pennington,  E.  G.  Murrah, 
Brother  Mealy,  W  C.  Dunlap,  W  C.  Davis,  A.  J. 
Jarrell,  W.  A.  Dodge,  Geo.  D.  Watson. 

Opened  with  prayer  by  Brother  W  C.  Dunlap 
■for  Divine  guidance. 

After  prayer,  Rev.  Geo.  D.  Watson,  of  Newport, 
Ky.,  gave  an  account  of  similar  organizations  over 
the  land.  They  were  associations  of  brethren  and 
sisters  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessing  (without 
any  constitution  or  by-laws),  banded  together  to 
spread  the  doctrine  and  experience  of  holiness 
throughout  the  churches  in  the  land.  The  roll  is 
annually  corrected. 

FIRST  RESOLUTION. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  friends  of  Scriptural  Holi- 
ness, organize  ourselves  into  an  association,  to  be 
"known  as  the  "Georgia  Holiness  Association,"  for 
the  spread  of  Scriptural  Holiness  throughout  the 
-churches  of  our  State,  and  that  we  cordially  invite 
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all  persons  in  the  enjoyment,  and  all  those  who  are 

flifrstiifeffor  the  experience,  f6  'unite  with  ns  in  'the" 
wrork,  and  to  enroll  their  names  as  sttchv  artd:  to-  pray 
for  each  other. 

T'liis ::  was"  carried  unanimously  ' 
The 'following names   were  enrolled.  fi  ( See-'  list 
below  ) 

SKCOXI)    KKSOLl  ''I'lON. 

is-Mesoferdy  That  The.  officers,  .■  of  the  Association'  Tor 
convention  consist: oiAa   president,    two  vice-presi- 
dents;/secretary '  airdsiir^surer^  the  .last  two'  tb  <be; 
combined'  htTlie  same.person. 

The  convention:  then' went  Into,  the:  election. fc>f- 

A.  J.  Jarrell,  President,  Gainesville^ -Qa.- 

Be  F/Farris,^  ist  Vice-President^t  West  Pointy  Ga, 

G;  H.:Patihov'2d  ~VTce-President,  Griffin, -Ga;:? 

W;>  At  P)odge,  Secretary ^andrTVea-surer,  Atldnta; 
Ga. 

These --to-  hold  ■iof  one  vear,1  or. until itheirvsucces-1 
sors!are  elected.1 

THIRD  RESOLUTION. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  elect  annually  an 
executive  committee  ol  five,  consisting  of  the  officers 

of  the  Association,  and' 'one  additional.!  ^Adopted^ 

EXECU„TIV£  OO^Mi.TTEu. 

Revv  ''AtJ(}T;  Jarrell!  Gainesville,  Ga.>  chairman  . 
Rev*  B.:FtFarrisAYvest  ^6Jht;-  Ga/;  Rev)  G;  *£■  Pa- 
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tillo,  Griffin,  Ga. :  Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge,  Atlanta,  Ga.;. 
Rev-  W    C.  Davis/ Macon;  Ga. 

FOURTH  RESOLUTION 

Resolved,  That  d:4ie  ^Convention  -adopt/ "The-AVay 
of  Life,"  edited  and  published  Mil  Atlanta,  (Gal i J  /by 
Rev  W  A.  Dod^e^sHhei'organ.^tJie'A^so.ctJtiti^n, 
and  that  we  work  for  it.     Carried. 

FIFTH    RESOLUTION. 

Rcsoivai',,  mat -.we  .noia  -.in  /vutnnui  cm  tnis,  year 
another  Holiness, Convention  orjCamp-nieetingvTinie 
and  place  to  be  arranged-  by  the,  Executive  Commit- 
tee.    Carried. 

The  Convention  -then,  adjourned 

A.  J.  JarrflF;  :F resident: 
W  A.  DobGE,  -'Secretary. 
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ROLL,  MAY  17,  1883. 


Rev.  A.  J.  Jarrell,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

Rev.  C.  A.  Jamison,  Clayton,  Ga. 

Milton  Harris,  Eudora,  Ga. 

S.  M.  Willis,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Rev.  W.  O.  Butler,  Carnesville,  Ga. 

Rev.  B.  E.  L.  Timmons,  Calhoun,  Ga. 

Mrs.   Lucy  C.   H.   Timmons,   Calhoun,   Ga. 

Rev.  John  H.  Little,  Dawsonville,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Neppie  J.  Little,  Dawsonville,  Ga. 

Rev.  Wm.  A.  Parks,  Whitesburg,  Ga. 

Rev.  S.  D.  Evans,  Clayton,  Ga. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Farris,  West  Point,  Ga. 

J.  M.  Venable,  Louisville,   Ga. 

Rev.  E.  G.  Murrah,  Winterville,  Ga. 

W.  B.  R.  Pennington,  Pennington,  Ga. 

Geo.  Mealy. 

Rev.  W   C.  Dunlap,  Jonesboro,  Ga. 

Rev.  Geo.  D.  Watson,  Newport,  Ky. 

Rev.  W   C.  Davis,  Macon,  Ga. 

T.  A.  Daniel. 

Jas.  T.  Vaughn,  Harmony  Grove,  Ga. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Adairsville,  Ga. 

Emma  J   Barr,  Edgefield  C.  H.,  S.  C. 

Mrs.  H.  N.  Ware,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

Miss  Dora  Rakestraw,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

Henry  B.  Hearn,  Eatonton,  Ga. 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Hargrove,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

R.  C.  Maddox,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
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Robt.  H.  ,Stancill,   Gainesville,  Ga. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Mosley,  Pennington,  Ga. 

Mrs.   Parmelia  Alman,  Atlanta,   Ga. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Dodge,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Mrs.  A.  Roberts,  Conyers,  Ga. 

Rev.   H.   M.  Newton,  Lawrenceville,  Ga. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Cary,  Thomson,  Ga. 

D.  F.  Irving,  Thomson,  Ga. 

Rev.  J.  W  Cook,  Eudora,  Ga. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Turner,  Eudora,  Ga. 

R.  H.  Smith,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

M.  S.  Seymour,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

J.  W.  Leach,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Mary  Leach,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

A.  C.  Doster. 

Mrs.  Breeland  Harris. 

Mrs.  P    T.  Collier,  Blue  Springs,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Hester  M.  Marrow,  Senoia,  Ga. 

Willie  Sutton. 

Rev.  Geo.  W.  Duval,  Warrenton,  Ga. 

Rev.  Uriah  Langford,  Warrenton,  Ga. 

Rev.  T.  H.  Hunnicutt,  Red  Hill,  Ga. 

Rev.  J.  P  Ledbetter,  Red  Hill,  Ga. 

J.  C.  Akins,  Red  Hill,  Ga. 

Mrs.  N    C.  Shannon,  Red  Hill,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Mary  Davis,  Red  Hill,  Ga. 

J.  A.  Hall. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Hall,  Red  Hill,  Ga. 

D.  C.  Crenshaw,  Red  Hill,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Martha  James,  Cromer's  Mill,  Ga. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Fowler,  Cromer's  Mill,  Ga. 
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Mrs.  Tabitha,  Sniith,,  Cromer's  Mi.ll,  pa. 
R  e v .  J    O .,  Ya  r  11  er, ,,  Bold  -.  S  p  r  in  gs ,,  Ga . 
Jas.  M.  Mopre,.Bol(i  Springs,  Ga 
Wm,  T    Tackson,  Culverton,  Ga< 
Isabella  Jackson,,  -pulverton,^ Ga.,  _ 
Thomas  J. ■.  -Waller,  .Culverton, -Ga 
John  M.  Jackson,  Pulverton,  Ga. 
Jas.  T    Burnley,  PoAv,ellton, ,  Ga. 
John  W   Waller,.  t]ow.elltou.  Ga. 
Johnnie  Shields,; ^PoAyellton,   Ga. 
C.  E.  Little,  Milledgeville,  Ga..^ 
Henry  F    Russelj,  Augusta,  pa.. 
F    A.  Hall,  Milledgeville,  Ga;.-," 
John  H.  Curry,  Macon,  ,Ga.  4 
John  W   Wallace,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Amelia  Sexton,  Clanton,  Ala 
Mrs.  Lula .Dudley;,  :Lomax,  Ala, 
Mrs.  L.  A. >  Coachman,  Camilla,  Ga., 
Mrs.  Nancy  Aikens,  Crane  Eater,,  Ga 
Mrs.  H.  A,  Morrow,  -Sonera,, Ga. 
Rev.  T.  ,A,.  Jeajs,  .Marietta,.  Pa. 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Fite,  Gainesville,  "Ga. 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Carpenter,  J^lackshear,  Ga 
J    M.  Johnson,  Eatonton.  Ga 
Rev.  S.  P.  Qwens,  Shadvdale,-  Ga. 
Rev.   R.   C.   Oliver,  ...Spartanburg,   fl,  G. 
J.  R.  Harwell^  West  Point,  Ga. 
Mrs.  P   A.  Schenk,  Atlanta;,  Ga.^ 
Mrs.  Elizabeth,  E.  Martin,  -Atlanta,  Ga. 
Mrs.  W.  IE  Anderson,,  Brunswick,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Camilla  Jy,  Almanfl,  .Atlanta,  Qa. 
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Miss  Elizabetrr  J  t  AYhi-te,  (jjpbir,  Ga, 

Airs.  N.  J.  Daniel,  Thomson,  Ga. 

F  Ai.  Stubbs,  Augusta^  G;a.: 

D.   M.  Crawford,   Alacon^Qa,  < 

Thos.  B.  Young, ,  Thomson,  ,G^.[ 

Mrs.  S.  J.". Young,.,  Thomson,  ,Q^.\ 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Reese,, Thomson,,  Ga 

M.  C.  Fulton,  Thomson,,  Ga., 

Rev   J.  N    Myers,,  Banksville,  Ga< 

R.  B.  Morris*  Augustay  Ga. 

Airs.  Alar);  ,IL  Alorris^Yugusta,  rGa 

J   P   Bondurant,  Augusta,,  (Ga 

T   C.  Sorrow'    Aiavsyille,  Ga, , 

Mrs.)  Sarah  jE,-  Sorrow,   MaysvJllev  Ga. 

W   E.  H.  geartrjj  Gril^n,  Ga. 

W   J   Deas,  Augusta,  ;Ga„ 

Josiah  A'liller?t  Augusta,  Ga. 

Armstrong  Conner,,  Augusta,  Ga.; 

Mrs.  S,  J).  AAYotep^AlilledgeviUe/iGa 

Mrs.  Luteeja;  glassy,  ■ : AJalledgeYille,-,  Qa, 

Geo.  AY   Carraker,  Alilledgeville,  Ga. 

Mattie  L.  Hall,  Alilledgeville,  Ga. 

Matilda  Alixsor},  Alilledgeville/, Gar. 

Airs.  M.  F.«  Deas.  Augusta,, .Ga, 

W  J.  Deas,  Augusta,  Ga 

Mrs.  Annk  LynGhj  Alilledgeville,  t>a>; 

Mrs.  Alartha, ,  -Jli^Jiar^s,  AlTlle.Glgeyillei 

Augustus  ,Q;reen,  Rome., .C^.-mbH 

Miss  Cora  Gum,  Milkdgeville;  Ga 

Rev.  J    AT;  Armstrong,;  iNYrwood,  Ga/i 
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Rev.  Robt  M.  Cook,  Sparta,  Ga. 

J.  O.  Clay,  Akin,  S.  C. 

John  C.  Ferris,  Augusta,  Ga. 

J.  E.  Duren,  Augusta,  Ga. 

G.  L.  Slaton,  Harmony  Grove,  Ga. 

John  R.  Robinson,  Lawrenceville,  Ga. 

John  M.  Eldridge,  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Rev.  W   B.  Godbey,  Carlisle,  Ky. 

Rev.  B.  A.  Johnson,  Norwood,  Ga. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Johnson,  Norwood,  Ga. 

Miss  Amanda  M.  Johnson,  Norwood,  Ga. 

C.  R.  Elliott,  Macon,  Ga. 

W.  F   Coones,  Macon,  Ga. 

Mrs.    Mary  Hockinghull,   Barrettsville,   Ga. 

Rev.  R.  F.  Williamson,  Ellaville,  Ga. 

Rev.  J   W.  Simmons,  Macon,  Ga. 

Rev.  T.  T.  Christian,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Rev.  T  H.  Christian,  Oxford,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Lucy  T.  Christian,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Miss  Mary  W.  Christian,  Savannah,  Ga. 

1884. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Jordan,  Lumpkin,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Brown,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Sims,  Augusta,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Barnes,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Edmondson,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
Mrs.  M.  M.  Edmondson,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
E.  C.  Barrett,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
Rev.  J-  W.  Hargrove,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
P   C.  Williams,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
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Thos.  Thrower,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
J.  W  Slocumb,  Clinton,  Ga. 
J.  A.  Allen,  Warrenton,  Ga. 
F.  P   Sherman,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
Miss  Neicie  Farbee,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
Rev.  C.  B.  Lahatte,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Lahatte,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

E.  H.  Seymour,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Ada  Seymour,  Gainesville,  Ga. 

F.  F-  Wilson,  Maysville,  Ga. 
George  Rakestraw,  Gainesville,  Ga. 
Rev.  J.  W   Blosser,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Blosser,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Nannie  Rakestraw,  Gainesville,   Ga. 
Dr.  J.  F.  Vaughn,  Harmony  Grove,  Ga. 
Mrs.  Orpha  Vaughn,  Harmony  Grove,  G:.. 
W   J.  Freeman,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Mrs.  Mildred  A.  Freeman,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Mrs.  D.  C.  White,  Brunswick,  Ga. 

Jas.  Bledsoe  Armstrong,  Norwood,  Ga. 

Miss  M.  L.  Evans,  Macon,  Ga. 

Rev.  C.  Pope,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Miss  Gussie  Shaw,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Miss  Julia  Ramsey,  Augusta,  Ga. 

J.  E.  Martin,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Mrs.    Fannie   M.    Oliver,    Spartanburg,    S.    C. 

Rev.  R.  C.  Oliver,  Spartanburg,  S.  C. 

Thos.  P    Reynolds,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Walker,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Evans,  Macon,  Ga. 

W  A.  Deas,  Augusta,  Ga. 

R.  H.  Hill,  Augusta,  Ga. 

9d 
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"THIS  NIGHT  THY  SOUL  SHALL  BE 
REQUIRED  OF  THEE." 


It  was  at  camp-meeting  in  a  Western  State,  about 
1894,  at  the  last  service,  when  there  came  a  fearful 
rain  storm,  accompanied  with  vivid  lightning  and 
loud  peals  of  thunder.  The  sound  of  the  rain  on 
the  roof  of  the  stand  made  so  much  noise  that  noth- 
ing could  be  done  but  sing,  and  thus  the  time  was 
spent.  About  9  o'clock  there  was  a  lull  in  the  storm, 
and  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge  was  asked  to  speak  to  the 
people,  when  he  arose,  and  earnestly  urged  all  who 
were  unsaved  to  immediately  seek  salvation,  and 
;hen  invited  sinners  to  the  altar.  A  few  responded, 
and  the  invitation  was  continued. 

Just  about  that  moment  there  came  a  very  vivid 
flash  of  lightning,  accompanied  by  the  immediate 
crash  of  thunder,  for  a  bolt  had  struck  just  out- 
side the  graveyard  fence  near  the  stand.  Fear  was 
in  the  hearts  of  many,  and  then  sinners  began  to 
rush  to  the  altar  without  much  persuasion.  It  was 
soon  filled  with  serious  souls  inquiring  the  way  of 
salvation,  and  very  soon  several  were  converted. 

During  this  service  Brother  Dodge,  as  usual  in 
such  meetings,  was  quite  active  in  the  congregation 
in  endeavoring  to  persuade  sinners  to  give  their 
hearts  to  God,  and  in  the  altar  in  instructing  peni- 
tents what  they  must  do  to  be  saved. 

The  meeting  closed,  and  the  people  left  the  stand. 
Two  young  ladies  were  in   the  congregation,   but 
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had  not  yielded  to  the  appeals  which  had  bcf.n  made. 
They  started  home,  and  had  to*  cross  a  stream,  great- 
ly swollen  by  the  heavy  rain.  Unfortunately,  the 
team  was  swept  down  by  the  swift  moving  cur- 
rent, and  both  girls  met  a  watery  grave.  Not  until 
next  morning  were  their  bodies  found.  The  occur- 
rence cast  a  deep  gloom  upon  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. After  earnest  searching,  the  dead  forms  of 
these  bright  girls  were  discovered  just  below  the 
ford  entangled  in  the  bushes. 

Before  leaving  the  camp-ground  for  home, 
Brother  Dodge  went  where  the  bodies  were  laid  out, 
and  one  of  the  faces  he  recognized  as  that  of  a 
young  woman  with  whom  he  had  talked  the  night 
before  about  her  soul,  whom  he  had  urged  to  seek 
religion,  and  whom  he  had  faithfully  warned. 
Neither  one  of  the  girls  were  religious.  That 
night's  service  at  the  camp-meeting  was  their  last 
opportunity  to  be  saved,  and  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge 
was  the  last  one  to  warn  them  of  their  danger. 
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TWO  INCIDENTS. 


Those  who  looked  upon  Brother  Dodge's  face  and 
noted  his  sweetness  of  spirit,  being  always  so  cheer- 
ful, never  knew  the  sore  trials  of  the  inner  man.  He 
was  not  exempted  from  those  peculiar  temptations 
which  belong  to  the  life  of  an  itinerant  preacher. 
He  knew  what  sore  trials  were,  though  he  never 
talked  about  them,  nor  showed  the  effect  of  them 
in  his  face  or  spirit.  He  could  be  as  firm  as  any 
other  man  when  duty  demanded  it,  and  never  shrunk 
from  declaring  himself  against  sin  when  occasion 
seemed  to  require  it.  The  quiet,  sweet-spirited  man 
could  be  as  bold  as  a  lion,  and  firm  as  adamant,  when 
duty  called  him  to  the  front. 

While  he  was  pastor  in  Gainesville,  whiskey  was 
sold  in  the  county.  In  his  pulpit  ministrations  and 
in  his  intercourse  with  neighbors  and  friends,  he 
never  failed  to  bear  open  testimony  against  this  great 
evil. 

One  Sabbath  his  soul  was  moved  within  him,  and 
he  declared  with  emphasis  that  as  much  liquor  was 
sold  in  drug-stores  in  Gainesville  on  Sunday  as  in 
saloons  in  one  day  of  the  week.  The  shot  hit  the 
mark,  and  created  a  stir.  A  druggist  in  town  became 
greatly  offended,  and  started  an  effort  to  have 
Brother  Dodge  removed  at  the  next  Conference,  se- 
curing the  names  of  nine  persons  to  the  petition. 
How  far  they  succeeded  it  is  not  now  necessary  to 
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know.  Enough  to  say  this  man  of  God  heard  of  it, 
and  it  hurt  him  to  the  quick.  But  he  swerved  not 
one  inch  from  the  right   because  of  the  opposition. 

Brother  Dodge  went  down  about  Barnesville,  Ga., 
to  assist  in  a  meeting,  for  he  knew  not  how  to  re- 
fuse the  appeals  of  the  brethren.  How  he  did  revel 
in  revival  services,  especially  when  sinners  were 
seeking  the  Lord ! 

He  was  at  home  under  such  surroundings,  and  was 
a  perfect  general  in  an  altar  service.  On  this  oc- 
casion a  Dutchman  chanced  to  come  to  the  services, 
a  regular  beer-drinker,  and  conviction  seized  him. 
After  a  season  he  was  graciously  converted.  At  an 
experience  meeting  held  later  he  arose  to  tell  what 
the  Lord  had  done  for  him. ,.  He  was  large  and  stout, 
just  about  the  figure  of  our  departed  brother.  Stand- 
ing a  moment,  the  Dutchman  began  to  talk  after 
this  fashion : 

"My  friends  (stroking  himself  in  front  a  mo- 
ment), I  used  to  take  a  drink  of  peer  after  break- 
fast, and  it  make  me  feel  goot  down  here.  Den  at 
dinner  time  I  take  anodder  glass  of  peer,  and  it  make 
me  feel  goot.  Den  at  night  I  takes  anodder  glass  of 
peer,  and  I  feels  goot.  But  der  come  dis  man  Dodge 
down  here,  and  he  talk  about  one  named  Jesus,  who 
he  say  could  save  men  from  sins.  I  believe  in  Jesus, 
and  He  saves  me.  And  I  got  Him  now  in  my  heart 
right  here  (putting  his  hand  upon  his  breast),  and 
I  feel  mighty  goot." 

One  can  almost  see  the  smile  playing  over  the  face 
of  Brother  Dodge  as  he  looked  at,  and  listened  to 
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this  simple-minded  foreigner  while  he  was  telling 
his  experience  in  his  own  way. 


PREACHING  AT  CONFERENCE. 


Not  often  was  this  itinerant  preacher  put  up  to 
preach  when  he  went  to  Conference,  but  at  the 
session  of  the  North  Georgia  Conference,  held  at 
Trinity  Church,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  November,  1900, 
he  was  appointed  to  preach  on  Saturday  night,  not 
a  good  night  as  all  know,  for  a  congregation,  since 
even  preachers  take  the  liberty  on  that  night  to 
remain  away  from  public  service. 

He  had  a  small  crowd,  but  it  affected  him  very 
little.  Taking  as  his  text  James  1:17:  "Every  good 
gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from  above,  and  Com- 
eth down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is 
no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning,"  he  ex- 
plained each  phrase,  and  threw  a  flood  of  light  on 
the  text. 

Coming  out  of  the  church,  Rev.  Felix  P  Brown, 
now  a  superannuated  preacher,  a  good  judge  of 
preaching,  said  to  a  brother  preacher :  "Clem,  they 
ought  to>  make  Asbury  Dodge  preach  to  the  North 
Georgia  Conference  every  year."  And  this  good 
brother  was  not  far  wrong. 
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A  LETTER  OF  REV   W   A.  DODGE. 


If  we  would  get  a  clear  view  of  one's  inner  char- 
acter, it  is  well  to  read  his  letters.  Here  is  one 
showing  the  spirit  of  this  good  man,  and  his  very 
humble  opinion  of  himself.  Some  dissatisfaction 
had  been  expressed  at  a  matter  with  which  he  was 
connected  by  those  in  church  authority,  for  which 
Brother  Dodge  was  not  to  blame,  and  this  letter  has 
to  do  with  that  incident. 

Atlanta,  Gav  March  12,  1903. 

My   Dear    ClEm  :    Yours,    with   communication 

from  ,  received.     I  am  sorry  to  have  been 

the  occasion  of  this  delay  and  dissatisfaction  to  the 
management.  I  rather  think,  as  the  matter  stands, 
I  had  better  resign  and  let  some  one  else  be  put  in 
my  place  who  will  give  satisfaction. 

What  do  you  think?  Of  course  I  am  willing  to 
do  my  part  in  these  things,  but  when  I  try  and  fail, 
and  there  are  so  many  others  who  can  do  better  than 
I  can,  I  am  embarrassed  to  try  to  fill  a  place  for 
which  it  seems  I  am  incompetent.  Be  honest  and 
frank  with  me,  and  speak  out  your  mind.  I  can 
drop  out  at  next  Conference,  and  another  can  take 
my  place. 

God  bless  you  and  yours.     Pray  for  me. 
Lovingly,  yours  in  Jesus, 

W.  A.  Dodge. 
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THE  DEATH  OF  HIS  MOTHER. 


No  man  loved  his  mother  more  than  W  A.  Dodge. 
In  this  respect  he  was  a  true  son,  whose  heart  al- 
ways beat  loyally  to  her  who  gave  him  being,  and 
whose  early  efforts  made  the  first  good  impressions 
on  his  mind  and  gave  the  right  turn  to  his  life. 
Among  his  "sketches,"  hid  away,  was  found  this 
notice  of  his  mother,  for  it  seemed  he  wanted  to 
lay  it  up  among  his  treasures : 

(From  Macon  (Ga.)  Telegraph.) 

Mrs.  I.  C.  Dodge  Passes  Away. 

Died  Yesterday  Afternoon  from  Old  Age — Funeral 
to  Occur  this  Morning  from  the  Residence. 

Mrs.  I.  C.  Dodge  died  yesterday  afternoon  at  6 
o'clock  at  her  residence  on  Huguenin  Heights,  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  from  old  age.  Mrs.  Dodge  was  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age,  and  had  been  in  feeble  health  for 
some  time. 

Mrs.  Dodge  was  formerly  of  Columbia  county, 
and  has  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  Macon,  who  will 
be  pained  to  hear  of  her  death.  She  leaves  one  son, 
Rev.  Mr.  Dodge,  of  Atlanta,  also,  a  granddaughter, 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Peavey,  of  Macon.  Mrs.  J.  D.  Bowles, 
of  Macon,  was  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Dodge. 

The  funeral  will  take  place  this  morning  from  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  J.  D.  Bowles  at  7  130  o'clock.  The 
remains  will  leave  for  Harlem,  Ga.,  at  nine  o'clock. 
The  funeral  services  will  be  conducted  by  Revs. 
Bardwell  and  Harrison. 

The  interment  will  be  in  Mercer  cemetery,  near 
Harlem. 
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A  LOOK  INTO  HIS  "SKETCHES  OF 
SERMONS." 


This  side  of  our  brother's  character  is  worthy  of 
study,  and  brings  up  many  interesting  things.  He 
was  unique  in  his  make-up,  and  was  unlike  any  other 
preacher  in  the  type  of  his  mind,  in  the  manner  of 
dividing  his  texts,  and  in  his  delivery  He  had  a 
systematic  and  analytical  mind,  and  hence  he  always 
divided  his  subjects  into  several  heads.  He  was 
never  afraid  of  "firstly,  secondly,  thirdly,"  etc.,  for 
he  often  went  up  to  "eighthly."  The  joints  of  his 
sermons  could  be  plainly  seen,  for  they  were  any- 
thing else  than  essays,  or  compositions,  with  no  di- 
visions, and  nothing  to  separate  the  different  points 
made. 

He  rarely  wrote  a  sermon  out  in  full,  always  made 
notes,  and  his  "sketches  and  skeletons,"  which  he 
left  in  systematic  order,  are  numbered  by  the  hun- 
dreds. He  had  a  "letter  and  invoice  file,"  large  and 
well  filled  with  these  "Sketches,"  and  they  reveal  the 
mind  of  this  devoted  man  and  faithful  preacher.  If 
any  one  supposes  he  confined  himself  alone  in  his 
preaching  to  the  doctrine  of  "sanctification,"  he  will 
find  himself  very  much  mistaken.  These  "sketches" 
embrace  almost  every  conceivable  Bible  subject,  for 
W  A.  Dodge  was  essentially  and  pre-eminently  a 
Bible  preacher.  He  held  himself  exclusively  to 
scriptural  subjects,  and  had  neither  time  nor  disposi- 
tion to  treat  of  novel   ideas   or  curious   questions, 
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which  have  such  great  attraction  for  some  ministers 
in  these  modern  times. 

It  was  necessary  with  his  peculiar  type  of  mind  to 
make  notes,  and  these  he  used  freely.  In  fact  he 
rarely  ever  preached  without  "notes."  In  this  way 
he  prepared  his  sermons.  He  carefully  divided  the 
text  and  subject  in  a  very  simple  and  intelligent  way, 
and  held  his  mind  down  to  it,  using  illustrations  from 
Scripture,  as  well  as  drawing  upon  every  outside 
source  for  material  to  throw  light  upon  his  subject 
and  to  enforce  the  truth  he  was  seeking  to  present. 
In  his  "sketches"  are  found  some  he  borrowed  from 
others,  for  he  seemed  not  to  care  especially  for  nov- 
elty or  originality  in  selecting  divisions  of  a  text. 
If  he  found  something  in  a  paper,  or  read  a  sermon 
which  divided  itself  suitable  to  his  notions,  he  ap- 
propriated it,  using  his  own  words  and  ideas  to  fill 
out  the  sermon. 

In  one  case,  in  his  early  ministry,  he  borrowed  the 
divisions  of  Mr.  Wesley  on  "Salvation  by  Faith," 
from  the  text,  "By  grace  are  ye  saved  by  faith," 
which  he  used  effectively. 

On  the  back  of  this  "sketch"  just  mentioned  are 
these  words:  "Written  at  Camp  No.  ?,  James  Island, 
S.  C,  January  25,  1864,"  shewing  that  it  was  while 
he  was  a  young  preacher  and  chaplain  in  the  army, 
and  doubtless  it  was  preached  to  the  Confederate  sol- 
diers at  that  place. 

How  this  carries  the  mind  back  to  those  dark  days 
of  the  civil  war,  forty-three  years  ago!  How  many 
things  come  up  in  imagination  as  we  think  of  this 
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almost  beardless  boy  standing  up  among  these  men 
in  grey,  preaching  to-  them  salvation  from  sin  by 
faith  in  Christ  here  and  now !  the  same  Gospel,  how- 
ever, he  preached  to  the  end  of  his  long  and  useful 
life. 

Here  is  another  "sketch,"  made  about  the  same 
time  on  James  Island,  in  1864.  It  seems  to  be  on 
the  "deceitfulness  of  sin :" 

Text — "But  exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is 
called  to-day,  lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through 
the  deceitfulness  of  sin." 

1st.  Sin  'is  the  same  the  world  over.  2d.  The 
motives  we  have.  3d.  We  try  to  cover  our  sins. 
4th.  We  hunt  pleasure  in  sin.  5th.  We  think  we  can 
satisfy  ourselves  in  sin.  6th.  Sin  deceives  us  into 
procrastination.  7th.  How  can  we  love  sin  like  we 
do? 

He  seemed  to  have  changed  his  base  some  time  in 
1864,  for  here  is  a  "sketch"  with  this  written  on  the 
back:  "Written  March  24,  1864,  at  Camp  Milton, 
Fla." 

Just  above  it  are  these  words :  "Preached  at  or 
in  23d  Georgia  regiment,  March  26,  1864."  Here 
is  the  "sketch :" 

Habbakkuk,  3 :2d  verse :  "O  Lord,  revive  Thy 
work  in  the  midst  of  the  years ;  in  the  midst  of  the 
years  make  known.     In  wrath  remember  mercy  " 

These  were  the  words  of  this  man  of  God,  as  he 
lamented  over  the  sinful  condition  of  this  people. 

I.  We  will  notice : 

1st.   Their  sinfulness. 


142  LIF£    OF    R£V     W     A.    DODGE. 

2d.  Their  danger  of  a  disgracful  overthrow. 

II.  The  reasons  for  their  imminent  danger  was : 
ist.  Because  they  had  forgotten  God. 

2d.  And  because  they  would  not  return. 

III.  Then  let  us  compare  ourselves  with  this 
wicked  nation : 

ist.  We  have  sinned  as  a  nation  and  as  individ- 
uals. 

2d.  Our  danger  as  a  nation  and  as  individuals. 

IV  The  reasons  of  our  troubles  and  now  im- 
pending destruction  are : 

ist.  We  have  forgotten  God. 

2d.   And  we  do  not  turn  as  we  should. 

3d.  Then  let  us  view  it  like  this  man  of  God,  and 
work  and  pray  like  he  did. 

Possibly  one  of  the  most  interesting  sketches  of 
that  period  long  past,  is  one  he  made  on  the  back  of 
a  request  to  the  captain  commanding  to  be  allowed 
to  visit  Charleston,  S.  C,  while  he  was  in  camp  at 
James  Island.     Here  is  the  written  request : 

Camp  23D  Ga.  Regiment, 
James  Island,  S.  C,  December  23,  1863. 
"Captain — 

"Sm :  I  respectfully  ask  leave  of  Gen'l  Colquitt  to 
visit  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  to  return  to  camp  at 
pleasure,  for  the  next  thirty  days. 

"Very  respectfully,  etc., 

"W   A.  Dodgs, 
"Chaplain  23d  Ga.  Reg't." 
"To  Captain  George  G.  Gratin, 

"Adjutant." 
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The  sermon  appears  to  have  been  on  "God  and  His 
Attributes,"  and  this  is  the  sketch.  He  fails  to  give 
the  text  used  on  this  occasion  : 

Unity — one  God.  Eternity — from  everlasting. 
Spirituality — not  body  or  matter.  Omniscence — He 
knoweth  all  things.  Omnipotence — He  hath  all 
power.  Omnipresence — His  care  over  us.  Immu- 
tability— He  never  changeth.  Goodness — He  is  al- 
ways kind.  Mercy — He  dealeth  mercifully.  Justice 
— and  yet  He  is  just.     Truth — He  is  ever  truthful. 

Consider  then : 

Is  He  not  a  God  worthy  of  our  most  humble 
homage?  Where  can  we  find  any  one  whose  attri- 
butes are  equal  to  His?  Look  around  you  and  try, 
and  see  if  you  can  find  anything  which  can  cope  with 
Him?  I  wish  you  to  examine  His  attributes,  com- 
pare them  with  yourselves,  and  then  see  if  you  are 

not  an  object  of  minor  importance.     Let  us   then 
worship  and  adore  His  great  and  Exalted  Personage. 

On  the  back  of  the  "sketch"  are  these  notes : 
"Written  at  Camp  No.  2,  James  Island,  S.  C,  No- 
vember 7,  1863.  Where  and  when  preached — March 
26th,  1864,  27th  Georgia  Regiment.  October  — , 
1863,  23d  Georgia  Regiment." 

We  can  almost  see  this  young  preacher,  just  start- 
ing out  on  a  long  life  and  a  useful  course,  as  he  stood 
up  among  those  hardy  soldiers  in  grey,  speaking  to 
them  of  God,  and  urging  them  to  serve,  to1  worship 
and  adore  Him.  It  may  not  have  been  a  sermon 
after  the  fashion  of  some  we  hear  from  educated 
men,  but  it  had  in  it  scriptural  truth,  and  came  from 
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a  heart  all  on  fire  for  God  and  with  the  love  of  souls 
therein. 

There  are  other  "sketches"  preserved  from  those 
fearful  war  times,  on  faded  paper,  written  with  pen 
and  ink.  One  of  these  is  on  John  15  125  :  "They  hated 
me  without  a  cause."  And  on  the  back  is  the  usual 
note:  "Written  at  Camp  No.  3,  James  Island,  S.  C, 
January  25th,  1864."  Then  follow  the  words: 
"Where  preached" — the  date  not  being  filled  out, 
indicating  that  he  forgot  to  make  a  note  O'f  when  it 
was  preached. 

Another  "sketch"  of  those  war  days  is  on  Acts, 
16 :30,  31  :  "Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?  And 
they  said,  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
thou  shalt  be  saved  and  thy  house." 

This  has  on  the  back  the  same  note  as  the  fore- 
going, showing  it  was  made  out  on  January  25,  1864, 
while  in  camp  on  James  Island,  S.  C.  It  is  not 
stated  when  and  where  it  was  preached. 

Coming  down  later,  we  find  a  multitude  of  sub- 
jects upon  which  he  preached.  He  neglected  no<  im- 
portant doctrine  or  duty  in  God's  Word.  He  be- 
lieved in  the  "tithe  rule"  of  giving,  conscientiously 
setting  aside  one-tenth  of  all  he  received  from  God, 
and  so  it  is  no>  surprise  that  we  find  some  "sketches" 
on  "giving,"  and  one  or  two'  on  "tithing."  In  this 
matter,  as  in  all  others,  W.  A.  Dodge  invariably 
practiced  what  he  preached.  He  never  urged  upon 
others  what  he  did  not  either  do<  himself,  or  endeavor 
to  do. 

Here  is  a  sketch  on  "Different  Kinds  of  Prayer," 
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from  the  text,  I  Timothy,  2:1,  in  which  the  several 
kinds  of  prayer  are  named,  "supplications,  interces- 
sions, thanksgiving."  Then  follow  "objects  of 
prayer,"  and  the  "things  to  pray  for,"  with  the  clos- 
ing point,  "such  living  and  praying  is  pleasing  to 
God  our  Saviour." 

Another  is  on  "the  Bible,"  in  which  he  endeavors 
to  show  it  is  inspired,  teaches  of  Christ,  can  be  un- 
derstood, we  ought  to  know  it,  we  must  search  it, 
it  is  for  our  learning  and  our  admonition,  each  point 
fortified  by  a  passage  from  the  Scriptures,  for  he 
was  nothing  if  not  a  scriptural  preacher.  He  was 
absolutely  shut  up  to>  the  Word  of  God  in  searching 
for  text  and  subject  as  well  as  proofs. 

He  was  a  strong  believer  in  total  abstinence,  and 
practiced  it.  Here  is  a  "sketch"  on  indulgence  in 
strong  drink.  He  states  what  he  terms  "Self-evi- 
dent propositions  on  the  subject  of  temperance," 
which  are  as  follows  : 

1.  No  man  has  a  right  to  do*  anything  that  will 
injure  his  health. 

2.  No  man  has  a  right  to  do  ^anything  which  will 
injure  his  religious  experience. 

3.  No  man  has  a  right  to  do  anything  as  an  ex- 
ample, which,  if  followed  by  others,  will  injure 
them. 

4.  No  man  has  a  right  to  place  himself  in  the  way 
of  temptation  to  sin. 

5.  No  Christian  has  the  right  to  do  anything  that 
has  the  appearance  of  evil  in  it. 

A.  companion  sketch  to  the  foregoing  is  one  on 
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"Reasons  for  Prohibition,"  in  which  twelve  reasons 
are  named : 

i.  Rum  deprives  men  of  their  reason  for  the  timt 
being. 

2.  Rum,  destroys  men  of  the  greatest  intellectual 
strength. 

3.  Rum  fosters  and  encourages  every  species  of 
immorality. 

4.  Rum  causes  an  immense  expense  to  prevent 
crime. 

5.  Rum  burdens  the  country  with  enormous  taxes. 

6.  Rum  bars  the  progress  of  civilization  and  reli- 
gion. 

7.  Rum  prevents  reformation. 

8.  Rum  causes  the  majority  of  the  cases  of  in- 
sanity. 

9.  Rum1  destroys  the  peace  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  families. 

10.  Rum  burdens  sober  people  for  the  support  of 
paupers. 

11.  Its  use  is  contrary  to  the  Bible  and  common 
sense. 

12.  We  have  a  right  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  burden. 
Space  is  too  limited  to  go  much  farther  into  these 

"sketches,"  but  mention  may  be  made  of  those  on 
"The  Sabbath,"  "On  the  Danger  of  Riches,"  on 
"The  Christian  Citizen  in  his  Relations,"  on  "Four 
Agents  in  Salvation — the  Word,  the  Blood,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  Faith,  the  Appropriating  Agent." 

Another  we  find  on  "Seeking  the  Lord,"   from 
Isaiah,  55  15,  6,  in  which  he  answers  three  questions : 
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"Why  seek  the  Lord?  For  what  seek  the  Lord? 
How  seek  the  Lord?  When  seek  the  Lord?"  We 
find  one  on  "The  Sum  of  all  Religion,"  from  Timo- 
thy, 1:5:  "The  end  of  the  commandment  is  love 
out  of  a  pure  heart." 

It  may  be  truthfully  said,  that  if  these  sketches 
were  put  in  pamphlet  form,  they  would  be  very  serv- 
iceable to  young  preachers  in  giving"  them  needful 
information  as  to  how  to  divide  texts  intelligently, 
and  how  to  make  their  points  clear  and  forceful. 
They  are  very  suggestive  to  a  thoughful,  studious 
preacher. 

In  Brother  Dodge's  preaching  there  was  nothing 
muddy  or  confusing. 

You  could  always  clearly  understand  at  what  he 
was  driving,  whether  you  agreed  with  him  or  not, 
for  his  mind  was  invariably  clear,  and  in  this  he  is 
worthy  to  be  patterned  after  by  young  preachers. 
"Sketches  and  skeletons"  are  sometimes  tabooed, 
but  they  are  invaluable  to  those  just  starting  to 
preach  in  teaching  them  many  things  in  treating  a 
text  of  which  they  are  ignorant. 

He  was  always  on  the  watch  for  a  subject  on 
which  to  preach,  often  catching  up  the  divisions  of 
others  on  texts  and  subjects.  So  we  find  clippings 
from  papers  and  tracts,  containing  "sketches"  which 
seemed  to  strike  his  fancy,  and  he  laid  them  aside 
for  future  use.  All  sorts  and  sizes  of  paper  are  used 
in  these  "sketches"  which  he  made,  for  whenever 
anything  occurred  to  him,  no  matter  where  he  was, 
he  noted  it  down  at  once,  not  trusting  to  memory. 

10  d 
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So  we  find  several  "sketches"  on  old  bill  heads  of 
"The  Way  of  Life,"  some  on  note  paper,  others  on 
all  sizes  of  scraps  of  paper.  He  was  indeed  a  "work- 
man needing  not  to  be  ashamed,"  for  it  was  pecu- 
liarly true  of  him — he  studied  "to  show  himself  ap- 
proved of  God,"  and  applied  himself  in  order  to  be 
pre-eminently  a  preacher,  for  a  preacher  of  the  Word 
he  was.  No  man  who  knew  W.  A.  Dodge  will  ever 
doubt  that  statement. 

What  a  history  would  these  "sketches"  reveal  if 
we  could  go  back  over  the  ground  where  the  ser- 
mons were  delivered!  Preached  as  they  were  in 
many  States,  and  on  numberless  occasions,  how 
many  thousands  must  have  been  touched  by  them 
as  this  faithful  watchman  on  the  walls  blew  the 
warning  trumpet,  or,  as  the  Lord's  messenger,  he 
delivered  God's  message  to  saint  and  sinner!  Who 
can  calculate  what  these  many  "sketches"  will  mean 
in  the  characters  formed,  hearts  touched,  lives 
blessed,  and  souls  saved?  How  memory  loves  to 
play  about  this  thought!  But  only  the  revelations 
of  the  judgment  day  will  fully  discover  all  that  was 
accomplished  by  these  sermons  preached  on  SO'  many 
different  occasions. 

This  "file"  of  "sketches"  give  us  some  idea  of  the 
ammunition  which  this  faithful  soldier  of  the  cross 
used  in  combating  the  devil  and  fighting  the  foes  of 
God  and  man.  These  were  Brother  Dodge's  ma- 
terials for  preaching,  that  responsible  task  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  which  was  to>  him 
the  joy  of  his  heart.     Doubtless  whenever  he  took 
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a  trip  off,  the  "file"  accompanied  him.  They  repre- 
sented the  results  of  his  preparations  and  study  for 
years.  In  this  he  was  a  wise  preacher.  He  saved 
the  materials  of  a  sermon,  for  he  had  no  false  pride 
nor  ambition  for  novelty.  When  occasion  demanded 
it,  he  preached  the  same  sermon  again.  So  we  will 
find  among  these  "sketches"  duplicates,  which  clearly 
indicate  he  sometimes  repeated  sermons  preached 
elsewhere. 

For  instance,  here  is  one  on  "Ouench  not  the 
Spirit,"  ist  Thessalonians,  5:19,  preached,  written 
November  11,  1865,  and  he  preached  it  again  in 
1868. 

It  would  be  intensely  interesting  to  go  further  into 
these  "sketches,"  but  space  forbids.  The  more  we 
examine  them,  the  more  we  see  the  infinite  variety 
of  subjects  upon  which  this  efficient,  well-qualified, 
and  faithful  man  preached.  Quite  every  one  is  on 
some  practical  line,  for  he  had  no  time  to  waste  on 
visionary  or  sentimental  themes.  How  many  souls 
were  converted,  instructed  or  helped  under  these  ser- 
mons, heaven  only  knows. 

A  sketch  which  deserves  particular  mention,  since 
he  had  a  great  fight  during  his  pastorate  while  in 
.Eatonton,  Ga.,  on  the  question  of  which  this  treats, 
is  on  "Dancing,"  in  which  he  exhaustively  treats  the 
subject.  It  is  worth  while  to  have  that  "sketch" 
printed  and  read  by  thousands,  since  it  is  thorough, 
clear,  pointed,  reasonable  and  scriptural. 

Clement  C.  Cary, 
Gainesville,  Ga. 
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"THE  DOUBLE-MINDED." 


W.  A.  DODGE),  ATLANTA,  GA. 


"A  double-minded  man  is  unstable  in  all  his  ways"" 
(James  i  :  8)- 

There  are  but  two  minds  in  the  world, — one  is  the 
mind  of  Christ,  the  other  of  Satan.  Sinners  have 
but  the  evil,  while  the  fully  saved  have  only  the  mind 
of  Christ.  And  yet  St.  James  tells  us  that  there  is  a 
"double-minded  man."  The  true  meaning  of  the 
text  is  looking  two*  ways.  One  looks  forward,  the: 
other  backward.  Christ  said :  "No  man,  having  put 
his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looking  back,  is  fit  for 
the  kingdom  of  God"  (Luke  9  :  62 ) . 

The  mind  of  Christ  looks  forward,  while  the  mind, 
of  Satan  looks  backward.  God  put  his  seal  of  con- 
demnation on  this  looking-back  mind,  in  his  com- 
mand and  dealing  with  Lot's  wife.  The  angel  said,. 
"Escape  for  thy  life;  look  not  behind  thee"  (Gen. 
19:  17).  In  going  out,  Lot's  wife,  not  forgetting,, 
but  remembering  the  things  left  behind,  turned  and 
looked  back,  and  she  became  a  pillar  of  salt  (Gen. 
19: 26). 

Paul  in  telling  his  experience  uses  this  very  same 
figure.  In  his  letter  to  the  church  at  Philippi,  when 
telling  them  that  he  had  given  up  all  for  Christ,  that 
he  might  attain  unto  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  he 
says  that  in  the  sense  of  the  glorified  resurrected 
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state  he  had  not  attained,  then  adds,  "This  one  thing 
I  do,  forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  unto'  those  things  which  are  before,  I 
press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  call- 
ing of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  Let  us,  therefore,  as 
many  as  be  perfect,  be  thus  minded."  (Phil.  3:  13- 
15).  He  plainly  shows  that  only  the  sanctified  have 
the  one  mind  that  looks  forward.  The  statement  of 
our  Lord,  that  while  the  man  had  taken  the  gospel 
plow,  he  was  looking  back,  shows  he  had  yet  some- 
thing in  him  that  made  him  look  back  and  that  need- 
ed to  be  cleansed  away,  in  order  to1  have  but  the  one 
mind  that  looks  forward. 

St.  James  says  that  this  double  mind  makes  the 
possessor  vacillating.  The  civil  war  within  the  soul 
carries  first  one  way  and  then  the  other.  One  mind 
says,  "Read  the  Bible."  The  other  says,  "Read  the 
newspapers."  One  says,  "Go  to  church."  The  other 
says,  "Stay  at  home."  One  says  "Hold  family 
prayer,"  while  the  other  says,  "Go  to  bed."  One 
says,  "Support  the  gospel."  The  other  says,  "Look 
out  for  number  one."  This  accounts  for  the  irregu- 
larities in  the  lives  of  thousands  of  people  that  pro- 
fess religion.  To  an  interested  observer  this  is  one 
>of  the  most  painful  of  subjects  to  contemplate. 

It  is  a  sad  fact  that  not  one  in  a  hundred  who  fails 
to  go  forward  and  obtain  deliverance  from  the  dou- 
ble mind,  stands  firm  in  his  Christian  experience. 

Backsliding  begins  alwa)^s  first  in  the  heart  before 
it  is  manifest  in  the  life.  Thousands  are  conscious 
of  a  decline  in  their  heart  life  who  never  show  it  in 
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their  outer  conduct.  Loss  of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
or  declining  in  them  is  heart  experience  in  backslid- 
ing. All  that  we  ever  found  who  were  never  con- 
scious of  a.  decline  at  some  time  in  their  Christian 
life,  have  belonged  to  that  company  known  as  the 
entirely  sanctified,  who>  subsequently  to  their  con- 
version, obtained  the  blessing  of  entire  sanctifica- 
tion. 

I.  There  are  other  results  that  come  because  of 
the  presence  of  the  double  mind.  This  is  demon- 
strated by  the  apostle  in  this  epistle.  Indeed,  it  seems 
to  us  that  he  wrote  the  letter  to  lead  the  Christians 
to  whom  he  addressed  jt  into>  the  experience  of  heart 
cleansing.  This  is  the  golden  thread  that  runs 
through  all  the  apostolic  letters,  and  in  fact  the 
whole  Bible. 

i.  The  "fleshly  mind"  of  Satan  makes  us  to  re- 
pine at  trials. 

We  are  exhorted  by  the  apostle  James  (1:2)  r 
"My  brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into- 
divers  temptations."  The  expression  "divers  temp- 
tations" means  testing  of  all  kinds.  But  instead  of  re- 
joicing, the  carnal  mind  takes  to  murmuring  at  them. 
Testings  are  needful  experiences.  They  reveal  what 
is,  and  what  is  not  in  the  heart.  We  have  eye  tests, 
muscle  tests,  ear  tests,  and  shall  we  not  have  spiritual 
tests?  A  test  of  faith  on  a  plain  "Thus  saith  the 
Lord"  demonstrates  to  us  whether  there  is  doubt 
lingering  in  the  heart  or  not.  A  test  of  love  reveals 
to  us  the  presence  or  absence  of  temper;  of  humility, 
whether  there  is  any  pride  lingering  in  the  soul ;  of" 
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liberality,  if  there  be  any  covetousness  remaining; 
of  submission,  whether  rebellion  is  to  be  found  as- 
serting itself  or  not.  When  testings  come  on  these 
or  any  other  lines,  and  we  find  the  two  opposite  prin- 
ciples contending  within,  it  should  be  taken  as  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  double  mind  remaining. 

2.  The  "fleshly  mind"  makes  us  weak  in  the  pres- 
ence of  temptation.  "Blessed  is  the  man  that  endur- 
eth  temptation.  .  .  .  Every  man  is  tempted, 
when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  lust,  and  enticed" 
(James  i  :i2,  14) 

There  is  no  sin  in  temptation.  If  there  is,  Jesus 
our  Lord  was  a  great  sinner,  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
was  accessory.  He  was  "tempted  in  all  points  like  as 
we  are,  yet  without  sin,"  and  the  Holy  Ghost  led 
Him  up  into  the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the 
devil.  As  long  as  the  double  mind  remains,  there  is 
danger  of  yielding.  The  Master  said,  "The  prince 
of  this  world  [Satan]  cometh  and  findeth  nothing 
in  me."  No  double  mind,  hence  no  disposition  with- 
in to  yield  to  the  suggestion  of  evil  from  without. 
No  lust  to  draw  Him  away  and  entice.  God  has 
promised  that  we  shall  not  be  tempted  beyond  that 
we  are  able  to  bear.  By  the  mouth  of  the  apostle 
James  he  announces,  "Blessed  is  the  man  that  en- 
dureth  temptation." 

It  is  charged  by  some  that  the  sanctified  claim 
freedom  from  temptation.  This  is  one  of  the  tricks 
of  the  enemy.  Of  all  people  they  are  the  ones  upon 
whom  Satan  tries  his  skill  most  ingeniously  and 
persistently. 
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Freedom  from  temptation  is  proof  conclusive  that 
we  do  not  belong  to  even  the  justified,  for  why  should 
Satan  trouble  himself  about  those  who>  are  his  al- 
ready ? 

An  infidel  master  berated  his  Christian  servant  for 
complaining  at  his  tribulations  and  trials,  saying, 
"You  a  Christian  and  have  so  many  conflicts.  I  am 
not  a  professor  of  religion,  but  do  not  have  any  of 
the  things  to  trouble  me  of  which  you  complain." 
The  servant  could  not  answer,  until  one  day  while 
out  hunting,  and  the  master  had  fired  into  a  flock  of 
wild  ducks,  killing  one  and  wounding  another.  The 
master  cried  out,  "Run,  Charley,  run,  don't  let  him 
get  away."  The  faithful  servant  soon  returned  bear- 
ing the  wounded  duck  in  his  hand,  saying,  "Massa, 
I  see  how  it  is  now.  You  say  you  has  no  trials,  trib- 
ulations, and  I  has  dem.  It's  'cause  you  is  de  debil's 
dead  duck,  while  I  is  de  Lord's  lame  duck,  and  de 
debil  he  all  de  time  try  ketch  me." 

If  you  want  all  the  black  ranks  of  darkness  turned 
loose  on  you,  get  the  blessing  of  entire  sanctification. 
If  you  want  to  get  where  you  can  meet  these  legions 
of  the  pit,  though  hoofed  and  horned,  marching  in 
solid  phalanx  against  you,  and  be  enabled  to  stand 
against  all  their  fiery  darts,  get  the  blessing  of  full 
salvation.  To  all  such  the  divine  pledge  is  given, 
"As  thy  days  so  shall  thy  strength  be." 

3.  This  double-mindedness  makes  us  respecters 
of  persons.  "If  there  come  into  your  assembly  a  man 
with  a  gold  ring,  in  goodly  apparel,  and  there  come 
in  also  a  poor  man  in  vile  raiment;  and  ye  have 
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respect  to  him  that  weareth  the  gay  clothing,  and 
say  unto  him,  Sit  thou  here  in  a  good  place;  and  say 
to  the  poor,  Stand  thou  there,  or  sit  here  under  my 
footstool :  are  ye  not  then  partial  in  yourselves,  and 
have  become  judges  of  evil  thoughts?" 

Alas !  who  has  not  seen  this  many  times  repeated? 
This  mixed  state  makes  our  love  heterogenous,  i.  e., 
to  love  those  who  think,  feel,  talk,  and  act  as  we  do; 
while  the  sanctified  mind  alone  makes  our  love  homo- 
geneous, i.  e.  God-like,  loving  all  men  alike,  whether 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent.  God  loved  and  gave  His 
Son  to  die  for  an  African  or  Chinaman,  as  well  as 
an  Anglo-Saxon.  The  sanctified  heart  can  put  the 
arms  of  its  faith  and  love  about  the  lowest  and  mean- 
est of  Adam's  race,  as  well  as  the  best.  The  want 
•of  this  state  makes  thousands  shun  the  slums  and 
with  folded  skirts  to  walk  by  the  fallen  in  the  ditch. 

The  double  mind  makes  one  talk  two  ways.  "Out 
>of  the  same  mouth  proceedeth  blessing  and  cursing 
[or  scolding]  My  brethren,  these  things  ought  not 
so  to  be.  Doth  a  fountain  send  forth  at  the  same 
place  sweet  water  and  bitter?"  (James  3:10,  11). 
The  word  "curse"  should  be  rendered  "scold,"  for 
Christian  people  do  not  swear,  but  how  often  do  we 
find  them  to  be  regular  old  scolds?  Mr.  Wesley 
said  that  he  would  no  more  fret  and  worry  than  he 
would  curse  and  swear.  A  sanctified  heart  has  a 
sanctified  conversation  and  a  sanctified  tone  in  the 
voice.  St.  James  says  such  is  "not  from  above,  but 
is  earthly,  sensual,  devilish ;"  while  the  conversation 
"that  is  born  of  the  heavenly  mind  is  "pure,  peace- 
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able,  gentle,  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and 
good  fruits,  without  partiality  and  without  hypoc- 
risy." To  the  face,  the  double-minded  will  frequent- 
ly use  flattery,  while  behind  the  back  they  will  find 
fault.  While  the  heart  is  double,  with  only  one 
tongue  with  which  to  talk,  the  conversation  will  be 
double,  for  these  two  opposite  minds  can  not  talk 
the  same  way.  These  things  ought  not  so  to  be,  and 
they  are  not  in  nature,  but,  alas!  it  is  so  with  the- 
double-minded. 

The  difficulty  is  not  with  the  tongue,  but  is  farther 
back  and  deeper  down.  "Out  of  the  heart  proceed 
evil  thoughts,"  etc.  "Out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart,  the  mouth  speaketh."  "As  a  man  thinketh  in 
his  heart,  so  is  he."  It  is  not  the  stream  that  needs 
to  be  purified,  but  the  fountain.  A  sanctified  heart 
will  have  a  sanctified  conversation. 

4.    The  double  mind  produces  inward  conflicts. 

"From  whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among" 
[or  within]  you?  Come  they  not  hence,  even  of 
your  lusts  that  war  in  your  members?"  (James 
4:1). 

Paul,  in  Galatians  5:17,  says :  "For  the  flesh  lust- 
eth  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  against  the* 
flesh :  and  these  are  contrary,  the  one  to  the  other :. 
so  that  ye  can  not  do  the  things  that  ye  would."' 
Who  can  describe  the  unceasing  conflict  that  goes 
on  day  and  night  in  the  heart  of  the  double-minded  ? 
No  language  can  portray  it.  Day  and  night  the  bat- 
tle rages.  And  if  at  any  time  the  hostilities  seem  to 
cease,  and  the  conclusion  is  reached  that  the  civil' 


LIFF    OF    RFV-    W-    A.    DODGF.  157 

war  within  is  at  an  end,  never  to  be  resumed,  how 
soon  it  is  discovered  to  be  only  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion, in  order  to  open  again  on  some  new  line !  When 
these  battles  are  renewed  from  time  to  time,  the  cry 
is  often  extorted,  as  from  Paul,  "O  wretched  man 
that  I  am !  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of 
this  death"  (Rom.  7:24), — but  these  persons  fait 
to  go  o>ver  into  the  experience  of  the  next  verse, 
which  exultantly  exclaims,  "I  thank  God  through- 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

The  blame  for  war  within  is  often  laid  to  the 
charge   of   environments,   when   they  come,  as   St. 
James  says,  from  within.     Of  course  there  are  many- 
ways  in  the  outer  life  through  which  it  finds  expres- 
sion, but  the  real  trouble  is  the  lust  within. 

Can  it  be  thought  by  any  that  have  any  knowledge 
of  God  and  His  plan  of  salvation  that  this  is  the  very 
best  which  can  be  done  for  us  ?  James  4 :6,  says : 
"He  giveth  more  grace."  Yea,  to  all  such,  let  it  be- 
said  that  they  need  not  live  in  this  state  of  double- 
mindedness  where  the  civil  war  rages  forever. 

II.  How  may  we  be  delivered?  This  is  an  im- 
portant question,  and  one  that  we  would  hesitate  to 
answer,  were  it  not  so  plainly  given  in  this  same 
epistle. 

1.  Submission  to  God. 

The  apostle  knew  that  this  is  the  hardest  victory 
to  win.  The  carnal  nature  never  likes  to  submit  to- 
another,  and  especially  to  God,  for  "it  is  enmity  to 
God,  and  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither 
indeed  can  be."     "God  resisteth  the  proud,  but  giv- 
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•eth  grace  to  the  humble.     Submit  yourselves  there- 
fore to  God"  (James  4:6,  7) 

When  God  can,  with  full  consent  of  the  human 
heart,  enter  this  citadel  of  man's  being,  He  begins  a 
Avork  that  will  tell  in  time  and  for  eternity  But 
nothing  can  be  done  until  God  has  the  right  of  way. 
'To  do  this,  our  plans  and  opinions  must  be  surren- 
dered, if  they  are  antagonistic  to  God's  plans.  How 
the  personal  pronoun  "I"  will  go  down  under  this 
requirement ! 

2.  Resist  the  devil. 

When  this  last  ditch  is  being  surrendered  to  God, 
the  enemy  of  all  good  will  reinforce  the  carnal  na- 
ture with  all  the  army  of  hell  to  defeat  the  work  of 
cleansing.  To  him  we  must  learn  to  say  an  eternal 
"No"  that  will  be  repeated  all  the  way  to  the  grave. 
He  knows  that  in  the  clean  heart  there  is  not  an  inch 
of  territory  for  his  occupancy.  He  knows  that 
henceforth  all  his  attacks  must  be  from  without,  with 
no  sympathy  from  within.  He  will  be  willing  to 
compromise  on  anything  short  of  full  salvation.  He 
will  agree  to  repression,  growth  in  grace,  death-bed 
sanctification  or  purgatorial  cleansing,  yea,  anything, 
to  keep  us  out  of  the  blessing  of  entire  sanctification 
"here  and  now. 

3.  "Draw  nigh  to  God"  (James  4:8).  Here  is 
the  place  for  poor  double-minded  souls  to  come.  All 
"human  effort  to  remove  this  carnal  mind  is  a  fail- 
ure. God  alone  can  do  this.  Any  effort  of  our  own 
to  cast  it  out  is  putting  our  trust  in  an  arm  of  flesh. 
It  will  do  no  good  to>  accept  God's  plan  theoretically; 
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for  Satan  knows  that  nothing  short  of  an  experi- 
mental getting  to  God  will  bring  deliverance.  It  is  a 
pity  that  the  untold  multitude  of  converted  Chris- 
tians have  never  learned  that  the  removal  of  the 
carnal  mind  is  a  divine  work,  and  that  they  must 
come  to  God,  who  alone  hath  power  to  cleanse  the 
heart. 

4.  "Cleanse  the  hands"  (James  4:8).  "Hands" 
in  the  Bible  stand  for  actual  deeds,  and  in  this  place 
for  actual  sins.  Who  has  not  learned  from  bitter 
experience  that  to*  do  wrong,  either  by  committing 
forbidden  sin  or  omitting  commanded  duty,  is  the 
common  experience  of  converted  people!  Hence 
sinners  are  not  asked  to  be  holy,  but  "repent,"  while 
backsliders  are  exhorted  to  return  unto  the  Lord. 
The  experience  of  entire  sanctification  begins  on  the 
plane  of  a  clearly  justified  experience,  and  not  of  an 
unpardoned  sinner  or  a  backslidden  believer.  If, 
since  conversion,  the  believer  has  committed  known 
wilful  sin,  or  neglected  plain  duty,  he  needs  pardon, 
and  his  hands  are  not  clean.  Hence  the  exhortation, 
or  rather  command,  "Cleanse  your  hands,  ye  sin- 
ners." 

The  sin  of  the  unsaved,  either  in  the  church  or 
out,  is  the  sin  of  transgression,  while  the  sin  of  the 
double-minded,  for  the  most  part,  is  that  of  omis- 
sion, but  in  either  case  it  is  sin;  and  to  be  delivered 
from  either  one  or  the  other,  or  both,  pardon  must 
be  sought  and  obtained. 

If  your  hands  are  clean,  then  are  you  ready  for 
the  next  step,  which  is — 
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5.  Heart  purity.  "Purify  your  hearts,  ye 
double-minded"   (James  4:8). 

Clearly  does  the  apostle  teach  that  a  state  of 
double-mindedness  is  a  state  of  heart  impurity, 
while  on  the  other  hand  a  clean  heart  has  only  the 
one  single  mind  of  Jesus  in  it.  In  the  sense  of  self 
purification  that  is  impossible. 

The  Ethiopian  can  not  change  his  skin,  nor  the 
leopard  his  spots.  But  there  is  a  sense  in  which  this 
is  true.  Salvation  in  this  higher  sense  is  co-opera- 
tive, as  well  as  in  conversion.  Man's  part  and  then 
God's.  In  justification,  man  repents  and  turns  to 
God,  then  God  forgives  and  regenerates.  In  full  sal- 
vation, man  consecrates  and  trusts,  then  God  cleanses 
and  fills  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  Hence  the  Lord,  by 
the  mouth  of  Moses,  said  to  Israel :  "Sanctify  your- 
selves therefore,  and  be  ye  holy.  ...  I  am  the 
Lord  which  sanctify  you"   (Lev.  20:7,  8). 

St.  James  shows  that  this  is  not  a  side  issue,  but 
adds :  "Be  afflicted,  and  mourn,  and  weep ;  let  your 
laughter  be  turned  to  mourning,  and  your  joy  to 
heaviness.  Humble  yourselves  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord." 

What  a  thorough  work!  No  healing  slightly  the 
hurt  of  the  daughter  of  Zion.  Here  is  a  going  to 
the  bottom,  and  an  applying  the  balm  of  Gilead  by 
the  Great  Physician  that  He  may  fulfil  the  promise 
succeeding  these  directions :  "And  he  shall  lift  you 
up."  O  blessed  lifting!  O  wonderful  deliverance! 
Who  that  ever  drank  this  cup  of  gall  does  not  re- 
member it?     And  then,  when  the  cup  of  salvation, 
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full  and  complete,  is  placed  to  the  lips  of  the  soul, 
.and  the  poor  thirsty  one  drinks  of  its  sweets,  can  he 
ever  forget  it?  How  unthankful  ever  to  forget  or 
<leny  it. 

If  you  are  converted  and  not  sanctified,  your  heart 
is  not  yet  fully  right  with  God,  but  in  a  state  of 
transition.  Do  not  stop  when  you  get  the  mind  of 
Christ,  which  you  do  in  regeneration,  but  press  on 
until  the  mind  of  Satan  is  taken  out  of  you,  which 
is  done  in  entire  sanctification. 
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SKETCH  OF  A  SERMON  ON  DANCING. 


The  "sketch"  of  Rev.  W  A.  Dodge  which  fol- 
lows is  not  only  quite  instructive,  but  indicates  very 
clearly  how  thoroughly  he  prepared  his  sermons. 
The  elaborateness  of  this  one  suggests  a  mind  which 
did  not  carry  unbeaten  oil  into  the  sanctuary.  He 
was  no  slovenly  preacher,  nor  was  he  one  who>  was 
careless  or  negligent  in  preparing  his  sermons,  trust- 
ing alone  to  the  inspiration  of  the  occasion  for  mat- 
ter with  which  to  fill  up.  He  was  pointed,  clear,, 
practical,  coming  down  to  the  level  on  which  peo- 
ple live. 

When  this  sermon  was  preached  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing,  but  wherever  the  trumpet  voice 
of  this  man  of  God  uttered  it,  we  may  be  sure  God 
was  in  it,  and  it  carried  conviction  and  left  lasting 
impressions  for  good.     Here  it  is : 

WH^N  DANCING  IS  ALLOWED  AND  DISALLOWED. 

Colossians  3:17:  "And  whatsoever  ye  do>  in  word 
or  deed,  do^  all  iii  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  giv- 
ing thanks  unto*  God  and  the  Father  by  him." 

I.  Introduction — Why  preach  on  the  subject? 

II.  How  can  we  expect  to  succeed? 

III.  Three  rules  by  which  to  judge  when  dancing 
is  right  and  when  it  is  wrong : 

1.  By  the  spirit  which  prompts  it. 

2.  The  circumstances  which  attend  it. 

3.  The  ends  had  in  view  in  the  indulgence  :  ( 1 ) 
Is  it  for  the  glory  of  God?  (2)   Is  it  for  our  own 
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good — mental,  moral  and  physical?  (3)  Is  it  for 
the  good  of  the  race  ? 

IV.  When  is  dancing  allowable  ?  Let  us  examine 
the  Bible  for  the  answer. 

First  instance — Miriam — Exodus  15:20,  21. 

Second  instance — David — 11  Samuel  6:14. 

Three  facts  appear  in  these  two'  instances:  1. 
There  was  no  complicity  of  the  sexes.  2.  There 
were  no  previous  arrangements.  3.  It  was  intend- 
ed to  praise  God. 

V  What  sort  of  dancing  is  not  allowable,  and 
when  is  it  not  permissible? 

1.  When  not  done  to  the  glory  of  God,  or  when 
it  is  the  offspring  of  an  unconverted  heart — when 
done  as  an  act  of  idolatry  or  to  glorify  men,  and 
when  the  disastrous  results  show  the  Divine  dis- 
pleasure ;   as  for  instance : 

( 1 )  When  Israel  danced  before  the  golden  calf. 
Exodus  32 :  19. 

(2)  When  David  returned  from  the  slaughter 
of  the  Philistines.     1  Samuel,  18:6,  7. 

(3)  When  Herodias  danced  before  Herod. 
Matthew,  14:6. 

VI.  Note  the  fruits  of  dancing.  "By  their 
fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

1.  In  a  person  under  conviction  for  sin. 

2.  In  a  young  convert. 

VII.  What  the  Church  expects  and  has  a  right 

to  demand  of  those  who'  voluntarily  join : 

1.     To  abstain  from  all  appearance  of  evil. 
11  d 
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2.     To  obey  the  Scriptures. 

Notice,  then,  the  scriptural  argument : 

(i.)  See  i  Corinthians,  10:31,  32.  (2.)  Colos- 
sians,  3:17.  (3.)  Obedience.  Hebrews,  13 :  17.  (4.) 
The  General  Rules,  which  forbids  the  doing  of  what 
we  know  is  not  for  the  glory  of  God.  (5.)  A  "time 
to  dance."  (6.)  See  who<  are  present  on  dancing 
occasions.  (7.)  It  is  no'  time  to*  dance  when  you  are 
not  prepared  to  die. 

(Here  follows  several  illustrations  of  this  point.) 

VIII.  The  opinions  of  those  who  were  not  Chris- 
tians, as  well  as  the  most  religious  people,  are  de- 
cidedly against  dancing. 

Here  the  preacher  quoted  from  Cicero,  Demos- 
thenes, Ovid,  St.  Ambrose,  Tertullian,  St.  Basil, 
Augustine,  and  John  Wesley. 

IX.  Let  us  notice  why  the  counsel  of  the  un- 
godly should  not  be  taken  upon  this  mooted  ques- 
tion : 

1.  Their  knowledge  of  the  Bible  is  too  superfi- 
cial. Instances — Ecclesiastes,  3  4.  See  the  Prodi- 
gal Son. 

2.  The  natural  man  can  not  receive  the  things 
of  the  Spirit. 

3.  They  do  not  speak  the  truth  when  they  talk 
of  the  benefits  of  the  dance. 

Note,  for  instance,  these  things:  (1.)  The  cos- 
tumes worn  on  such  occasions.  (2.)  The  place 
where  dancing  is  indulged.  (3.)  The  time  wasted 
in  the  dance,  and  the  late  hours  kept.  (4.)  The  folly 
of  claiming  that  it  gives  grace  and  manners. 
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X.  What  shall  be  done  to  stop  dancing? 

i.  Let  all  who  profess  the  name  of  Christ  abstain 

from  it. 

2.  Let  parents  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

3.  Let  ministers  speak  out  plainly  against  it. 

4.  Let  the  laymen  come  to  the  help  of  the  min- 
istry. 

XI.  A  word  to  those  who  dance : 

1 .  Why  do  you  dance  ? 

(1.)     To  find  pleasure?     (2.)  To  find  company? 

2.  By  dancing  you  are  wasting  your  precious 
life,  and,  worse  than  all,  you  are  murdering  your 
soul. 

3.  By  dancing,  you  increase  your  already  over- 
fondness  for  dress  and  show. 

4.  Stay  away  from  it,  for  your  parents  are  op- 
posed to  your  dancing. 

5.  It  will — if  it  has  not  already  done  so1 — give 
you  a  distaste  for  God's  Word,  for  prayer,  and  for 
self-examination. 


"Thus  in  thine  arms  of  love,  O  God,  I  lie, 
Lost,  and  forever  lost,  to  all  but  thee, 

My  happy  soul,  since  it  hath  learned  to  die, 
Hath  found  new  life  in  thine  infinity. 

"Oh,  go  and  learn  the  lesson  of  the  Cross, 

And  tread  thy  way  which  saints  and  prophets 
trod, 

Who,  counting  life  and  self  and  all  things  loss, 
Have  found  in  inward  death  the  life  of  God." 


